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CHAPTfiRIv ' ' . 

Jcg oii«j(%Ofi«Uie footpath wby» . 

And inerrii)r?benil the stile-a; 
A rneny heart goesall the day, 

A sad one tires in a mjle-a. 



LdST the reader conceive to himself a dear 
frosty November morning, the scene an 
open- heath, having for the back-ground 
that huge chain of mountains In which 
Skiddaw and Saddleback are pre-eminent ; 
let him look along that blind road^ by which' 
I mean that track so slightly marked. ty 
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4 GU7 MANN£RING. 

the passengers' footsteps, that it can but 
be traced by a slight shade of verdure from 
the darker'faeath around^ it, and/ being only 
visible to the eye when at some distance, 
ceases to be distinguished while the foot is 
actually tc^atjmg' it. Along this faintly- 
traced path advances the object of our pre- 
sent narrative. His firm step, his erect and 
free carriage, have a military air, which 
corresponds welh uritli hiS' well-proportion- 
ed limbs, and stature of six feet high. His 
dress is so plaki and sim{diei t^t' it indi- 
cates nothing as to t^ti^^ii mdy be that 
of a gentleman who travela in this manner 
for his pleasure, or of an inferior person 
of whom it is the proper and usual garb« 
Nothing can be oa a more reduced scale 
than his travelling equipmenL A volume 
of, Shakspeare ip one pocket, a small bun* 
die with a change of linen in the other, 
an oaken cudgel in his hand, complete our 
p^estrian's accommodations, and in this 
eqiiipiage we present him to our readers* 
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our HAmisRiva. £ 

BamtL bad parted lint mtiiiiBg 6bn 
Ins £d0&d Dtidley, and 4iM)gun 'bis Botttaory 
'vnlk^tovMds Stotlaod. ' 

-S^eflntt two or thi«6 miles vmM nrt&fir 
aielanc&oly^ &M11 wailt'^f the wdety to 
^«A$cb4iie^hiad of iMi ^Mn 8<^ett{rtomed« 
Bilt this uBUsoal incHid 4:^ hid^ mind^MitAi 
g»W'Aifa?f jtotte ittflii€ttic«' of his Natural 
gdcMtspj^pits^-^ditied'by the eKerd»e a;ml 
the bii«d^ jdBre<^<>f thi i^Mty vat^ He 

lAiHtod^li6^^tit^ffldi%r«K»t ^^^ 
-cif ^U^bti'^diut to gP^ V«i« to 1ftd6fe buKi^^- 
avt 4^elii(igi» ivtik^ be^ad no'^ljhei- Irn^e 
of expressing* For each peasant wh<ktl be 
cliBiic^''lo^itt6et^ ht bkd a kinNi greeting 
0r a<g^)0d^huiixm^^ the barilf C^M- 

brtaBs gfiimed as- tbe^ passed^' ^nd saafl» 
^ Ibat^s a Icmd hearty God t^ess im !^' aMl 
the ' market^girl looked mof6 thaiv once 
over ha: shoulder Bt the athletic '^foiw, 
which corresponded so well with (be'^fratik 
andibKtbe address of the ftraDger.- A 
rough^ terrier dog, his eon^aiit <}oiTipMiio|l> 
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S «6Crr HAKKERlNe. 

xmr)m nriikeA his/mBstet in ghey aeantpered 
M bi^e'ih a: thousand wheels touiid the 

heathy and came .beck to jump up ^oo 

hiniy and assiiiire himi that he partici^ted 
<tn v4^ pleastirfe of.tlhe jaurnejr. ' £>i? Jbhn- 

ison thaught life had few things better 
rthan the exdts^ion produced by being 

whifled rapidly along; in^^ post-chaise; 

but be who has in youth expe^tiei^ed the 
^e^nfid^t and independent, feeling of a 
: Ktoii|r;pc!destrian in an in|:^r€isting QduHtry, 
/m4; during fine ^jeathe^^ ;WiU;'ho)4> the 
vtaste of the great mo mlist che^p in con^pa- 

; :i Paft ^f BrQwn'$ yjtew in.c^usi^g that 
.UBflStiali traol^ y^hicih lead^: thfQUgh the 
^Mistera wi^l^s of Cumberland intp-Scc^tlandy 
.hdd'beenca ^%kM to view; the remains of 

thie Qelglprait^d Roxnan Wall, t^fhich are 
,moi^ yisibte in that direction than in any 
.Millar, pairt; of its extent. His edui;^ation 
/had. been imperfect and di^sultory; but 

neither tbe busy scenes in which he b%d 
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OVYUAHVSBXSe. 7 

beenenga^y nor tlie pleasures of yoij^tb, 
not the precarious state of bis owA' eix- 
cumstances, had diverted him from the 
task of mental improvement. << And this 
tiien & the Roman Wall/' s^d he, scram- 
bling up to a height ivhich commanded 
the course of that celebrated w(»rk of an- 
tiquity : ^* What a. people ! whose labcAurs, 
even at this extremity of their empire, 
campf eh^i^ed: suab spi^ce, and^ were exe- 
cuted upon^a sc^leof such grandeur 1 In 
fiiture ^e^, when the sde^ce of War shall 
have ' changed, how few traces will exist 
of the labours of Vaubati and Coehom, 
wihile: this wonderful pec^le's remains wiU 
even: tbepr: continue* to interest and asto- 
nish ;|K>Merit])r!' Their fortifications, their 
aqueducts, their theatres, their fountuns, 
all their piibliq works, bear the grave, 
scdid, and ^laj^stic character of their lan- 
guage ; am^ our modern labours, like our 
modem tcmgues, seem but constructed out 
of their fragments/* Having thus moral- 
'^edp he remembered that he wa& hungry, 
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8 GJTt XAHOtBRBSKk 

and pimued fais Uifraft; to a sipidl piAdie* 
-faousKS^ at which iie proposed to get soeae 
Tefrashmeiftw ^ > 

The a}e-hou0e^ for it waa no t^ttei^ 
iraa situated itt t1»e >bottoaa <^^ ^ £ttiie ddU 
(jhim^ whioh 4riUed a small t ividet It 
"W^as shaded by a large ash tree, against 
wbieii the clay4>ai)t ^6d» that isejpv^d tl^ 
purpose e€ a «table» was ^r^ct^edy^ aM tipiM 
Vf)Ac\i 'it ^eiemed paifly to f ee^bie^ In^^A^ 
dhed 49tood a saddled h<»M, -eta^^yied ill 
eating kis <;o»i. The^tfttagea in tiii#)^ 
of Cumbotbud partake of' ^e^ rttd6if«il 
9\^hidi<^aFa£teri8es^tfaose>of fikiotland. l[%fik 
outside of this hoi^e im>mi8ed-^te^ ^ 
^Sbit inteiior, itotwitbstanding the vaunt c)f 
a aigii» where a tankai^ of *^e voluotslril^ 
decanted' itself into a tumbler, afid a hief^ 
r(^l}rpbioal serawl bdo^r ttttetnptsd to ex^ 
press a promii^ of "^ good .eiafterttttnooent 
for men and-horse/' Bto^ W&d iio&st& 
dioufi ttaveller— he stooped- aTi^ entered 
the cabaret. 

The fi«3t object which caught hfe^eye^iii 
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tlie kkcbm, 'm.B^a taU> sMfttj '^Q»mty- 
le^m^ ttan> in a large jookef ^eaUsoMd^ 
ihe owner of -^ • horse w&ich tStodd 111 
the shed, v4io was bwy discttiBsiiigfatigb 
iHiees of eold boiled beef, Aiid eaki&g fiotti 
time to time mi eye thrara^ tlie ^tado#, 
to see bow his steed sped with his prtf- 
ven^n A large tankard of ale Aariftd 
his plate of victnals, to "which he iafp^ied 
himsdlf by intervals^ The good wdidak 
of the house was ^mplc^ed 'ih hiigi^. 
The &e, as is usual in that cdufitry, ^^vks 
made on a stone hearth in the midst til^ya 
immensely large chimney, which h^ tWo 
seats extended beneath the ^vent. On' 'one 
of these sat a temarkably tall WdmanV'la 
a red doak and slouched bonnet, wiiti tlie 
•appearance of a tinker or be^ar/ Shc'Mks 
busily ei^aged with a short blaek tdbdbco- 
pipe. ^ ^ 

At the request of Brown f&t some IbcM, 
the landlady wiped mlA% her mealy af^ron 
tm^ corner of .the deal taUb, plac<fd-4a 
wooden trencher and knife ai^ $bd£ b^« 
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10 GUY manni:rino. 

.fore the traveller) poiated to the round of 
Jbeef* recommeiided Mr Dinmont'a good 
j&iample, and, finally^ filled a brovm pitch- 
rer with her home-brewed. Brown loi^t no 
;|ime in doing ample credit to both. For 
j^ while h^ oppQsite neighbour and he 
.were too busy to take much notice of 
jeM^ other, except by a good-humoured 
jko^ as e^ch in turn raised the tankard to 
^ h«^ At length, when our pedestrian 
.b^anto supply the ^ants of Utde Wasp, 
:J^ Scotch store-farmer, for such was Mr 
fPinmont, found himself at leisure to entor 
(^|o conversation. 

-. : «^ A bonnie terrier that, sir— and a fell 
:€li^d at. the vermin, I warrant him— that 

ki if he^s been weel entered, for it a' lies 

in that.'' 
. ^ '< Really, sir, his education has been 

sotnewhat neglected, and his chief property 
.^ Ji^eing a pleasant companion." 

^^ Ay, sir i that's a pity, begging your 
,.pardon— it's a great pity that— beast or 

body^ education shoukl aye be minded. I 
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OUT MANNEBINO. 11 

bave dw t^riiMs^ a% hatme,. foibye* oUier 
'dogs.v There's auld Pepper and aidd Mus- 
tard^ and youngs Pepper and. young Mus- 
tard, and little Pepper and little Mustard— 
I had them a' regularly entered^ first wi' 
-rottens— then wi' stots or weazles— and 
then wi' the tods and brocks— and now 
they fear naething that ever cam wi' a 
hairy skin on*t.'* 

<' I jhave Qo doubt, sir, they are thorough 
bred-*-but, to have so many dogs, you seem 
to have a very limits variety of names for 
them?'*^ . 

*f O, that's a. fancy o' my ain to 'mark 
the breed, sir—The deukehimsell has sent 
as far as Charlies-hope to get ane o' Dandy 
Dinmont's Pepper and Mustard terriers. 
Lwd, man, he sent Jamie Grieve the 
keeper, and sicken a day as wehad wi' the 
fouinarta apd the tods, and, sicken a blithe 
gae-down as we had again e'en ! Faith, that 
was a night !" 

**^ I suppose g$^me is very plenty with 
youi** 
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IS GUT MANN£RIKO, 

« Plenty, man J— -I beHeve ther^ uaair 
hares tinui'isfbeep on fiiy i^m ; and foir the 
moor-lbwl, or the grey-fowl, they lie 85 
thick a9 doo's in a docket— Did ye ever 
shoot a blacSc-cock, man ?" 

^ Really I had net^ even the pleasure 
to see one, except in the museum at Kes- 
wick.'* 

« There now— I could guess that bjryour 
Southland tongue# It^i very odd of these 
English Tolk that come h^re, how fbw of 
them has seen a blaelecock !— Pll tell ydu 
what— ye seem to be an honest lad, and iT 
youTl call oil me-^bn Dandy tHmnont— at 
Charftes-hojJfe— ye ihall see a black-cock, 
and shoot' a black-cock, and eat' a blacks 
cock too, man/' ^ . 

« Why, the proof rf the matter is «he 
eating to be sure, sir ; and I shall be happy 
if I can find time to accept your invita* 
tfon/' 

•* Time, man ? what ails ye to gae hame 
wi* me now ? how do you travel ?" 

<< On foot, sir } and if that handsome 
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OV7 MAKKEEtNC^ 43 

ponef be ^^tmrs^ I i^ifld- ^d it Jm^ftii. 
bletftfeeepHi]^ widiyoUr^ \ ^ • * 

^ No Hdless y« <mit'wttIk'uptafiMirteeti 
mile att iour— But ye can c6ike^ '^m€t 
the night as far as Riccartba^ Where^ there 
is a pQbfic— oof tf ye like to -Btop it Jfedkey 
Grieve^s &ttbe Heuch^ they would be.blidie 
to see ye, and -I am just gaoa \ia <dt6p'and 
drhdc a dFam^ at the ddoF ^i^- hkai aiid I 
woidd ' tell liim yoii- i« cfeming up— ©i^ i^yV 
.•^.god&mhi' could yte lend this genflemaft 
the gudemarfs gaUoway^ and Pll send. 
it ower the Waste in 'the rtiOFmng'm''tli* 
callaHtr 

The gaHoWay wtw turned out npoii .tbe . 
fell, and was -swear to cateh-^'VAweel, 
aweel, there's nae help for%-feta; ^liae i^ 
the morn at ony ratd-^And riewi -^gUde- 
wife, I maun ride, to get totlie lidd'el dt 
it be dark, for your Wastie htas buta-kittle 
character, ye ken yourselL" 

" Fie, fie, Mr Dinmont, that's no like 
you to gie the country an ill name—I 
wot tibere hias been nane stirred in thfe 
Waste since SawnejH Culloch, the travel- 
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14 iSUTAIANHBRlHa. 

Jii^ iQ6rohaiiVtI)aft: Bki^ey Overdtes and 
Jock Penny su^ed for at Carlisle. ^w« 
year; Mfock . Tliere's no ane in Bewcaatle 
would do the like o' that now— we be a' 
tru^ folk, Qoiir." 

'■ f^.4y$!i Tib,;thai.wiUbe when thedeil^ 
fbliod^-r-and, ^s^ efen's no sak yet« But 
iiear y^ gudewife^ I. have been through 
maist feck o* Galloway and Dumfries-shire* 
,and I have been : round . by Carlisle, and I 
fW^s at the StiviQsbiebank fair, the day, and 
I wpuld like ill tel>e rubbit Bae near hanae^ 
'SO Fil take the gate;" 

^^ Hae ye been in Dumfries and GaUoc 
way 2^' said the -old d#i9ie^ who sate smo- 
king by the:iire*side, jWd .who had not yet 
spoke a wocd. 

<< Troth havel^ giidewi^, and a weary 
round I've had o't^" 

<< Then yell maybe ken. a place .diey ca' 
Ellangowan ?'* 

*^ Ellangowan, that was Mr Bertram^si^ — 
I ken the place weel eneugh. The Laird 
died about a fortnight since, as 1 heard«'^ 
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<< Dead r--Hiat(| the^ o^r^vKoeMO^ Afop- 
ping hei: pipe, rising and coming £;»ward 
upon the floor*— ^Vdead l-Hare ye.^sipre of 
that?" ^ 

« Troth, am I," said Dimnont, " for it 
made nae sma' noise in the eo^Mtirj-side. 
He died ju3t at the roup of the stocking 
and furniture ; it stoppit the roup, and 
mony folk were .disappointed. They said 
he was the last of an auld family too» and 
mony were sorryr-for gude bkide> sparoer 
in Scotland than it has been." 

" Dead P^ replied the old woman^ whom 
our readers have already- recc^gnized as 
their acquaintance Meg Merrilies-^V doad! 
that quits a' scores. And did ye say he died 
without an heir ?" ; ^ 

<< Aye, did he, gudewife^ and the estate^s 
sell'd by the same token } for they said, 
they could nae have sell'd it, if there had 
been an heir-male." 

** Sell'd !*' echoed the gypsey, with some- 
thing like a scream, ^* and wha durst buy 
f^angowan that was ^ not of Bertram's 
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bblde^^^MaWtu^ &3iiiid tali ii^^b^r the 
bon^y^ lefiiave«]^aito may nofi conie back lb 
claim -hktlaln^f^wfaa ^(ii^ fmy the estate 
and the castie of Ellangowan ?'' 

^ Troth, giid^wtfe, jiidt ante o* thae wri- 
•ter dtSddB thM buys a' thing^hey ca^ him 
GioBsitt, I Ibirtk/' : 

'^Glds^mn-Gibble Gtossin!— 4hat I 
have earned ia my creek a hanelred timeii, 
for 1^ frtother was nde mnekle better' thati 
mys^L-he to j^restirinfe tb T)uy the barony 
of Ellangowari !-KJude be wi* us— it is an 
awfu' warld !_I wished hkn ill— but no 
sick a downfall as a' that neither~waes 
me ! i^es me to tbink o't !*'— She remain- 
ed a moment silent^ but still opposing with 
her hand the farmer's retreat, who, be- 
twixt every question, was about to 'turn 
his'back^ but good«humouredly stopped on 
observit^ the deep interest his answers ap^ 
peared to excite. 

** It will be seen and heard o£^arth 
and sea will not hold Ifeefr peace langer !— 
Can ye sky if- the *saihe man-be now the 

11 
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our UA,m«itfKO. IV 

Sfaexiff <^ tiie cMMcnQr^ tlmt Jhub been sae f(at 
some yean post ?•» 

^ ]i>ia^ he's got some'other birth m Edin- 
hnt^, they say^but ^udeday, gudewife^ 
I maun ride/'^— JSSjte fidlowed him to his 
hoFsei and, while he Arew- <ihe. gii^ths of 
his saddle/ adjusted the walise, afid put^tt 
^e bridle, fstilA piled him vAih qiie6t!6ns 
GOficertiii% f^ Beifra<n\3 ^eathi a^nd thi 
ftte of hh ^ou^Stei^'; oH. iwhiibh> h0weMen 
she cMld dbtafii tt«tl^ ^IbrtiHM&m^ilbte^tlie 
hmesfe fainmei:. ' ' . 

<^ Dij -ye ever see « plice they ^* tJer* 
cleii^^ a6e%pt a mile' ftae the. Place *of E& 



^ I wot w«^ H»ve I> gud«wiA)^«^ ytUd^ 
looldng deii.it is, m'a w4iiii auld wa*9 o^ 
^ealitigs; yooder-^ »a\tr it wh^^^ I gaed 
ower the ground wi^ ahe that v^tited to 
take t&e farmi*^ ; * 

« It was a bUthe bit iMtf* said Meg, 
speaking to herself—" Did ye nodee if 
there 'was an .atild simgh tree that^s m&ist 
blawn ^ewBi' but yet Its roots are in the 
earth, and Jt hong* oM^r tfeifr bit barfi-^ 
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18 our MANNERINO. 

ttiony a da;f hae I wrouglit my stocking^^ 
and sat on my sunkie under tiiat saugh." 

*f Hput, deil's i' the wife, wi* her saughs, 
and her suokies» and £Ilangowans-r-6odw 
sake, woman, let me away— there's saxpence 
t'ye to buy half a mutchkin, instead o' cla« 
vering about thae auld warld stories." 
. ** Thanks to ye, good-man-— and now ye 
}^aj^ answered a' my questions, and neva: 
ngmeil where^e I anked them, V\l gie 
y^r^bit' canny advice, aqd ye niauna speir 
what for ]»ei^^». lib Mun\p8 will be -out 
wi'^tbe stirrup-dram iu a-gliffing— i%e^-ask 
je^ whether ye gang pwer Willie^s brae, or 
through Ck)nscowthart-moss-— tell her ony 
ane ye lik^,. but be ^re (Speaking low and 
emphatically) to. tak the ane ye dimift.tel) 
her/' The^ farmer laughed and profQiaed, 
and the gypsey retreated. 

«« Will you take her advice ?" s$id Brown^ 
who h^d bef i^ au; attenl;iye ligtene;!* to this 
qonv;e]?9atiQQ. 

" ThBt will I Bo— the rai^dy q^eei^ I-^Na* 
I had far rather Tib Mumps kenu'd which 
way I was gaun than her^<-*thiough Tibfs no 
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eVY HANKERING. 19 

jnuckle to lippen to neither, and I would 
wish ye on no account to stay in the house 
a* night.*' 

In a moment ^fter, Tib» the landlady, 
appeared with her stirrup-cup, which was 
taken ofi. She then, as Meg had predict- 
ed, enquired whether he went the hill or 
the moss road. He answered, the latter ; 
and, having bid. Stfowii good^byej and again 
told him, ^^ be fiepended on* sereing himat 
Chi^Ues-faope, tlie jporn at late$t,'' he.irodfe 
^ at a round pace;. ' 
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CHAPTER IL , 
GaUows and knock are too powerful on the highwaf* 

Tiife hint <>f tbe ^hosfMkable iumw ^tta 
jfiot lost OB BM\m. SQt» irhlle he ^aid 
diteii«dlc6llid^i' he aoald: liot wi/A repeat- 
edly fixing his eyes <m Meg Merrifieft. 
She was, in all respects^ the same witch- 
like figure as when we first introduced 
her at £llangowan-Place* Time had griz- 
zled her raven locks, and added wrinkles 
to her wild features, but her height re- 
mained erect, and her activity was unim- 
paired. It was remarked of this woman, 
as of others of the same description, that a 
life of action, though not of labour, gave 
her the perfect command of her limbs and 
figure, so that the attitudes into which she 
most naturally threw herself, were free. 
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imconsUamed^ aad pi^iresiqiMw .At )^ 
sent, she stood by the window of the c6iL 
tagjBi, her, petdop' drawn u^ m. aa lo shew 
to fi^ iadx^dnta^^a her iiiasc\iUiie 'itetiur^ 
and her head ^mewliat tkfOwA^/lli0k,>)iat( 
t|e ^acge^-^^kHi^, ^mJAh lehttrb: jb^jr: fa^. was 
shrouded, might nMilntamipt' their tteadjp 
ga{«t fUi :^i«)i: Mbvirygiteimtt ha. libde, 
and; ey^QT r%o»* heiittoted^ilibiMts^ 

hi^^^fiart, : fcterwaa flurpiif^^^t^ Jlld; id»k be^ 
coidd MifcriQDb ripoH ihttiTsiiigfilat Sgosti 
^iAxmt tome iSknotiQbi . ^/Hiitia I di^aoW^ 
ed- of tticha £giiire?Vi hSiaaid to hijqrarif^ 
<c <M*' does ;Airi wiU aad;^^abl:)looloiig^ 
wmdan retad) to lily madlacsftiplK fiom^ /ofr 
the iStmng^ %i:|fefc I hav0<aeQnSiniditD:lar? 
dian pagodas ?'' '*,. r. ■' 

diMis^ioBil, 'atid tlie hUstesB wras^ engiigiat 
in mnmiiging im1^ii9<wo^toMahit^gls ofi h&£*' 
affiiiii«b^ the fsyp^j suddtilly :iaiide imoi 
dtiiidesi and'seiaed Bnmnfa habdi i He:6x^, 
pectedi of codrsit^ m di4»%'of HeorrAkilliii:' 
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ptbxA^tty, bat she seemed agitaM tiy 649ier 
feelings. 

« Tell me,*' aJie s^id, "tell me in the 
name' of God, yoting mto, what is your 
iMB&e, and whence you came ?'* 

V My name is Brown, mdrti^, and I 
come from the East Indies/' 
; << From the E»it Indies f' dropping his 
fajttidif^li ft sigh, ^^ it cannot be theA---I am 
such an «aiild'£Diol,rthat every<1i)iiig I look 
o&« aeemsi ihe "^thing I want tnakt to- see. 
Bat ihe Etot Indies !--^tliat cannot be~ 
Wed, be what ye will, yehae a face and 
atttn^iie that puts me in mind of auld 
tiines. Gobd^^y^^mabe Imte on your 
road, and if ye see ony of our ^lk,:meddle 
not and make^aot, and tiiey'li do you nae 
harm.*' 

Bcsown, who had by this time recdived 
hk change, pift adiiUing into her huttd, 
bade his hostess «fiir^eweU, and, taking the 
route which' the fanner had gone before, 
walked briskly on, wMi the advantage of 
being guided by the fresh hooi^prints of 
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bis horse. Mc^ Merriiies looked Btber him 
for some time, and then muttered to her- 
selfy ^^ I maim see that lad again — and I 
maim:gat^ back to £llangowan too«--The 
Laird's dead^a t»eel» death pays a' scores 
--he was a kind man amce»~The 'Sheriff's 
flitted/ and I can keep canny in the •bush 
—so there's no muckle hazard o' scouting 
the oramp-ring.-*! woiddlike t* see booay 
EUangbwan again or I die,'* 

Srown, meanwhile, proceeded:at around 
pace ak>ng the moorish trac^ * called the - 
Warte of Cumberland. He psBsed a miiu 
taiy hovaie, towards whieh the hocseman 
who precedied him hod tiq^areatly' turned 
up, ^r hiS' horse's tread wasv evident in 
that-direetieii^ A little fiirtfaer, be seemed 
io have returned again into the road. Mr 
Dhnnrat had jprpbsi^ made a vU^ there 
either of i^iusmeta or pleasure. *^ I idsfa/' 
thoogfai; Brown» '« the good>farmer bad 
stsid till I came up; I shimild not have 
been may to ask him a &w questions 
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ul^ittidit^^oell^mi^to lof jii!tl(iiid8b jamil desb- 
l«(ioil. ./The /fatthr we hekhear high. nor 
r{wft|bohiitc)thef i»iid ia jaUrihfuttk aadb no- 
r^K^e jiuto pdtt*UiiiA«iaa,r«id-atrftgr€»t: 
distance from ^tebf>(ftheri ^ Arouodtdono^ 
tlMxm.i^ 9eta$toHy f^ipi^i UtlJb. attempt at 
Qidtf^itm;;lMtia.:iia2&bfed foylr (itr tmi^ 
stt!«9li«g td!«oiilI wifht ^ihnty^^ te :^^\xf 
ImAhgHl tQ^ isafeoxI^Q' [jtandile .-^oifaoji^ 
abfttb: indimtie^ finliwlsi (ihibf nwurce 
1»xbfir:tlt0.faredi^gia£ii(itffles4hf']^ pei*p}6^ 

tAfs tboo aarfe fhtSsakm^: fa» beifiNnd im 

hiijatokr i^artly Jrowii^itoiBidaBiKtuate iwith 
itagfutttof! iAdr>riei;ip^ liiiQ ittaktf tbil^ 
lii^dti countt^ arlrefiige fiom jubtiod. i iSo^ 
laudipiwcra/tbe-jneiit^of theas diflftiictB')m 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



our MAiniMimcu tS 

early times the : objects of sospicton and 
dislike to their more poliabed neighbours, 
that. there was, and.perbapiBi still :exi8t8» a 
bye^law of the corporation of Ne^reastle, 
prohibiting any. freeman o£ that city to 
ti^e for apprentice a native of certain of 
tl^ae dales. It is pithily. said> '< G^vea 
dog an ill name aindhapghimV' and it 
may be added, if yg^ give a man, or race 
of men, an ill nanie^ they are v^- likely 
to do something that deserves baqging*- 
Of this B|dwn l^d heard sometiii0g, . and 
su^eicted mm^ frohi the discourse be- 
tween, the Itodlady*. Dinnpiont^' ^nd the 
gypaey ; bjftt he was naturally of a fearless, 
disposition, hid nothing about him that 
would tismpt the sppil^rj and tniisted to 
get ikbrOygh the :ti?(7^/e with day4ight. In 
this last pM^cqlar he was likely to |be dis* 
appoialedb^ The way proved longer: than 
he had anticip^ed, ^d the horizon, began 
to grow^iflpomy, ju&t as he entered upon 
an extensive mdrass. 
Chusing his steps with qare and deli- 

VOL. II, B 
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befttlmi^ te -ft^ce&ieA ^Idiig a patrh «h«fe 
MftietiiMii «u!dc betweefn t^«vD ^ittoken black 
bai!A» ^ in6sft <ea]tth> «o»ne^ifieK cuosadl 

^taicfe b<Hneel»i ttiu4iHa water, jooii iMttne* 
tkntes alcmg bea{ft df ;gM^6l ^okI qftoDte» 
Which hiA be&b swept together imAmi 9nm 
tOrMMt or iimt€9>-«^ut £K)m tif^ MigUjconr^ 
ii^g hilla 0^«l*ftoWdd i^ manlijr {^nod tie^ 
low. Hfe'be^AitopondwtidWftlianmiaii 
dMM iwalee )ik >»ay tiiroDgfa «uch biokeii 
ground ; 1^ traces of the booft» Sioweva^ 
wore still ^iUe ; he eimi thought iie 
heard tlieir 0Miid at Mme distMM^ a»d^ 
($imvifi6ed that Mr IKmiMmtV pKgreai 
through the motafts must bt OSI ^ilowor 
tiban Us own, he resolved to piaaHi on, im 
hopes to oviertake hiia> and have the ^Mtlh 
fit of his knowledge of the otmatty. 'At 
this moment his little terrier 9pn»g ibr- 
ward, baikmg most fhriotisly, 

Iftpown quick^ed his .pace, and, attaixu 
ing the summit of a smaH riinng ground, 
saw the subject of the dog*8 alarm* In a 
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aAD^ w]i«p h^ femfy foo«gBi0edi «o be 
J}kuw»t9 1W0 fHlgi^Qdi wkb .tare ^ers « 
a desperate struggle. He was dismoimteil 
md. d^»duaig liiiBM«lf 99 <be . \mt leould 
^nilb }tbe ;buM; of im hwvy inUpw <>«r 
teaifV^er bMtened oa io Jm iMMtanoe^ 
butf we. he teoiild .gel; up, a blew ItSad le- 
velled tbe f^wor vnlh .ihe earth, Mid one 
flf Abe isebbefiy hBoprosmig bis vieteigr^ 
aftnidc bim jeme «MnQileaB strakes scm ibe 
bead. Tbe <Mber viHtta» haatasmog to, 
saaet Bnamti, caUed 4o Jiis jcompanioii t» 
cone al0Qg, ^ for, tlMt one's ron/iot^;'' iiieaiii» 
ja^, firobably, past resistmce sor cemplaiat. 
One nftftaa was amied mtbiae^tJass^ th^ 
Dllierwilii4»;bl^^ee^n| but as tbe load wb 
fiettjr narrow, ^ bnr firenunui,'' 'thou^ 
BrowBt <^a^ I may manage tbem well 
^Ktaf^" "E^ysy met aca>idim|^, yriA 
4be dmast imntderoiis tbr^ite on the part of 
the ruffians. They soon fennd, bowevec, 
that Ifa0r;new opj)onent was equidly stoiit 
and jesditttei} and, after exchangii^ twQ 
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or three blows, one of them told him t^ 
'^ follow his nose over the heath, in the 
devil's name, for Uiey had nothing to say 
to him/' 

Brown rejected this coniposition, as 
leaving to their mercy the unfortuneite 
man whom they were about to pillage, if 
not to mmrder outright ^ and the sktr- 
mish had just recommenced, when Din- 
mont unexpectedly recovered his senses, 
his feet, and his weapon, and hasted to 
Ihe scene of action. • As be had been no 
easy antagonist, eveti when surprised and 
-alone, the villains did not chuse to wait 
his joining forces widi a m^n who Jiad 
singly proved a match for them both^but 
"fied across the bog as fast as their feet 
couM carry them, pursued by Watep^ ^^ho 
had acted gloriously during the skirmish, 
annoying the heels ofthe enemy,'*i9d re^ 
peatedly effecting a moment^s diVemioi^iii 
hi& il^aster's favour^ . - -.- r 

** Deil, but your dog's wed entet^ wi' 
the vermin now," were the fiwt words: ut- 
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tered by the joUy fiirmery as he came up^ 
bis head streaming with Uood, and recog- 
nized his deliverer and his attendant^ 

^ I hope, sir, you are not hurt dang^. 
ously?^ 

«< O, deil a bit— my head can stand a gay 
dour— nae thanks to them though, and 
mony to you. But now, hinney, ye 
maun help me to catch the beast, and ye 
maun get on behint me, for we maun off 
like whittrets before the whole danjam- 
fray be down upon us; the rest o' them 
will not be far off/' The galloway was, by 
good foctune,^ easily caught, and Brown 
made some apcrfogy for overloAdipg the 
animal. 

^* Deil a fear, man,'' answered the pro-, 
prietor, ^< Dumple could carry six folk, if 
his back was lang aneugh— but God's sake 
haste ye, get on, for I see sgoie folk co- 
ming through the slack yonder, that it may 
be just as weel no to wait for." 

Brown was of opinion, that this appari* 
tion of five or six men coming across the 
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mow UmsaJk theiii< should abridge eerd- 
rnony; be tb^elbre mounted Dumj^ (m 
croupe f mA the Kttle spirited ttag caster* 
eft away with «m) men of gfeat i^ae atid 
strength, as if they had been chitdreo^ 
of fA% yeiu?^ did. The rider, to wibo» the 
pMhs of these wildn^ seemed iMlmitiely 
)Hfi)WA, pushed OB at a rapk) pac&, qdafia^ 
l^'ng, irith much des:terity/ to chuse ihe 
Sttfest #oute, in whieh he was Aided hf the 
sagacity of the galloway, who Aever failed 
t^ Ukt thi difficult passes exactly at the 
^jsrtrculai spot, and in the special man^ 
Mt^ Jby which lOrey cauM be mo^ saftly 
. ^Mstd^ Yet^ eten with these advantages^ 
the) road was so broken, and they were so 
often t^owm out of the direct course by 
ir&rkHi9 itnpedimexrts, that they did not 
gaiit fttucfa OH their pursuers. ^ Never 
ittltfidj^'^ said the undaunted Scolcl^an to 
his eompanioni, •* if we were ance by Wi- 
thershins' latch, the road's Ao near sae saffr, 
and we'll show them fair play for't/* 
They eoon came to the place he named, 
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m nUTQ^ Qb»nn^ though, mfaiqh «0a]f;«d«( 
xatlief tIi»Q &qwi9^^ ihu^U st^gQwt stream^ 
aaQtlod over yfi%h bright grew Wos$eSp 
I2troiiQ»t 4ire.<st€^ kh 4tQed t^^wards i^ pan 
where the water appeared to flow wi^i^^ 
MQFe fieckdom f>ve]? n h^^i* bottom ; but 
Diuiiple heiQked freHn tt^e propo§^ qv^^ 
ki^ pbeti put hm hcMd doiWQ a^ if to r^* 
QQAiiQilrft t^ ftwamp mose ne^^, %tr^t(^- 
td forwwd.hi^ for^ii^ta, ^nd i^^^d m fa4 
Mifbi^ hud been «ul out of ftg^fy. 

*« Had we not better," si^id S^qwoj^ << disr 
mount aad leave hm to ^is fate— pr caa 
yvn not urge him through th§ i^yFamp ?'^ 

•* Na, n«i'* said hia pilcM:, ^^ ijif^ n»a,flp 
OOS8 Dumple at no f »te-^he h^^ n}$(tr 
sense than mony a Christian." Sto sgyingi 
he rehuced the mmf and eh^I^ th^ 
loosely. ^ Come pow, lad^ fek^ yo\ir 9J9 
way o't^let'a see where ye'U t«ii» n« 
throu^/' 

Dtimple, left to the freedom of hi* own 
will, trotted briskly tO another part ftf the 
hlch, less prcNmi^ing, 9» Br^wn tbougbty i& 
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appearance, but which the animaP^ saga«^ 
city or experience recommended as the 
safer of the two, and where, plunging in,' 
he attained the other side with little diffi- 
culty. ---••:• ■ ' . 

•* I'm glad we're out^o- thftt moss,'' said 
Dinmont, ** where there's mairstaUes 
fof horses than change-houses for mea— 
Vre have the Maiden-way to help us now 
at ony rate/' Accordingly, they speedi- 
ly gained a sort of rugged causeway* so 
called, being the remains of aa old Ro* 
man road, which traverses these wild re^ 
gions in a due northerly direction. Here 
they got on at the rate of iiine or i:en 
miles an hour, Domple seeking no other 
respite than what arose from changing bis 
pace from canter to trot. *^ I could gar 
him show mair action," said his master, 
<*but we are.twa lang4eggit chields after 
a% and it would be a pity to stress Dum^ 
ple~there was na the like o' him at Stane- 
shiebank fair the day." Brown readily 
assented to ^ propriety of sparing the 
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horse,' and added, that, as they were now 
&r out of reach of the rogues, he thought 
Mr Dinmont had better tie a handkerchief 
round Jbis head, for fear of the cold frosty 
air aggravating the wound. 

** What would I do that for ?** answered 
the hardy farmer j " the best way's to let 
the blood barken upon the cut-— that saves 
plaisters, hinney.'* 

Brown, who in his military profession had 
seen a great many hard blows pass, could 
not help remarking, " he had never known 
such severe strokes received with so much 
apparent indiflference." 

** Hout, tout, man— I would never be 
making a hum-dudgeon about a scart on 
the pow — ^but we'll be in Scotland in five 
minutes now, and ye maun gang up/ to 
Charlies-hope wi' me, that's a clear case." 

Brown readily accepted the offered hos- 
pitality. Night was now falling, when 
they came in sight of a pretty river wind- 
ing its way through a pastoral country. • 
The hills were greener and more abrupt 
B 2 - 
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thdfti those which Brown had Iiitely passed, 
sifikftig their grassy sides at otice upon flke 
rivef. They had tto pretensions to mag- 
nificence^ of height or to rot^antic shapes^ 
nor did their smooth sweBing slopes exhi* 
bit either rocks or woods. Yet the view 
was wildy solitary, and pleasingly rural. No 
inclosures^ no roads> almost no tiHage--» 
it seemed a land" which a patriarch would 
have chosen to feed his flocks and herds» 
The remains of here and there a disman- 
tied and ruined tower, showed that it had 
once harboured beings of a very different 
description from its present inhabitants^ ^ 
those freebooters, nameiy, to whose exploits 
the wars between England and Scdtiand 
bear witness. 

Descending by a path towards s well^ 
known fbrd, Dumple crossed the small ri- 
ver, and then^ sickening his pace, trotted 
itbout a mile briskly up its banks, and 
approached two or three low thatched 
houses, placed with their angles to each 
other^ with a ^at contempt of regulari- 
. 3 
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hope, fN-f In (^ language oi tk^ CMmtqra 
^ the Town/* A oiost ftvioua barkiog^u 
set vtp at thak appmaqh, 1}^ Ibfi wholtf 
three generates c€ Muatard asd 2fepp«ri 
and a number of allies^ names unknown. 
The farmer made his well-known voice 
lustily heard to restore order — ^the door 
opened, and a half-dressed ewe-milker, who 
had done that good office, shut it in their 
&ces, in order that she might run ben 
the liouscf to cry, ** Mistress, mistress, it's 
the master, and another man wi' him." 
Dumple, turned loose, walked to his own 
stable-door, and there pawed and whinnied 
for admission, in strains which were an« 
swered by his acquaintances from the inte- 
rior. Amid this bustle, Brown was fain to 
secure Wasp from the other dogSf who, with 
ardour corresponding more to their own 
names than to the hospitable temper of their 
owner, were much disposed to use the in* 
trader roughly. 
In about a minute a. stout labourer was 
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patting Dumple, and introdticiiig him into 
the stable, while Mrs Dinmont, a well-look* 
ed buxom dame, welcomed her husband 
with uirfeigned rapture. ** Eh, sirs ! gude- 
mm, ye hae been a weary while away T* 
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CHAPTER IIL 

Liddell till qow, except in Doric lays 
Tuned to. her murmurs by her love-sick sirafns. 
Unknown in song — though not a purer stream 
Rolls towards the western main. 

Arl qfPreaerting Heaith, 

The present store-farmers of the south of 
Scotland are a much more refined race than 
their fathers^ and the manners I am now to 
describe have either altogether disappear- 
ed, or are greatly modified. Without lo- 
sing their rural simplicity of manners, they 
now cultivate arts unknown to the former 
generation, not only in the progressive 
improvement of their possessions, but in 
all the comforts of life* Their houses are 
more commodious, their habits of life re- 
gulated so as better to keep pace with 
those of the civilized world, and the best 
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of luxuries, the luxury of knowledge, has 
gained much ground among their hills du« 
ring the last thirty years. Deep drinking, 
formerly their greatest failing, is now fast 
losing ground ; and, . while the frankness 
Qf their extensive hospitality continues the 
same, it is, generally speaking, refined in. 
its character^ * aod restrained in its ex<^ 
cesses. 

« Deii's in the wife,** said Dandy Din- 
tnont, shaking ofi* his spouse's embrace, but 
gently, and with a look o£ great affection ; . 
«* deil's in ye, Ailie— d'ye no «ee the stran- 
ger gentleman ?** . 

Ailie turned to make her apology**— 
^ Troth, I was sae weel pleased to see 
the gudeman, that — But, good gracious, . 
what's the matter vn* ye baith !** — ^for they 
were now in her little parlour, and the 
candle showed the streaks of blood which 
iMnmont's wounded head had plentifully^ 
imparted to the clothes of his companion 
as well as to his own. ^ Ye've been fight* 
ing again, Dandy, wi^ some & the Bew« 
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castle horse^conpers ! Wow, mail, a married 
man, yn* a bonn^ family like jours, ahonld 
ken better what a ftther^s li^^s worth in 
the warld/*— -The tears stood in the good 
woman's eyes as she spoke. 

" Whisht 1 whisht? gudewife,'^ said her 
husband, widi a smack that had much more 
affection than ceremony in it, " Never 
mind—* never mind-— there's a gentleman 
that wiH tell you, that just when I had 
ga'en np to Lourie Lowther's, and had 
biddin the drinking cf twa cheeters, and 
gotten just in again upon the moss, and 
was whigging caniiily awa hame, twa land- 
loupers jumpit out of a peat-hag on me 
or I was thinking, and got me down, and 
knevdled me sair aneuch, or I could gar 
my whip walk about tfieir lugs-^and troth, 
gudewife, if this honest gentleman hadna 
come up, I wcHild have gotten mair licks 
than I like, and lost mair siller than I could 
weel spare ; so ye niaun be thankful to 
him for it, under God/* With that he 
: drew from his side-pocket a large greasy 
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leather pocket-book^ and bade the gudewife 
lock it up in his.kist 

<< God bless the gentlemaD, and e'en 
God bless him wi' a' my heart— ^but. what 
can we do for him, but to gie him the 
meat and quarters we wadna refuse to the 
poorest body on earth — ^unless (her eye di^ 
rected to the pocket-book, but with a feel- 
ing of natural propriety which. made the 
inference tl^e most delicate possible,) unless 

there was ony otl^er way" :Bi:own saw, 

and estimated at its due rate, the mixture 
of simplicity and grateful generosity which 
took the downright way of expressing. iU 
self^ y^t qualified. with so. much delicacy; 
he was aware his awn appearance plain at 
best, and now torn. and. spattered with 
blood, made him an object of pity, at least, 
and perhaps of charity. He hastened tor 
say his name was Brown, a.cajrtain.in the 
— regiment of cavalry, travelling for 
pleasure, and upon /oot, both from mo- 
tives of independence and economy ; and 
he begged his kind landlady would look 

6 
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at her husband^s wounds^ the state 06 
which be had refused to permit him to 
examine. Mrs Dinmont was used to her 
husband's broken heads more than to the 
presence of a captain of dragoons. She 
therefore glanced at a table cloth, not 
quite clean, and conned over her proposed 
supper a minute or two, before, patting 
her husband on the shoulder, she bade hi» 
sit down for <* a hisu-d-headed loon, that was 
aje bringing htmsell and other folk into 
collie-shangies." 

' When Dandy Dinmont, after executing 
two or three caprioles, smd cutting the High* 
land-fling, bj way of ridicule of his wife's 
anxiety, at last deigned to sit down, and 
commit his round, black, shaggy bullet of 
a head to her inspection. Brown thought 
be had seen the regimental surgeon look 
grave upon a more trifling case. The 
goodwife, however, showed some know- 
ledge of chirurgery— she cut away with 
her scissars the gory locks, whose stiffen- 
ed and. coag^ilated clusters interfered with 
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k» epjomtioQs, tiulcbpped on tibe wound 
ttODQttJitit^beameaced viiAt a yidnecKy adver 
Qateemed aoveseigik by the vbofe dale> 
(wkich afibrdod upoB Fair nigitts eonaidei^ 
able exptm^mce o£ saeh caaes)-^altt thes 
&Bed liec pluster witk a bandage^ mAp 
fl|ttte of hn patieoii'a reatstaoce^ policd 
4}mr aU a oight>€af)ik to keep ev%ry thing 
lA ita ngbt phce« JSkma contualooa oa 
^ bfow aod abouldara sba fomeated with 
braad2f». wbiob the patient did not permit 
till ihe medicine had paid a heavy tdl to 
Ifm mouth. Mrs DftimKint then ainxplyf but 
otodidly. ofib^ ber aaaittance to Broim« 

JHe aiasured her be had' no occasion Jbr 
anjp thing bat the accommodation of a ba^ 
aon and toweL. 

«^ And that's what I should have thought 
of sdoiier/' she said, '' and I did think o't, 
but I dura(t na opea.tha door i^. for there's 
a' the bains^ poor things, sae keen to see 
their &tber." 

This esiplained a great drumming and: 
whining at the door of the IHtte parloivv 
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Aotii^ fits jfiiid hAdlady had 0tAf noticed 
it li^ ftedteniikig tke iKiIt as MOn na she hesfd 
it begii^. Bat <» her opeakig' the door to 
seek the hasim and towel, (for she never 
thooght oi showing the guest to a sepMitte 
no96tf) a* whole tide of white-headed urcll* 
ins s&eMned in^ some from the sCahte, whorto 
thejr had heeii «eenig Dample, and gh'iiig 
him a welcome home V9n^ part of their 
fimr-hdiim seottes ; oO^ers from the kitcheoi 
where the^ had been listemiig> to sfdld EW 
spiefa^s tales and ballads ; and the yoong^ 
est baltnaked» out of bedi all roaring to 
see daddy, and to entire what he bad 
brotight home for them from the vsn&aB 
fitirs be had visited in his peregrinatioM. 
Our knight of the broken head first kissed 
and hugged them all round, then distribu* 
ted whistles, penny^trumpets, and ging€»*» 
bread ; * and, lastly, when the tumults of 
their joy and welcome got beyond bear- 
ing, exclaimed to his guest—" TTiis is a* 
Ihe gudewiffe's fault, captain— she will gk 
the bairns a' their ain way." 
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/: V Jtfe ! ;Lc«Rd help pie,'* said AUie,: ^^o- 
dt that in^^ta^.entdred with th^ bason and 
e.wer, " hQWi,€aa I U^^^ki^j^l have nae- 
tWiig dse, ta gie then), poor tb^g^ .!** 

. Dinmopt therj.ex^fted^imp^i^^il^j.be- 
tweisn coaxiiygy thF^tab.a:nd,sboyin^ 'clear* 
e^d the room of all the intrudeiia,. except- 
liig a boy and girl, t^^two eldest of the 
family^ who could, a^he observed, behave 
th^selyes ^ << djbs^jgactjy.''^ : For. ify^ rsame 
reason, .but witii less, ceremony^ all the 
dogs .were kicked ou^, excepting the ve- 
nerable putriarphs, old Pcjpper an^ Mus- 
tard, wbopi frequent castigation ^^d the 
advance pi years had inspired witb^uch a. 
share pf passive hospitality, that,, after 
mutual explanation and remonstrance in 
the shape of some growling, they admit- 
ted Wasp, who had thitherto judged it safe to 
keep beneath his master's chair, ta a share 
of a dried wcdder's skin, .whiqh, with the 
wool uppermost. and. unshorn, served alLthe 
purposes of a Bristol hearth-rug. 
The active bustle of the mistress (so she 
• ' I ' ' ' ■ . ,. 1 . 
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was cklled ifl Hie kitchen,- add thfe gUde- 
w^ in tlierlp^lour) had already signed 
the fate of k'fedupte'bf-fti^s, which, for 
want of'4;iilie to dress' thetn ot^lwise^ 
soon appeared < reeking -from the gridiron, 
or- blander, as Mrs Dinmont denomina- 
ted it. A * huge piece of cold' bee^am; 
eggs, hotter^ cakes, knd barley^meat ban* 
nocks in plenty; made up the entertain- 
ment, which was to be diluted with home- 
brewed ale of jCSxceilent quality, abd a 
t^ise-botlie of btaildy. Few soldiers woiild 
fkid fkalt with sudh cheer aftier a day^t 
hard exercise, and a skirmish to bdot ; ac* 
^ordingly Brbwn did goreat honour to the 
eatables. -'^ While the goodwafe pisirtly aid- 
^d, ' partly instructed, a -great stout servant 
girl,' with chedi^ as red as her tQp-knol; 
to' remove the supper matters, and supply 
sugtt andhot watei^, <wikj«h, 'iit<tbe damL 
sd-s aiKciity/toi gsize upbiran aotiial live 
eapteiik^ sli^ was m some danger of ibrget- 
ting,) Br03^d> took an> o^^portunil?^ to adt 
his 'hbst,''wiiether ht did^not repent of ha- 
ving neglected the gypsey's hint. 
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«< \(^ hcHjif >?"' .mmescA he ; ^tbey're 
ipiaer devife^^-iiuiybe X jqght just bgve 
faeapedM gwgtooicKt the^idier. Ab4 
70t I9t 490 fM^ thi4 nejAher i far if that 
nn^y wife wM /Qoimqg to Cbarlies-bope^ 
sbe abould have « pint liQittle o*4)kiM4]r ^^iul 
a ptBad o* tobwce to wear her thcoi^li 
ihe'Wtttfer. -Tfaey'^e gueer devils^ as my 
aidd iathw used to ^s^y^they'ris warsj^ 
where they ^re wn»t :guided^here^8 tuakh 
gu^ ^nd )tll about 4iie .gjq[>nes/'-— h^ 

Xhiflb «id 8QiM otbor 4e0i:dtoiy eeiiHFor- 
emtieiif soured m a ^' ehoemg^kMn'' to 
dfiiw iM bnether t»^ of rale and aeotber 
wkeefw^f <aa Dinvioiil toraied it hi his oom^ 
iff phfeee, ^of ^bcandy ^nd waller. JBrewa 
iklieKi tveadbtedy rdeclmed all fai!tber, con** 
:«mi(ltb)r Sot that .evesiisig, :p!leadtiig hia 
t»wa iUMasttiCMs imd ^e effisoto of the 
.iriu^liaiib»^fa!eieig ^niicU^warethai; it would 
teve amfled itothing to have jremoQitra- 
^ted 4ilh ius hoBt <<m tike danp^er ftlMit ^&- 
;teB8 'ii%ht hwe oocaaioned ito lii$ <ywn 
law wmmdiaKl Ifloe^ coiceiftb. A vecy 
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bed-roQiD» but a very dean bed^ 
received the traveller, and the sheets 
made good the courteous vaunt of the 
hostess, ** that they would be as pleasant 
as he could find ony gate, for they were 
washed wi* the fairy-well water, and bleach* 
edon the bonnie white^;owaos^ aadJbeeded 
by Nelly and hefwlL, and whsrt «iild #o- 
man, if she was a queen, do nnfir for them V 
They indeed rivalled snow in wHteness, 
and had,1»eaid6% a pleasant fragrance from 
the manner in which they had been bleach- 
ed. liitieWaip^ after lidcinghiavniter's 
hmd to ad: ieaw, Doixdnd (faimadf on itbe 
coveriet at ins ffa^ ; and; the laaveBer^ 
mses were socnlost in gratefel i 
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. CHAPTER ^IV. 

Give ye,' Britoas, then \ 

Your flportiv^ fui7i picjless,! to poor 

I^oose on the nightly robber of , the fold. 

Him, firom hia.craggy winding haunts unearthed, 
' Letallth'etHiinder of the chace pursue, 
i' ' '' r ^ Vhomsov^h Seasom. - 

Bbown rose early in the morning, and 
"vmlked out to look at the establiidiinent 
of his new friend. All was rough and 
neglect^ in the heSghbourhood of the 
house ; — a paltry garden, no pains taken to 
make the vicinity dry or comfortable, and 
a total absence of all those little neatnesses 
which give the eye so much pleasure in 
looking at an English farm*house. There 
were, notwithstanding, evident signs that 
this arose only from want of taste or igno- 
rance, not from poverty, or the negligence 
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which attends it. On the contraiy, a no« 
ble cow-houaey well fflled wil;h good milk 
COWS9 a feediog^hause, with ten buUockt 
ef the moist approved breed, a stable with 
two good teams of horses, the appearance 
•f domestics active, industrious^ and ap- 
parently contented with their lot.; in a 
word, an air of libersd though sluttish 
plenty indicated the wealthy fiirmen Th& 
situation of the house above the river 
fwmed a gentle declivity, which relieved 
the inhabitants of the nuisances which 
might otherwise have stagnated around 
them. At a little distance was the whple 
band of children, playing and bmlding 
houses with peats round a huge dodder^ 
ed oak tree, which was called Charlie V 
Bush, from some tradition respecting an 
old 'freebooter who had once inhabited 
the spot. Between the farm-house and 
the hill, pasture was a deep morass, termed 
m that countiy a «lack ; it had once been 
the defence of a ibrtalice, of which no 
vestiges now remained, but which wa^ 
VOL. n. c 
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said to have bedn inhabited by tbe saiae 
doughty hei^ \v« have now aUurddd to. 
Brawn e*d«aVdi)tfed tfr nmke some acr 
quamtanee with the ehildrc^, bot << tbe 
rogues fled from bim Mke Qttichsihrer'' — 
though the two eldest stood peeping vAten 
they had got to some distance* The tra- 
velkr then turned his course towards ike 
hfll, crossing the al^rei^d swamp by a range 
of stepping-stones, neilber the broadest nor 
steadiest that liould be imagked. He had 
not climbed far up the hill when he met a 
man descendii^. 

He soon recognized his^ Wc^rfhy |i0st, 
though a maudf as it is called, or a grey 
shepherd's plaid, supplied his travelling 
jockey coat, and a cap> faced with wild- 
cat's fur, more cmnmodronsly covered his 
bandaged head than a hat would have 
done.' As he appeared through the morn- 
ing mist. Brown, acdustotned to judge of! 
men by their thewes and sinews, could 
not help admiring his height, tbe keadth 
of his shoulders, and the steady innness 
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oilm stepi Dimnont intanall^rpaid the 
same complmieiit to Bro\ra, wiiose atfatotie 
form h0 now f&amei aomewlMit store at 
leisure tlm&brhfld done fynatlAy^ After 
the lisMl gfeetmgtt of die mmmng^ the 
giMt: enxpdreA whedier Us b«0t found any 
inconvenient conseqitenceer ftom the last 
night's affisaj.. 
'' I had maist fmpsmnX'* said the haidy 
B<»derer, ^ but I think thk momiBg, now^ 
tkt lam fradi aadisober^ if you and I were 
at the WithershiQs' Latch» \H' ilka ane a 
gude oak . soHide in his hand, we wadna 
turn back, no for half a dozen o' yon staffs 

'^ But are ymi prudent; my good sir, not 
iotake aof hoar or two^s repose after recei^ 
ving suchiSereoe oontusions i^ 

^Confwiona!: locd^ Captain^ naething 
omfbsea my heat^I ance jumped up and 
laid the 4ogA on the fox after I had tum- 
bled firom the tap o' C3iristenbury Craig $ 
and that might have confused me to pur« 
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poae. Na, aaethiiig confuses met ufdess' 
it be a screed .o' drink at an orra time. 
JB^sideSy I behooved to be round the hirsel 
tills mocningy and see how the herds were 
coming on-^diey're apt to be negligent 
wi' their Jfdot-balls, aiid fairs^ and trysts, 
w^6n ane's^away. And there I met wi' 
Tarn o' Todshaw, and a whin o' the rest 
e*: the bUliea lOn the water side ; they're a' 
lor ^a fox-hunt this jnomingy^ye'll gang"? 
FU gie yew Dumple, and take-the brood 
maire mysell';'* 

/^ But I fear Ixmist leave you, Mr Din- 
mont/* 

« The fiend a bit o* that— FU no part 
"wi'jfliU at ony rate for a foitnight ^mait— 
Na, na ; we dinaa meet sic fiiends as you 
on a Bewcastte moss eveiy night.'^ 

JBlrown had not designed his journey 
should ; be a speedy, one ; he therefore^ 
readily compounded With: thi9 hearty in- 
vitation^ by agrioeixlg to paad = a week Jit 
Cbarlies^hoi^. 
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* On their return to the house, ^her^ the 
goodwife presided over anf ample breaks 
fast^ she heard newsr of the-proposed fox« 
hunt^ Hot indeed i??ith approbation, but 
without alarm or surprise. ** Dand ! ye*re 
the auld man yet-ruaething ;wrtt make ye 
take warning till yeVe. brought hame somit 
day wi* your feet foremost*** 
' ^* Tut^lass I ye kehyoursell I ftm.nevep 
aprin the wator o* iny rambles!'* . 
I So saykig^ he exhorted Brown to be has<^ 
ty in dispatching his breakfast, as, ^<the 
frost having giVen way, the scent would lie 
this mbroiflg^rimdy.f* 

Out they a^Qied accordingly for Otier^ 
scope^scaurs, the farmer leading the way; 
They soon 'quitted the little valley, and 
involved themselves among hills as steep 
as they could be without being precipi*- 
tous. The sides often presented gullies^ 
down which, in the winter season, or after 
heavy ^ rain, the. torrents descended with* 
great fury. Some daisied mists still fleat^ 
ed along the peaks of the hills, the re* 
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maiRSjaf the morning cloiads, for the f]X)st 
had broken i^ vitii a smart ^bovftet* 
•Through these fleecy screens wa*e seen 
a liundred little temporary streamlets, 0# 
dlis, descending the sides of the moan* 
tttins,lik» silver threads. By raiall sheep* 
txadks Amg liiese steeps, owr i^ich Din- 
mont trotted with the most feadtess €O0& 
demse, they at length idrew near the scene 
of sport, and began to see odier metii both 
qo jptCKie andfoot, mafeiiig towajods tise place 
(^ rendeavous. Brosm was puzzling him^ 
sdf to C0nomie how a ibx-chase could telce 
place among hills, where it wm loardy pos«* 
sible&r a poney, acaMtdtoed to the groutid, 
to trot along, hot where, quitting the track 
Ikxc half a yard's breadtli^ the rider miglit 
be eithar bogged, or precipitated dowti the 
bank. This wondar was not dimhaished 
when he came to the place 4iif action. 

They liad ^laduaUy sescended very highv 
and now found themselm oi) a moun- 
tatn»ridge) overhanging a glen of ^at 
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liq^bt hvit exU&mAy Barrow. Here the 
sposttmen had eoU^ted, with an appara^ 
tos which would have shocked a soember 
(£ the I^cfaely ' Hunt ; fqv, the ol^ect be* 
ing tiie raiwval cf a nQ:^ious imd destnic* 
tii!e aiitmaU as wdl as t^e pleasures of the 
diaae, poor Reyoafd was ajiowed much 
leas £sur pli^ thin wh^a pi9P»ied in foroi 
dtfough aa cq^ ooontry. The strength 
of im habttatioot h9wev§r> and the na<^ 
toce of the gmimd b|^ which k was «ui> 
nrndod on ail sides, Jq^pli^d what was 
wapBting in the 'Conrt^ of his porsuerSf 
Tbc aides Ji^th^ gl/ef» were fai^](^n hanks 
of eaitb, and t o(!ks of reptten stofneb which 
sunk sheer down to the liitle winding 
stream befanr, affording here and there a 
tufi 0f scathed te-u^tvoodf ^ ^ patch pf 
fiirze. Along the edge$ oS this ravinp^ 
whidi, as we have md^ wa^ yery na^rrowi 
but of inDfonnd dq^th^ ^e huqti^rs on korse 
and foot ranged themselves ; almost .every 
fiormer had uritb him at leiast a. brace of 
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large and fierce gre^^h^ndS) of &e race 
of those vdeer-dogs which were fonneriy 
used in that country^ but greatly lessexi^ 
ed in size from- being ero^sed with the 
common breeds The bimtsiiuuiv ^ ^f t of 
provincial office^ of the diistrict^ who re^^ 
ceives a certain supply <^\ meal, and a re** 
ward for every fox he destroys, was id^ 
ready at the bottom of the dell^ whose 
eehoes^ thundered to the chiding of two 
or three brace of ^x-fadunds. Terriersj. 
includiiag tiiie wftole.generatio&of Pq^)er 
and Mustard, were also in attendime^ 
having been sent f<»rward under the care 
of a shepherd. Mongrel^ whelp, and cui^ 
of low degree^ filled up the burthen of the 
chorus. The spectators on the brink of 
the ravine, or glen, held their greyhounds 
in leash, in readiness to slip them at. the 
fox, as soon as the activity of tiie party 
below should force him to abandon his 
cove^r.. . 

The scene, though uncouth to the eye 
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of a pix^ssed spdrtsmsin, had somediiog 
in it wildly captivating. The shifting fi- 
gures on the mountain-ridge, having the 
sky for their back-ground, appeared to 
move in air. The dogs, impatient of their 
restmipt, and maddened with the .baying 
beneath, sprung here and Ibire, and strain* 
ed at the slip^ which^ prevent^ them 
from joming their eompsuiions* Looking 
down, the view was equally striking; 
The thii^ mists were not totally dispersed 
in ^ the glen, ^o that it was often through 
their gauzy medium that the eye strove 
to discover the motions of the hunters foe- 
low. Sometimes a ^breath o^ wind madt 
the scene visible, the blue'riil glittering at 
it twined itself through its rude and isoB- 
tary dell. They then could see thi6 shep- 
herds springing with fearless activity from 
one d^tngerous point to another, and cheer- 
ing the dogs on the scent, the whole so 
diminished by depth and distance, that 
they locked like pigmies. Again the mists 
c S 

s 
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doseorertbett, aoddie^yG^ttof thcfir 
oontiaued exertion are the haUoos of the 
men, and damoarB of the houndsi ascend- 
ing, as it were, out of the bowels of tbe 
earth. When the &ix, thus {lesaeented 
from one Btrong-hold to anoftber^ was at 
length oUigfid to abandctti his yalleyt and 
to break away for a more di^tMit retreibl;i 
Ihose who waidbed ios motioos from the 
top slipped liieit greyhounds, which, eic« 
cdUi^ the fox in awiftmas, and equaUing 
him in ferodty and spirit^ isoon' broqght 
the pionderer to his life's end* 

In tins way, witboist any attention to 
the ordinary rules and deocmms of sporty 
iiut apparently as much to the gratification 
faodi of bipeds and quadrupeds iui if all had 
been followed, four foxes were killed on 
dus active morning ; and even Biown hiaa^ 
arif, though he had seen the princely sporiB 
of india, and ridden a tiger-bunting upott 
an elephant with the Nabob of Areot, pKN- 
fessed to have reedived a day^s exceUent 
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fiir ithe ^^y^ m^t i^i tj^e spcytomeSf ;ae9«r4^ 
ing to thQ eM»b}i9hed hoei^i^y 9f, i^ 
country, went to dine at Charlies-hope. 

During their return homeward. Brown 
rode for a short time beside the huntsman, 
and asked him some questions concerning 
the mode in which he exercised his profes* 
sion. The man showed an unwillingness to 
meet his eye, and a disposition to be rid of 
his company and conversation, for which 
he could not easily account. He was a thin, 
dark, active fellow, well framed for tlie 
hardy profession which he exercised. But 
his face had not the frankness of the jolly 
hunter J he » was down-looked, embarrass* 
ed, and avoided the eyes of those who 
looked hard at him. After some unim- 
portant, observations on the success of the 
day. Brown gave him a trifling gratuity, 
and rode on with his landlord. They 
found the goodwife prepared for their re- 
ception--the fold imd the poultry*yard fur- 

11 
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nkhed the entertainment, and the kind and 
heirrty welcome made amends for all defi- 
ciencies in elegance and fashion. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Hie Elliots and ArmstroogB did opBveiief 
They were a gallant company ! 

Ballad of Johnnie Anmtrong* 

Without noticing the occupations of 
an intervening day or two, which, as they 
consisted of the ordinary sylvan aiyiuse- 
ments of shooting and coursing, have no- 
thing sufficiently interesting to detain the 
reader, we pass to one in some degree 
peculiar to Scotland, which may be call- 
ed a sort of salmon-hunting. This ^hase, 
in which the fish is pursued and struck 
with barbed spears, or a sort of long- 
shafted trident, called a toaster^ is much 
practised at the mouth of the Esk, and 
in the other salmon rivers of Scotland. 
The sport is followed by day and night. 
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but most commonly in the latter, when 
the fish are discovered by means of torch- 
es, or fire-grates, filled with blazing frag- 
ments of tar-barrels, which shed a strong, 
though partial, light upon the water. 
Upon the present occasion^ the principal 
party were embarked in a crszy boat upon 
a part of the river which was enlarged and 
deepened by the restraint of a mill-wear, 
while others, like the ancient Bacchanals 
in their gambols, ran along the banks, bran- 
dishing their torches and qpear^ and pur- 
suing the sab[ion« some of which endea? 
voured to escape ap the streaoi, while 
others, shrouding themselves uader joots 
of trees, fragments of stones, apd large 
rocks, attempiied to conceal themselves 
from the researches of the fisbennen. These 
the party in the boat detected by the 
slightest indications ; the twiaikling qi, a 
fin, the rising of an air-bell, was sufficient 
to point out to these adroit i^rtsmen in 
what directipn to use their weaypon. 
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Tbe acwe was iBexpseBsiUy uiimating 
to thoae- acoUfitcnpaed to it f but as Browa 
was not practised to we the 4ifeUf Im 
sQoa tkiBd of makifig ^SartB^ wliich vviere 
atteadM >^tth no other coawqueAcas daaa 
jarriiig l^s urns againtt the racks at tfao 
botfcMi'Of ^ fi¥€r, i^ii which, instead 
of the ^e¥0t^d T8sil«i6i)» he often bestow* 
ed bis \Aom^ Nor did he relish, though 
he ooaceaJLed feeliags which w4Mild n^ 
have beea understood^ beii^ quite S9 
near the agomes of the expiring sakaoa 
as tbef lay flapping about in the boat^ 
which they moistened^ with their blood. 
He theiefere requested to be put ashore^ 
and, from the top of a heughf or broken 
bank, «i^yed d^ scene much nuMre to his 
own satisfaction. Often he thought of his 
fiiend Dudley the ariist, when be observed 
the etifeist produced by the strong red glare 
on the r^HBantic.ban^ under which the 
boat glided. Now the light diminished to 
a distant star that seemed to twinkle H^ii 
the waters, like those which, according to 
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the legends of the country, the water-keJpy 
sends for the purpose of indicating the wa^* 
tery grave of his victims^ ' Then it advan« 
ced nearer, brightening and enlarging as it 
again approached, till the brOad flt^kaing 
ilame rendered bank, aod rock/ and tree; 
visible as it passed, tinging them with itet 
own red glare of dusky light, and re-' 
s^ing them gradually to darkness, or 
to pale moojilight, as it receded. ' By this 
Mght also were seen the figures in the 
boat, now hiding high their weapons; 
now stooping to strike, nbw standing up^ 
tightj bronzed, by the same red glare, into 
a colour which might have befitted the re- 
gions of Pandaemonium.' c 

Having amused himself fof some time 
with these effects of light and shadow. 
Brown strolled homewards towards the 
farm-bouse, gazing in his way at the otl»er 
persons engaged in the sport, two or three 
of whom are generally kept together, one 
holding the torch, the others with their 
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spears, ready to avail themselves of the 
light it affords to strike their prey. As 
he observed one man striiggUbg with a 
very Weighty salmon which he had spear^ 
but was unable ^completdy to raise from 
the water. Brown advanced close to the 
bank to see the issue of his exertions. The 
man who held the torch in this instance 
was the hantsnmn, whose sulky demean^ 
our Brown had already noticed with sur- 
prise — " Come here, sir ! come here, sir ! 
look at this ane ! look at this ane ! He 
torhfl up a side like a sow/'— Suc^ was the 
cry from the assistants when some of diem^ 
observed Brown advancing. 

** Ground the waster weel, man! ground 
the waster weel !~haud him down— ye hae 
Dae the pith o* a cat !**— were the cries of 
advice, encouragement, and eicpostulatidn, 
from those who were on the bank,' to the 
^rtsmaa^ engaged with the salmon, who 
stood up to his middle in water, jingling 
among broken icie, struggling iigainst the 
force of tiie fish and the strength of thecur« 
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cent, and dalMOus in mhat manner be should 
attempt to secure his booty. As Brown 
came to the eige of the bank, he called 
oatr^^ Hold up your torcfaf iriend hunts* 
man/' for he had already distingaished his 
dusky features by the strong light cast 
upon it by the blaze ; but the fellow no 
sooner heard his voice, and saw, or rathear 
eondiided it was Browjs who approached 
him« £tmi, iaa^Bsd tit advanciag his lights 
he let it.dsropt as if aooideniallyy in tbp 
water. 

«• Theifairs inGi^rieir said the spear- 
man, as Ihe fn^ments c^ glowing wood 
floated half-blazing^ half-sparkliqg, but soon 
esctingui^iedf di^m the streamr*" the deil's 
in the man l-rlU never niiaster him with- 
<mt the lij^t— rand 4i braver kipper, could I 
Vut labd htm, never related abune a pair o' 
deeks/'^-iSktme' dashed into the water to 
lend jdadr assistance^ aiad the fish^ ^iriiich 
ygaJB afterwards found to neigih Madly thirty 
pdniidfl, was landed in safety. 

The bdiavimur of the jkuhismafi strode 
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Brcywn, althoagh he had no recollection 
of hh face, nor could conceive why he 
s^iooldt as it appeared he evidently did, 
liiim Im observation* Could be be one of 
the footpads he had ^encdontered a &w 
dsp^s before ?^The suppositioQ was not ai- 
togetfaer ksprobable) although mwarran^ 
ed by any observation he was able to 
make ixpoa the man's figure and faoe«. To 
be auce thie villams wone dieir hata nack 
dooched, had loose ooat8» and their t9i2e 
was sot in any way so peculiady chsccimaii 
nated as to tenable bitn to resort to. that 
ciilerion* He resdtved io speak to hisliosfc 
Dmmdiit tm the fiufcyeot^ btit far obvioni 
reasons concluded it iveiJe best defer die 
eKplattatimi untS a cod honr in the matm 

ing. ' 

The ^ortsmen Tetiimed loaded with 
Mif upwards ofowtB hundred salmon ha^ 
ving i>een kSled wkhin the range of their 
sporL The best S9«re^ selected for the 
use of the principal farmers, the others din 
vided afldong ^drrsfa^iiecds, cottars, de- 
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pendants, and others of mferior raid: ^i^ho 
attended.'. These fiA, dried Jn the tuFf 
smoke of their cabins, or shealings, foimed 
V savoury ad^ion to l&e mess of potatoes, 
mixed with onions^ which Hvei*e the^ prin- 
cipal part of their winter food. In the 
^meanwhile a Uberal distribution of ale and 
whiskey was made among.; them^ besides 
what was called ^a kcfttle^-of fiah>>^t^ or 
ifaree salmon, namely, plutiged into a caid^ 
dron, and boiled for their supp6r^ Brown 
accompanied his jolly landlord and the rest 
of his friends anto *the targe and snipky 
l^itchen, -where this savoury mess- reeked 
on an oak^n tables massy enough to have 
dined Johnnie Aimstrong and his merry, 
mea- All. was. hearty .cheer and huzza^ 
and jest and clamorous laughter, and 
briagging alternately, and raillery between 
whiles. Our traveller looked earnestly 
around for the dark countenance of the 
£eKi-hunter, but it was no where to be 
seen. 
At kngth he hamded a question con* 
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cemiDg him. ^' That was an awkwaM^acci- 
dent, my lads^of one of you» who dropped 
his torch in the water when his companion 
was struggling with the large 'fish.'^* 

'< Awkward f ^ returned a shepho'd, 4odk« 
iiigup, (the same stout young fellow who 
ti^d speared the salmon,) he deserved his 
paiks for't-^to put out the light when the 
fish >¥as on ane's witters t-^Fm wed con<« 
mcedi^briel dropped the rougfdes in the 
water on purpose-^he does na like 'to see 
eny body do a thing better Aan himsell:** 

*< Aye/' said another^ "he's sair shamed 
o' himsdl, else he would have been up here 
the night— Gabriel likes a liftle^' the gude 
thing as weel as ony o* us.^ 

"Is he of this country ?" said Brown. 

"Na, Ua, he's been but shortly m of- 
fice, but he'^ a feU hunter-^he's frae down 
the country, some gate on die Dumfries^ 
8ide.•^' • . . 

" And what's his name, pray ?•* 

^•Gabriel;" 
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«^ Oh X4Kr4 kens that; we dinoa. mmd 
firilta ftfteivnames iyi«>c)d<v bere^ tbey rin aae 
much into claM.'^ 

<^ Ye see, w^^' .wA m<M sb^^tU ri- 
SHi^ and speskii^. very eloiv^^ the fi)Uc8 
hMreabout sure a' Arm6tH>Bg» «ad £I}iete» 
juid m like^-^twft w three givea names 
-»«aadi scv £»r disjtmctton's aake» the lairds 
ani fenners have the names of their pleieds 
HbU they live a4>-««as for a(ample> Tam o' 
TodiJbawi.Wi]la'l^eFlat, Hebbieo^Sor. 
Itktgtt^ a»d ear good aowter.heret o' the 
Cbi»rUe9-Jb^e-<*-Awee]^ fiir» and then the 
ii^Smor yort o' people, ye'Q observe, are 
kenn'd by sorts 0' bye^nainea sp»e o' tiiem, 
as (jMket Christie, and the Ifewke's Gib* 
lH«b or nv^ be, like this. lad Gabdel, by 
his employ oieAt, as for example, Tod Q«b^ 
bi05.^ HuBt^Gabbb* He*s no been laag 
here, sir, and I dinna think ony bod/ bens 
him by aay elher aaiiie~But it's nor^ht 
to rin him down ahint bis bstck, fi>c he's a 
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feUriSox^hunter, thon^ he*s taay be no just 
sae clefver as sofioe o' the folk h&te awa wi^ 
the wasfcer/* 

After some further desultory conversa^ 
tioBy the siqperior sportsoieQ retired to 
conchtde the evening after their owa 
mannery leaying the otheii^ to enjoy thdr 
mirth unaw^ by their presence. That 
evei^og, like all those which Brown had 
passed at Charlies-hope, was spent in much 
]&m>ceBt mirth and conviviality. The lat» 
ter migfit have approached to the verge of 
riot b«t for the good women j fbr several 
of the ne^hbouring mistresses (a phrase 
of & signification how different from winat 
il bears in more fiuhionaMe life !) had as* 
seasbled at Charfieft>hope: to witness the 
event of this memorable evening. . EMIf 
ing the pundi4xywl was ao often iieple* 
mshed, that there was sone danger of their 
gracioiis presence being forg^itten^ the^r 
rurihed in valorously upon the mcrefiit 
revcdlers, headed by our good niisferess 
AiHe, sa that Venim 9|>e0dily routed Bait* 
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chus. The fiddler aad piper next made 
their appesf^ance, and the best part,of die 
night was gallantly consumed in dancing 
to their mu^ic. . 

An otter-hunt the next day, and a 1^* 
ger-baiting the day after, consumed tbe 
time merrily,— I hope our traveller will 
not sink i^ the reader's estimation, -sports* 
man though he may be, when I infonn 
him, tiiat upon this last occasion, after 
young Pepper bad lost a fore-foot, and 
Mustard the second had been nearly throt- 
tled, he begged as a particular and per- 
sonal farQUT of Mr Dinmont, that the poor 
ba<)ger, who had made so gallant a defence^ 
shpoM be permitted to retire to his eartk 
without farther molestation. . The farmer^i 
who would probably have treated this re- 
quest witili supreme contempt had it<ome 
from any other person, was. contented, itk 
Qrown's case, to express Ae utter extre« 
mity pf Ws wonder.— <* Wed," he «4id, 
«< that's queer ianeugh.1 But since ye tsim 
his part, deil a tyke shall meddle wi' him 

IS 
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mir in my day-:-we*ll e'en mark him, and 
ca' him the Captain's brock— and I'm sure 
Pm glad I can do ony thing to oblige yoti 
but, Lotd safe us, to care aboqt a brock T' 

Aflisr a week' spent iti rural sport, atid 
distinguished by the most frank attentions 
on the part of his honest landlord, Brown 
bade adieu to the banks of the Liddel, and 
the ho^itality of Charlies-hope. ^The 
children, with all of whom he had now be- 
come an intimate and a favourite, roared 
manfully in full chorus at his departure ; 
and he was obliged to promise twenty 
times that he would soon return and play 
over all their &vourite tunes upon the fla- 
geolet till they had got theni by heart— 
« Cense back again. Captain," said one littte 
stiirdjr fellow, *< and Jenny will be your 
wife."-^Jenny was abaut deven. years old 
—she ran and hid herself behind her mam- 
ray. . : 

•* Cafrfwn,:' come back,'' said a; little fat 
roUfabout gitlr of six^ holding her inouth uf 

VOIi. 11^ D 
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to be kissed, ^< and PI! be your ^infe my mo: 
sell/' 

. They most be of harder mould than I 
ivho could part from so many kind- hearts 
witii indifPerence. The good dameioo^iarith 
matron modesty, and an affectionate sitai* 
pltcity that marked the olden tim6, offer* 
ed her cheek to the departing gue$ti-% 
<< It's litde the like of us can do,^ die said, 
«« little indeedr-^hat yel-**if there were but 
onythiog*'*- — 

** Now, my dear Mrs jEHnmonty yoa 
embolden me to make a request-— wouU 
you but have the kindness te weave tne» or 
work me, just sudi a grey plakl as the good, 
man wears ?''-*^He had learned the knguage 
and feeUngs of the country even during 
the short time of his residence, and was 
aware of the pleasure the request would 
confer.^ 

^< A tait o' woo' would be scarce amang 
tts/* said the goodwife brightening, ^ if 
ye should nae hae that, and as giKie « 
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tweel aa ever came aff a pirn. I^ll i^eak to 
Johnnie Goodsire, the weaver at theCas^ 
tletowD, the i»om.«— Fare ye wtel, sinj*— 
and may ye be jufit as happy yoursell as ye 
like to see a' body else—atid that would 
be a sair wish to some folk/^ 

I mutt not omit to mentioii) that our 
travdiler left his trusty attendant Wasp to 
be a guest at' Charlies^hope for a seasdn. 
He foiesaw that he might prove a trouUe* 
some attendant in the event of his bekig 
in any situation where secrecy and :Con- 
oealment might be necessary. He was 
therefore consigned to the care of the eld^ 
est boy, who profmised, in the woerdsof the 
old song» that he should have 

<< A bit of his sapper, a bit of his bed/' 

md that he should be engaged in none of 
those perilous pastimes in which the race cS 
Mustard and Pepper had suited frequent 
mutilation. Brown now {prepared for his 
journey, having taken a temporary farewell 
of his trusty little companioUf 
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There is an.odd prcgiudice in thes^liills- 
in favour of riding. Every farmer rides 
well, and rides the whole day. Probably 
the extent of their large pasture farms, 
smd the necessity of surveying them rapid- 
ly, first introduced this custom ; or a very, 
zealous antiquary might derive it from the 
times of the Lay of the Last Minstrel, when 
twenty thousand horsemen ^sembled at the 
light of the beacon-fir^; Byt the . truth 
is undeniable ; they like to be on horse- 
back, and can be with difficulty convinced, 
th^t any one chuses; walking' firom other 
motived than those of convenience Or ne- 
cessity. Accordingly Dilim^ont insisted up- 
on mounting his guest, and accompanying 
him upon horseback as far as the nearest 
town in Dumfries-shire, where he had di- 
r^ted his baggage to be se'titi and ' frt>i|i 
which he proposed to pursue 1^ inteiided 
' journey towards Woodbournei tb^ residence 
of Julia MaiMiering. 

Upon the way he . questioned his com- 
anion concerning the charijcter of the 
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fox-hunter j but gained little informati6n, 
as he had been called 16 that office while 
Dinmont was making the round of the 
Highland fairs. " He was a shake-rag like 
fellow," he said, ** and he dared to say, 
had gypsey blood in his veins— but at ony 
rate he was nan6 o* the smacks that had 
been on their quarters in the mossh-he 
would ken them weel if he saw thetn 
again. — There were some no bad iPblk 
amang the gypsies too, to be sick a gang 
— if evCT I see that auld randle-tree of a 
wife again, Til gie her something to bdy 
tobacco — I have a great notion she meatit 
me very fair after a\" — ^-' 

When they were about finally to part, 
the good farmer held Brown long by the 
hand, and at length said, " Captain, the 
woo's sae weel up the year, that it*s paid 
a' the rent, and we have naething to do 
wi' the rest o* the siller, when Ailie has 
had her new gown, and the bairns their 
bits o' duds— now I was thinking of some 
safe hand to put it into, for it's ower 
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mackjle to ware on brandy and sugar—now 
I have heard that you anny gentlemen can 
sometimes' buy yoursells up a stepi and i£ 
a hundred or twa would help ye«on fiic 
an Qccasioui the bit scrape o' your pen 
would be as gude to me as the siller, and 
ye migiit just takfe ye're ain time of set- 
tling It~it wad be a great convenience to 
me/* Brown, who felt the full delicacy that 
wished to disguise the eonferring an obli* 
gation mider the show of asking a favour^ 
thanks his grateful friend most heartMy^ 
and assured him he would have recourse 
to his purse» without scruple^ shoukl cir- 
cumstances ever render it convenient for 
him* And thu3 they parted with n^ny ex- 
pressions of mutual regard. 
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CHAPTER Vt 



1£ thou bast aoy love of mercy in tbee, 
Tum mt upon my ftceihat I may die. 

Joakma-Bailue; 

Our tmveUei hired a post-chaise afc the 
place where he separated from Dinmont» 
With the purpose of psoceeding to Kipple- 
triogan^ there to enquire into the state 
c^ the family at Woodboume, before he 
Aould venture to make bis presence in 
the GOHntry known to Mts8 Maimering. 
The Btage was a long one of eighteen or 
twenty niiles^ and the road lay across the 
country. To add to the inconveniences of 
the joumey> the snow began to fall pretty 
quickly* The postilUon^ however, pro- 
ceeded upon his way for a good many 
nnies, without expressing doubts or hesita- 
tiion^ It was not until t^e night wa4 com^ 
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pletely set in that he intimated his doubts 
whether he were in the right road. The 
increasing snow rendered this intimation 
rather alarming,, fpr £(s it. drove full in the 
lad's fsLce, and lay whitening all around 
him, it served in two different ways to 
confuse his knowledge of the country, and 
to dimiaifih the chance of his recovering 
the right track;. Brown then himself got 
out and looked rpund, not, it may be well 
iiftagined, from any better hbpe than, that 
of peeing some house at which he miglit 
make enquiry. But none appeaml--he 
could therefore only tell the ladi:o drive 
steadily oi^ The road on which the;? 
were, run tbrao^ plantations of ccmsider^ 
able extent and depth, and the traveller 
therefore conjectured^ that there most be 
a gentleitian's house at no gieat distance^ 
^t length, after straggling WQarily on for 
about a cnile, the posfe*boy stopped, andpra* 
tested his hoi^es would not budge 'a fo&b 
farther; << but he saw,"' he said, ^iaJight 
among the trees, which must proceed from 
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a house ; the oiily Way Was to enquire the 
road there." Accordingly he disnvoufited, 
heavily encumbered with a long great 
coaty aiid a pair of boots which might 
have rivalled iti throkness the - sevenfold 
shield of Ajax. As in this guise he was 
plodding forth. upon his Voyage of disco- 
very, Brown's impatience prevafled, and, 
jumping oijt of the carriage, he desi* 
red the lad to stop wfeere he was,' by the 
horses, arid he woukl hhnseif go ' to the 
houser-a command which the driver joy^ 
ftilly obeyed* 

He groped along the side of the incio^ 
surefsom which the light glimmered, in 
order to#itd same tnoA^ of approaching in 
thdt direction, and after proceeding for 
some space, at length' found a stile in the 
hedge, and a psAhway leading into the 
plantatiobi which ite thslt place was of 
great ei^tent. * This 'parpmised to iead ta 
the light whiehr- was! thei odb^edt of h» 
seari^h, and accordingly Brown proceediedi: 
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in iiwt ^^ction,, btitiwon. jt^tally lost t^bt 
i»f ](k MMttg the tr^ca^ The patb» which 
at first aeemed broad, wd well marked b^ 
Hie QpeMng oF the wood through which tC 
winded^ was now fe»s eaftilj dirtiagui^- 
fdhle, ai&Ougb the, whiteness of die snow 
affi»ded sofene reflected light to assist his 
sfcaordu Directing himself as much as poft- 
sii^ through the more open parts of the 
wood, he proceeded almost a mile without 
either reeoisefis^ a view of the light, or 
seetiig any thing resembling a habitation. 
Still, however, he thought it best to perse* 
vcre in that direction. It must surely have 
htexk a li^t in the hut of a f<ttester, for it 
Acmt too steadily to be the gUouner of an 
ignis Jatuus. The ground at Iragth became 
bfoken, and dedincfd rapidly, land althougb 
Brown conceived he still moved along 
what had once at least been, a path*way, it 
was now very uneqiMtl, and the snow c(m* 
cealing those breaches and inequaKties, 
iSk^ travdkr had (me at two falls in con* 
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8e|pieiiee. He begm luMir ta think ^tor» 
ing back, especially as i^e falltng anow^ 
idiich his impatieiice had hitherto fs^ 
vented his attending t<H was coming on 
thicker and &8t«r. 

WilUi^, . however, to make a last effixrt, 
he still advanced a little way, when, to 
his great ddii^t, he beheld the l^t o^ 
fkosite at no great distance, and iqpipaffent* 
I7 upon a level with hkn* He quickly 
found that this last appearance was deoa^ 
tion, for the ground continued so rapid^ 
to sink, as made it obvious there was a 
deep dell, or ravine of some kind, between 
him and the object of his aeatch. Taking 
every precautiim to preserve his footn^» 
he continued to descend until he reached 
the bottom of a very steep and narrow 
glen, throng which winded a small rivu^ 
let, whose course was then abnost choked 
imAi saow* He mw found himself em^ 
barfassed among the ■' ruins of cottages^ 
whose black gables, lendered more disiin* 
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guishable by the contract with the wbk^* 
ed surface from which they rose, were stili 
standing; the side- walls had long since 
given way to Ume^ and, piled in shapeless 
heaps, and covered with, snow, offered fre* 
quent loid . embarrassing obstacles to out 
traveller's progress. Still, however, he 
persevered, crossed the rivulet, not with-, 
out some trouble, and at length, by exer- 
tions which .became both painful and perii-i 
ow, ascended its opposite and very rag« 
ged bank, .until he came on a ievel with 
the building from wMch the gkam pro- 
ceeded. . ,: 

It was .difficult, especially by < so imper^ 
fe^t a ligkt, to jdisoover the nature. of this 
edifice; but it saemed a equare building 
t>f small size, the upper part of which 
was totally ruinous* It had, perhaps, been 
tlie abode; a focmer; times, of'Mme les- 
ser, proprietor, 4NC a place of strength ai^ 
concealment, in, case cff need, for.ime eft 
greater importance. : But only t^e lower 

2 
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vault remained, the arch of which formed 
the roof in the present state of the build* 
ing.. Brown first approached the place 
from whence the light proceeded, which 
seemed to be a long narrow slit or loop- 
hole, such as are usually to be found m 
old castles* Impelled by curiosity to re* 
ccmnoitre the interior of this strange place! 
before- he entered, Brown gazed in at thi« 
aperture. A scene of greater desolation 
could hot well be imagined. There was a 
fire upon the floor, the smoke of which, 
after circling through the apartment, es- 
caped by a hole broken in the arch above. 
The walls, seen by this smoky light, had 
the rude and waste appearance 6f a ruin 
of tUrte centuries old at least A cai^ or 
two, with sDme broken boxes* and pack- 
ageS) lay about the place in confusion. 

But the inmates chiefly occupied Brown's 
attfNMion. Upon a lak composed of straw^ 
witii tf blanket stretched over it, lay a fl«i 
gttie, 80 still, that, except that it was not 
dressed in the ordinary habiliments- of the 
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grave, Browa would have concluded it to be 
a corpse. On a steadier view h^ perceived 
it was only on the point of becoming so» fojc 
he heard one ot two of those low^ deep» and 
hard-drawn sighs, that precede disseliKtk^ii 
when the frame is tenacious of life. A fe« 
male %ure, dressed in a long cloak* sat 
on a stone by this miserable couch; her 
elbows rested upon her knees^ and her 
face, averted from the light c^ an iron 
lamp beside her, was bent upon that of 
the dying person^ She moistened his 
mouth from time to time with some li^ 
guid| and between whiles sung, in a low 
PQonotonous cadence, one of those pray^s^ 
or rather spells, which, in some parts of 
Scotland^ and the north of England, are 
used by the vulgar and igncmnt to speed 
the passage of a parting spirit, like the 
tidUng of the bell in cathohe day^ She 
accompanied tlna dism^ sound wiirii a 
ilow rocking motion of her body to and 
fro, as if to keep time with hec song. The 
w:ord8 ran nearly thus : 

9 
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Wasted, weary^ wherefore stay» 
Wrestling thu« with earth and dajr 2 
From the body pass away;— • 

Hark I the mass is singuig. 

From thee doff thy mortal weedy 
Mary Mother be thy speedy 
Saints to help Uiee at thy need;--- 

Hark ! the knell is ringing. 

Fear not snoir-drifk driiring fittt, 
Sleel, or loily or levin blast ; 
Soon the shroud shall lap thee fast. 
And the sleep be on thee cast 

, That shall ne'er know wakiag. 

Haste thee, haste thee» to be gone, 
^arth flits fast, and time draws on,— 
Gasp thy gasp, and groan thy groan, 

Day is near the breaking* 

The sofigatresa paused, and was answer- 
ed by one or two deep and hollow gtoans, 
that seemed to proceed from the ver j ago^ 
By <tf the mortal strife-—'^ ItwiU not b^*' 
she omttered to herself— ^^ He cannot pass 
a^^y with that on his niiad-<^t tethess 
htm here— i 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



88 6U7 MANKEBIKO, 

*' Heaven cannot Aide it» 
Eartir refuses to hide it/^ 

«« I must open the door ;" and, rising, 
she faced towards the door of the apart- 
ment, observing heedfully not to turn 
back her head, and withdrawing a^ bolt 
or two, (for, notwithstanding the miserable 
appearance of the place, the door was cau- 
tiously secured) she lifted the latch,. 

" Open lock-^end strife, , 
Come death, and pass life/' 

Brown, who had by this time moved 
from his post, stood before her as she open- 
ed the door. She stepped back a pace, 
and he entered, instantly recognizing, but 
with no comfortable sensation^ the same 
gypsey woman whom he had met in Bew* 
castle. She also^ knew him afc once^ and 
her attitude,' figure, and the anxiety c^hep 
countenance, assumed the appearance of 
the well-disposed <)gress of a fairy tale^ 
warning a stranger not to. enter the daiv» 
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gerous castle of her husband; The first 
words she spoke (holding up her hawd in 
a reproving manner,) were, " Said I not 
to ye. Make not, meddle not ?— Beware of 
the redding strake ! you are. come to no 
house o' fair-strae death.? So saying; she 
raised the lamp, and turned its light oh the 
dying man, whose mde and harsh features 
were, now ccmvulsed with the last agony. 
A roll of linen about his head WaB stained 
with blood, which had soaked also through 
the blankets and the straw. It was, in* 
deed, under no natural disease that the 
wretch was sufiering. Brown started back 
from, this horrible object,! and, turning to^ 
the gypsey, exclaimed, " Wretched w®» 
man, who has done tliis ?" ! 

<* They that were :permittcd,** answered 
Meg Merrilies, wlnle she- scanned with a 
close ^and ke^i :gla(nce the features of the 
expiring man^-^r-^^ He has bad a^sair stfug« 
gfe— but it's passiiaig— I keim'd he w^ jpass 
when you came in.'-rThat was the death 
ruckle— 'he's ddUi^^--^Soands were now 
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heard at a distance, as of voicesk~** They 
are.coniDg i'^8aid she to Brown i ^. you are 
a dead man if you had as mouy lives aa 
hairs/^ Brown eagerly looked round for 
some wei^n of defence^ There was none 
near« He then rushed to the ddor» with 
the intention of ^dnngihg among the trees, 
and making his escape by flight, from what 
he now esteemed a den^f mutdefers j but 
MerriUes held hini with a masculine gcasp* 
f*.Hece»'' d»s said, "^ here--be stjll and you 
are safe^stir not whatever yspu see.or hear, 
and nothii^ shall befiill you,'^ 

Brown, in these desperate citcumstances, 
remembered this woman's intimation for** 
merly, and bought he had no chance of 
safety but in obeyii^ her. She caused him 
tojconcdi down amoi^ a parcel of straw on 
the opposite side of the i^Mutment from 
the corpse, covered him carefully, and 
flung over him two or three old sacks 
which lay about the fdaee. Anxious to 
obaecve what was to happen. Brown arran* 
ged as sirflly as he couM the meons^ of 

D^igitized by VjOOQIC 



peeping from under the coverings by which 
he was hidden/ and awaited with a throb* 
bing heart the issue of this strange and 
ntosi unpleasant adventure. The old gyp* 
sey^ in the mean time, set about arranging 
the dead body^ composing its limbs^ and 
straitidg the arms by its side« ^^ Best to 
4o this/* she muttered, •^ ere he stiflfen*** 
She placed on the dead man's breast a 
trencher, with salt sprinkled upon it, set 
one candle at the h'ead, and another at the 
feet of the body, and lighted both. Then 
she resumed her song, and awaited the 
appfrpach of those whose voices had been 
beard without. 

Brown was ft sokiier, and a brave <m^ 
but he wis abo a man ; and at this mo* 
meiit his fears mastered his courage sa 
completely^ that the cold dr<^ burst out 
Irwn every pore« The idea of being dr«g< 
ged oat of his miserable concealment by 
wretch^ whose trade was that of mid* 
n%ht murder, without weapotm, Of tl^ 
slightest means of deftnoe^ except entrea* 
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ties which would be only their sport, and 
cries for help, which could never reach 
other ear than their own — his safety en- 
trusted to the precarious compassion of a 
being associated with these felons, and 
whose trade of rapine and imposture must 
have hardened her against every human 

feeling the bitterness of his emotions 

almost choaked him. He endeavoured to 
read in her withered and dark countenance, 
as the lamp threw its light upon her fea- 
tures, something that promised those feel- 
ings of compassion, which females, even 
in their most degraded state, can seldom 
altogether smother. There was no such 
touch of humanity about this woman. The 
interest, whatever it was, that determined 
her in his favour, arose not from the im- 
pulse of compassion, but from some ipter- 
nal, and probably capricious, association 
of feelittgs, to which he bad no clew. It 
rested, perhaps, on a ^t^ied IH&en^ss, such 
as Lady .Macbeth found to. hec &ther in 
the sleeping manarcb, S^ch were the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GUT MAKNBRIKG* 93 

reflections that passed in rapid succession 
through Brown s mind, as he gazed from 
his hiding-place upon this extraordinary 
personage. Meantime the gang did not 
yet approach, and he was almost prompted 
to resume his original intention of attempt- 
ing an escape from the hut, and cursed 
internally his own irresolution, which had 
consented to his being cooped up where he. 
had neither room for resistance or flight. 

Meg Merrilies seemed equally on the 
watch. She bent her ear to every sound 
that whistled round the. old walls. Then 
she turned again to the dead body, and 
found something new to arrange or alter in 
its position. " He's a bonny corpse,*' she 
muttered to herself, " and weel worth the 
streaking."— And in this dismal occupa- 
tion she appeaired t6 feel a sort of profes-. 
sional pleasure, entering slowly into all the 
minutise, as if with the skill and feelings 
of a connoisseur. A long dark-coloured 
sea-cloak, which ghe dragged out of a. cor- 
ner, was disposed for a pall. The face she 
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left batei afler cloring l^e tnirath and eye^ 
and aminged the capes of the cloak so as 
to Mde the bloody bandages, and give the 
body, as $he muttered, ^ A mm decent 
appearance.*' 

At once three or four men, equally ruf- 
j^ans in appearance and dress, rushed into 
the hut. " Meg, ye limb of Satan, how 
dare you leave 4:be door c^en ?*' was the 
first salutation of the party. 

** And wha ever heard of a door being 
barred when a man was in the dead-thraw ? 
— ^how d*ye think the spirit was to get awa' 
through bolts and bars like thae V- 
^ « Is he dead then ?*' said one who went 
to the side of the couch to look at the 
body. 

*« Eye, eye— dead enough,*' said another 
-^^ but here's what shall give him a rou*- 
sing like-wake%'* So saying) he fetched a 
keg of spirits from a comer, while Meg 
hastened to display pipes and tobacco. 
From the activity with which she under- 
took the task. Brown conceived good hope 
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of her fidelity toi^rds her guest It was 
obvious that she wished to engage the 
ruffians in their debauch, to prevent the 
discovery which might take place, i^ by 
accident, any one of them should approach 
too nearly the place of Brown's conceal- 
ment 



Digitiza^i by Google 



96 GUY HANNEBIKO. 



CHAPTER VII. . 

t - - 

Nor board-nor garner own we now. 

Nor roof nor latched door. 
Nor kind mate, bound, by holy Vow* 

To bless a good man's store. 
Noon lulls us in a gloomy deB» 

And night is grown our day ; 
Uprouse ye then, my meny men ! 

And use it as ye may. 

Joanna Baillie. 

Brown could now reckon his foes — 
they were five in number. Two of them 
were very powerful men, who appeared 
to be either real seamen, or strollers who 
assumed that character j the other three, 
an old man and two lads, were slight* 
er made, and from their black hair and 
dark complexion, seemed to belong to 
Meg's tribe. They passed from one to an- 
other the cup out of which they drank 
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their spirits. •* Kerens to his good voyage !'* 
said one of the^ seamen^ drinking ; << a 
squally, night he's . got, however, ta drift 
through the sky^ in.V ^ 

We ooait here various e^eerations Witb 
which J&ese honest gentlemen garnished 
their dbcourse, retaining only such of their- 
expletives as are least ofifensive. 

<* 'A does not mind wind and weather— 
^A h&& had many a north-easter in his day/^ 

•• He {had his last yesterdaiy," said an- 
othQi^ruffly/ <^ iand now old Meg may pray 
for Hs last fair wind, as she^s often done 
before.*' ^ 

" ril pray for nane o* hini,*^ said Meg,* 
«< nor. fcr you neither, you randy dog. 
The times are sair altered since I was "at 
ldQ£hiA«>mort. Men were, men then, and 
foiight. other in the open field, and there' 
was nie wiling in jtbe darkmans. Aiid 
the gentry Jisd kind hearts, aiid would^ 
have given b^ith lap and ;pannel to ony 
poor g^.psey ; . arid there was not one, from 
Johnnie Faa the upright man, to little 

VOL. II. E 
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Ghri6fcie rthftt was ii! tlie pannierSi woidd 
cloyed a djud from them. Biit ye are a* 
altered from the gude auld rules, and no 
wonder that you scour the cramp-ring, and 
trine to < the cheat sae often. Yes, ye are 
a', altered— you'll eat. the, good man's meat, 
drink his drink, sleep <»n the strammeUn 
his barn, and break his house and cut his 
throat for his pains ! There's blood on your 
hands too, ye dogs-^mair than ever cam« 
there by fair 6ghtiiig. See how ye'U die 
thei^— lang it was ,ere he died — ^he strove, 
and strove sarr, and could neither die ner 
live;— but you— half the country will see 
how ye'll grace the woodie." 

,The, party get up a hoiarse laugltat Meg's 
proph^qy. 

I " What.made you come back here?*' said 
one of thegypsies, ** ye auld beldam ? couH 
ye not have staid wher^ you were, and spaed 
S^rtunes to the Cumberland flats?— Bing 
out and tour, ye auld devil, and see that 
nobody has scented j that's a' you're good 
fqruow.'* 
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'« Is that a' I am good for now ? I was 
good for icair than that in the great fight 
between our folk and Fatrioo Salmon's ; if 
I had not helped you with these very fiim- 
bles> (holding up her hands,) Jean Baillie 
woiild haye frummagem'd you, ye feckless 
do-little !•' 

There was here another laugh at the ex- 
pence of the hero who had .received this 
amazon's aBsistance. 

** Here, mother^** said one of the sailors, 
« here's a cup of the right for you, and 
never mind that bully-huff." 

Meg drank the spurits, and, withdrawing 
l^rself from farther conversation, sate down 
befc)a*e the spot wiiere Brown lay hid, in 
such a posture that it would have been dif- 
ficult for any one to have approached it 
without her rising. The men, however, 
shewed no disposition to disturb her. 

They closed around the fire, and held 
deep consultation together; but the low 
tone in which they spoke, and the cant- 
ing language which they used, prevented 
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Brawn irom und^dtatiding much of their 
conversation; He glithered in g€neml, 
that they expreteed* great itiAigti^&ti 
against seme individuiiL ** He shall have 
his gruel/' ^iid one, and then whispered 
something vety low itito the ear of his 
comrade. 

•« I'll have nothing to do witli that,'' 
said the other. 

** Are you turned hen-hearted, J'ack ?** 

5* No, by 6 ^, no more than yourself, 

-^but I won't — it was something like that 
stopped all the trade fifteen or twenty 
years ago— You have heard of the Loup ?" 

<• I have heard ftim (indicating the COTpse 
by a jerk of his head) tell about that job— 
G— d, how hi^ used to laugh when he shew- 
.ed us how he fetched him off the perch !" 

" Well, but it did up the trade for one 
while." 

« How sb^ld that be T 

** Why, the people got rusty about it, 
md would «>ot deal, and tfaejr bad bought 
so many brooms l^hat"*— 
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. " Well, for all that, I think we bHohW be 
down upon the fellow one of these dark* 
jnans, and let him get it well/' 

" But old Meg's asleep now,*' said an- 
other y << ek^ grows a driveller, and is afraid 
of her shadow. She'll sing oat, some of 
these odd>*come*shortUes, if you don't look 
sharp." 

^ Never fear," said the old gypsey man ; 
** M^s true«bred j she's the last in the 
gang that wili start— but she has some 
queer waysj^and often cuts queer words," 

With more of this gibberish, they coi^ 
tknied the GOQversation, rendmng it thus, 
even to each other, a d^rk obscure dialect, 
eked out by significant nods and signs, 
but never expressing distinctly, or in plain 
Jiai^age, the subject on which it turned. 
At lei^h one of them, observing Meg 
liras still fast asleep, or appeared to be so, 
desired one of the lads "to hand in the 
black Peter, that they might flick it open." 
The hoy. stepped to the door, and. brought 
in a. portmanteau^ which <Brown instantly 
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recognized for his own. His thoughts im* 
mediately turned to the unfortunate lad 
he had left with the carriage. Had the 
ruffians murdered him ? was the horri- 
ble doubt that crossed his mind. The 
agony of his attention grew yet keener, 
and while the villains pulled out and adn 
mired the different articles of his clothes 
and linen, he eagerly listened for some 
indication that might intimate the faCe 
of the postillion. But the ruffians were 
too much delighted with their prize, and 
too much busied in examining its cont^its, 
to enter into any details concerning the 
manner in which they had acquifiCd it. 
The portmanteau contained various arti- 
cles of apparel, a pair of pistols, a leathern 
case with a few papers and some money, 
&c. &c. At any other time it would have 
provoked Brown excessively to see the utt- 
ceremonious manner in which the thieves 
shared his property, and made themselves 
merry at the expence of the owner.. But 
the moment was too perilous, to admit ^ny 
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thoughts but what had immediate reference 
to sdf-preservatioiK 

After a sufficient scrutinjr into the port* 
manteau, and an equitable division of its 
contents, the ruffians applied themselves 
more closely to the serious occupation of 
drinking, in which they spent the greater 
part of the night. Brown was for some time 
in- gre«t hopes that they would drink so 
deep as to render themselves insensible, 
when his escape would have been an easy 
matter. But their dangerous trade required 
precautions inconsistent with such unli- 
mited indulgence, and they stopped short 
on tliis side of absolute intoxication. 
Three of them at length composed them-- 
selves to rest, while the fourth watched. 
He was relieved in this duty by one of the 
others, after a vigil of two hours-^ When 
tho second watch had elapsed, the sentind 
awakened the whole, who, to Brown's in^i 
expressible relief, began to make seme pre- 
parations as if for departure, bundling up 
the various articles wluch each had api- 
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^topriated. Still, however, there remain- 
ed something to be done. Two of them, 
after some rummagiiig^ which not a little 
.alarmed Brown, produced a mattock and 
shovel, another took a pick-axe from be- 
hind the straw on which the dead body 
.was extended. With these implements 
they all left the hut but three, and tbese^ 
<twQ of whom were the saamen, verjp^ strong 
;men, still remained in garrison. . 
. After, the space ;0f ^outha^f an hou/, 
one of those who had departed again re- 
turned, and whispered the^othe^* They 
wrapped up the dead body in the sea- 
.cloak which had served as sr pall, aind 
•went out, bearing it along with them. The 
aged sybil then arose from her real or 
jeigned slumbers. She first went to the 
;door> as if for the purpose of watching 
the departure of her late inmates, then re- 
•turned, and commanded Brown, in a low 
«hd stifled voice, to follow her instantly. 
He obeyed ; but, on leaving the hut, he 
would willingly have repossessed himself 
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of his money, or papers- at leasts 1^ this 
she prohibited' ia the most peremptory 
< manner. It immediately occurred to* kim 
that the suspicion of having removed any 
thing, of which' he might repossess himself, 
would felLupon this woman,* by whom, in 
all probability, his life had been saved. He 
therefore immediately desisted'from his at- 
tempt, contenting himself with seidng.a 
cutlass^ which oneoft^ ruffians had flung 
aside among the straw* On his feet, and 
po^sested of this weapon, he already found 
himself half delivered from the dangers 
which beset him. Still, however, he felt 
stained andncramped,- both with the cold, 
and by the constrained and ui>aitered posi- 
tion which he had occupied all night, But 
as^^hefoH<)wed the gypsey from the door of 
the hut, the fresh, air of the^ morning, and 
the action of walking, restored cifculation 
and* activity to his benumbed limbs. 

The pjde light of a winter's morning 
was rendered more clear by the snow, 
E 2 ' 
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tvhich ^as lying all around, crisped by the 
influence of a severe frost. Brown cast a 
hasty glance at the landscape around him, 
that hjs might be able again to know the 
spot. The little to^er, of which only a 
single vault remained, forming the dismal 
apartment in which he had spent this re- 
markable night, was perched on the very 
point of a projecting rock overhanging the 
rivulet. It was accessible only on one side, 
and that from the ravine or glen below. 
On the other three sides the bank was pre* 
cipitous, so that Brown had on the prece- 
ding evening escaped more dangers than 
one i for, if he had attempted to go round 
the building, which was once his purpose, 
he must have been dashed to pieces. The 
dell was so narrow that the trees met in 
some places from the opposite sides. They 
were now loaded with snow instead of 
leaves, and thus formed a sort of firozea 
canopy over the rivulet beneath, which was 
marked by its darker colour, as it soaked 
ite way obscurely through wreaths of snow* 
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lu one place, where the glen was a little 
wider, leaving a^ small piece of flat ground 
between the rivulet and the bank, were si- 
tuated the ruins of the hamlet in which 
Brown had been'involv^ on the preceding 
. evening.: The ruined- gableil^ the insides 
of which were japanned with turf-smoke, 
looked yet blaekerr contrasted with the 
patches of snow which had been driven 
against them by the wind, and with the 
drifts which lay around them. 

Upon this wintry and dismal scene. 
Brown could only at present cast a very 
hasty glance ; for his guide, afber pausing 
• an instant,, as if to permit him to indulge 
bis curiosity, strode hastily ^ before him 
down the path which led into the glen. 
He observed, with some feelifig^ of suspi- 
cion, that she chose a track -already mark-» 
ed by several feet, which he could only 
suppose were those of the depredators who 
had spent the night in the vault. A mo- 
ment's recollection, however, put his suspi- 
cions to rest It was not to be thought that 
12 
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the womaD, who might have delivered him 
up to her gatig when in a state totally de- 
fenceless, would have suspended her sup- 
posed treachery until he was armed, and 
in the open air, and had so many better 
chances of defence or escsipei He there- 
fore followed his guide in confidence and 
silence. They crossed the small brook at 
?tbe same place where it previously had 
beeii passed by those who had gone before. 
The foot-marks then proceeded through 
.the mined village, and ftom thence down 
the glen, which again narrowed to a ra- 
vine, aftaC the small opeiiing'in which they 
were situated. But the gypsey no longer 
'followed the same track ; she turned aside, 
and led the way by a very rugged and uttr 
even path up the bank which overhung the 
• village. Although the snow in many places 
hid the pathway, and rendered the footing 
uncertain and unsafe, Meg prdcecfded with a 
■firm and determined step, which -indicated 
an intimate knowledge of the ground she 
traversed; At length they gained the top 
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of the bahky thoi:^.by:a |iasmge to ste^ 
and intricate, that Brown, thou^ coitvift« 
ced it was tiie same by whic^ be had de- 
scended on the night before, was not a 
* little mirprised hbyr he had' aocompbsfaed 
^ the t£»k Without biceaking his nieck. Above, 
. thhe obdntTy opened wide and uninclosed 
fof ^bout a mile or two on the one hand, 
and on the other were thick plaiitaiicHis of 
considerable extent. 

Meg, however, stifl led the way along 
ithe bank oi the ravine cmt: of which they 
had ascended, imtil* she heard beneath the 
murmur of yoices. She then pointed to 
a deep plantation of trees at some dki* 
tance,-—" The road to Kippletringan,*' she 
said, «* is on the other side of these indo- 
suif es^— Make the^ speed ye can j thercfs 
mair rests on your life than on othet folk's. 
—But you have lost all— stay.'* She fum- 
bled in an immense pocket, fpoth which 
she produced a greasy purse.—" Many's 
tte azvmoiis your house has gi'en Meg and 
'hers-<^and she has lived to pay it back in a 
7 
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small degree )^f---aad she placed, the ;^f«re 
in his hand« 

**The woman is iiisatte,? thought Brow»v; 
but it was no time to debate the potn4;» 
for the sounds he hesurd iii the ravine be- 
low probably proceeded from the banditti. 
♦< How' shall I repay this money," he said, 
<< or bow acknowledge the kindness yoa 
have done me ?^' 

" I hae twa boons to crave," answered 
the' sybil, spealdng low and hastily ; " one^ 
that you will never speak of what you 
have seen this night ; the other, that you 
will not leave this country till you see me 
again, and that you leave word at the Gor- 
don-arms where you are to be heard of ; 
and when I next call for you, be it in church 
or market^ at wedding or. at burial, Sunday 
or Saturday, .meal^time or fasting, that ye 
leave everything else and come .with me.*^ 

" Why, that will do you little ^good, mo- 
ther." ^ 

" But 'twill do yoursell muckle, ami 
that^s what Tm thinking o'.— I ana n^t raa(J^ 
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although i hav« had eneugh to make me 
sae— I am not mad, nor doating, nor drunk- 
en—I know what I am asking, and I know 
it has been the will of God to preserve yott 
in strange dangers, and that I shall be the 
instrument to set you in your father's seat 
again.-— Sae give me your promise,, and 
mind that you owe your life to me this 
blessed night.*' — ^^ There's wildness in her 
manner, certainly," thought Brown, " and 
yet it is more like the wildness of energy 
than of madness. — 

« Well, mother, since you do ask so .use- 
less and trifling a favour, you have my pro- 
mise» It will at least give me an opportu- 
nity to repay your money with additions. 
You are an uncommon kind of creditor, no 
doubt, but" 

*« Away, away, then !" said she, waving 
her hand. " Think not about the goud— 
it's a' your ain j but remember your pro- 
mise, and do not dare to follow me or look 
after me." So saying, she plunged ag*in 
into the dell, and descended it with great 
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'i^Hty^lhe icicles^u£d4»iiow-wreatbs shower- 
-iDg down after her as she dmp^^red. 

Notwitfastanding her prohibition, Brown 
'endeavoured to gain some point of the 
bank, from which he might, unseen, gaze 
jdown into the gten; and with some diffi- 
culty, (for it must be conceived -that the 
utmost caution was necessary,) he succeed- 
ed* The spot which he attained for this 
purpose was the point of a prcgectihg rock, 
which rose precipitously from among the 
trees. By kneeling down 'among the snow, 
•and stretching his head cautiously forward, 
he could observe what was going on in the 
bottom of the ddl. He saw, as he expect- 
ed, his <^ompanions of the last night, now 
Joined' by two or three others. They had 
cleared away the snow from the foot of 
Hie Tock, and dug a deep pit^ which was 
designed to serve the purpose of a grave. 
Around this they now stdod,- and lowered 
into it something wrapped in a naval <>}oak, 
which Brown instantly concluded to be the 
dead body of the mm he had seen ex- 
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^re... They then stood silent for half a 
.atmte,^as i£ oiid^r $ome toiich of ibeKng 
ior tiie losa of their companion. But if 
.ihey experieiKied sudbi, they did not long 
jremsia undier its iMoence^ for all hands 
went presaady ta woidc to fiU up the grave ; 
and Brosvii^ perceiving that the task lyoutd 
be sooh ended^ tiliooght it best to take the 
^gjcipsteyr-woman^s hint^ and walk. as fast as 
.possible iintiLhe'dKmid: gain tfae*sh^er of 
tiw plantatrcm. 

Having arrived nnder cover, itf the tieci, 
lib firtfe thon^^ was of Ihe gypse^V|iarse. 
JBe bad accepted it .ndtiiout liesitation^ 
tfacmgh with something, like a fifeeling of 
<iegradation9' arising^ from the diaracter of 
the person by whom he was thu»ac€o«» 
modated^ But it rriieved him from a seri- 
ous though temporary embarrassment; His 
money, excepting a very few shillings, was 
in his portmanteau, and tiliat was in pos- 
sesion, of Meg's friends. Somci time was 
necessary to write to his agent, or even'to 
apply to his good host at Charlies-h^^pe^ 
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who would gladly have supplied faim.. fo 
the mean time, he resolved to avail hinu 
self' of Meg's subsidy, confident he would 
have a speedy opportimity of replacing ilt 
widi a handsome gratuity. ** It oan be but 
artnfltng sum/^he said to himself^ ^^ and I 
dare say the good lady may have a share 
of my bai&^notes to make amends/' 

With these reflecddons he opened the 
^athern-purs^ expecting to. find at most 
three or four guineas. ButJbow much was 
he surprised to discover that it contained, 
bemdes » considerable quantity of geU 
piecesy of difierent coinages and various 
countries, the joint amount of which could 
not be short of a hundred pounds^ seve- 
ral valuable rings and ornaments set with 
jewels, and, as appeared from the slight 
inspection be had time to giye them^ <^ 
very considisrable value* 

Brown, was equally astonished and eoK 
liarrassed by the circumstances in whick 
he: found himself, possessed, as he now 
|£em[edtQ.be» of property to a much greater 
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ttfuount than his own, but which had been 

obtained in all probability by the same 

nefarious means through which he had 

himself been plundered. His first thought 

was to enquire after the nearest justice cf 

peace, and to place in his ha^ds the trea^ 

sure of which he had thus unexpectedly 

become the depository, telling, at the same 

time, his own remarkable story. But a 

moment's consideration; bix>ugirt several 

objections to this mode of procedure. In 

the first place, he should break, his pio^ 

mise of silencej and was certain by that 

Cleans to involve the safety^ perhaps the 

life, of this woman, who* had risked her 

own to preserve fais^ and who had volun^ 

tarily endowed him^ with this treasure,— >a 

generosity which might thus become the 

means of her ruin. This was not to be 

thought o£ Besides he was a stranger, 

and, for a time at least, unprovided with 

means of establishing his owti character 

and credit to the satis&ction of a stupid 

€^ obstinate country magistrate. ^ I wilt 
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think over the matter more msttixdyi'^ he 
said ; /* perhaps there may be a rt^ioieot 
gartered M th^ couiity^towo, in which 
case.my knowlj^ge of the service, and ac- 
guai0taik:e Avitfa many officers of the arby, 
<cwnot fail to establish my situation and 
^dtmBCter by evidence, which a civil judge 
^ooukl mot suffidfenily estimate. And thm I 
iihall have the c&mtaanding officer's assistr 
^mce* in jimna^g iiidltiers so as, to screen 
lAiis unhtfj^y tnadiiv^oiBOkaa, whose ms3take or 
INoejudipe has been so fortunate for me. A 
uivil oiagistfate might think himself obli"^ 
^ed ior siend out warrants for her at mice^ 
imd the consequctiee.in case of her being 
iaken is pretty Evident— No, she has he&a 
j&fion honour with me if she.were the devil, 
aad I will be equally upon honour with her 
,*^She shall have the privilege of a amrt- 
martial, where, the point of honour can 
qualify strict law* Besides I may see hex 
lit thki plac%. KippJe-r-Couple-rwhat did 
riie call it ?— aad thien I canr make restitub- 
tion to her, and e'en let the law claim its 
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own when it can secure her. In the mean- 
wtiile, however, I cut nrther m awkward^ 
figure' for .one who has the honour to bear- 
his majesty's coiqmismon, beiog little bet^ 
ter flu«t the receiver of stolen goods." 

With these reflections. Brown took fromr 
the gypsey's treasure three or fimr guineas^ 
for the purpose of his immediate expences, 
and tying up the rest in the purse which 
contained them, resolved not again to open 
it, until he could either restore it to her 
by whom it was given, or put it into the 
hands of some public functionary. He 
next thought of the cutlass, and his first 
impulse was to leave it in the plantation. 
But when he considered the risk of meet- 
ing with these ruffians, he could not re- 
solve upon parting with his arms. His^ 
walking-dress, though plain, had so much 
of a military character as suited not amiss 
with his having such a weapon. Besides, 
though the custom of wearing swords by 
persons out of uniform had been gradually 
becoming antiquated, it was not yet so 
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totally forgotten as to occasion any parti- 
cular remark towards those who chose to 
adhere to it Retainiag, therefore, his 
weapon of defence, and placing the purse 
of the.gypsey in a private poqket, our tra- 
veller strode gallantly on through the wood 
in search of the promised high-road. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



.cur JUAIi^EBINC. 119 



CHAPTER Tin. 

-iU] school-day's friend8hip> chfldhood moocencc; 
. 'We, Hermia^ like two artificial gods. 

Have wifii oar needles created both one flower^ . 
^^Botk on one 8ainp[er» sRting on one cushion, 

Both waeUing of one song, bo^h- in one icy, * 
' .A^ if our hands, our sides, voices^ and minds. 

Had been incorporate. 

it Midsummer Night^t Dream. 

Jtdia Mannering io MatiJda Marohmont^ 

" Howcan'yoiu upbraid me, my dearest 
Matilda, with abaitement in friendship or 
fluctuation in affection ? Is it possible for 
me to forget that you are the chosen of 
my heart, in whose ^ithfiil bosom I have 
depQfiiited every feelii^ which your poor 
Julia dared to acknowledge to herself? And 
you do me equal ii^justioe in upbraiding 
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me with exchanging your friendship for 
that of Lucy Bertram, I assure you she 
has not the materials I must seek for in a 
bosom confidante. She is a charming girl, 
to be sure, and I like her very much, and 
I confess our forenoon and evening en- 
gagements have lefl me less time for the 
exercise of my pen than our proposed regu- 
larity of correspondence demands. But she 
is totally devoid of elegant; ^complish- 
ments, excepting the knowledge of French 
and Italian, which she acquired from the 
most grotesque monster you ever beheld, 
whom my father has engaged as a kind of 
librarian, and whom he patronizes, I believ?| 
ta show his defiance of the world's opinion. 
Colonel Mannering seems to have formed a. 
determination, that nodmig shall be cocitt*- 
dered as ru^culous,; so long as it appertatm 
*tb/or 18 connected with hinu I repiember in 
India heiiad picked up^somen^iere a lit^e^ 
mongrel ofiiv with Iwidylegs, a long back, 
and huge flapping «ars. Of this uncouth 
ia:6ature he diote 4x> mak€ a favourite, in 
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despite of all taste and opinion ; and I re- 
member one instance which he alleged, 'of 
what he called Brown's petulancp, was, that 
he had criticized severely the crooked legs 
and drooping ears of Bingo. On my word, 
Matilda, I believe he nurses his high opi- 
nion of this most awkward of all pedants 
upon a siipilar principle. He seats the crea- 
ture at taUe, where he pronounced a grace 
that sounds like the scream of the man in 
the square that used to cry mackarel> flings 
his meat down his throat by shovelfuUs, 
like a person loaditig a cart, and apparent- 
ly without the most distant perception of 
what he ifi swallowing, — ^then bleats forth 
another unnatural set of tones, by way of 
returning thanks, stalks out of the room, and 
immerises himself among a parcel of huge 
worm-eaten folios that are as uncouth 
as himself 1 I could endure the creature 
well enough, had I any body to laugh 
with J but Lucy Bertram, if I but verge on 
the border of a jest affecting this same Mr 
Sampson, (such is the horrid man's horrid 

VOIft !!• F 
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name) looks so piteous, that it deprives 
xne of all spirit to proceed, and my father 
knits his brow, flashes fire from his eye, 
bites his lip, and says something that is 
extremely .rude and uncomfortable to my 
feelings. 

" It was not of this creature, however, 
that I meant to speak to you— only that, be- 
^^g ^ good scholar in the modern, as well 
as the ancient languages, he has contrived 
to make Lucy Bertram mistress of the 
former, and she has only, I believe, to thank 
her own good sense -or obstinacy, that the 
Greek, Latin, ^and Hebrew, for aught I 
know,) were not added to her acquisitions. 
And thus she really has a great fund of 
information ; and I assure you I am daily 
surprised at the power which she seems to 
possess of amusing herself, by recalling 
and arranging the subjects of her former 
reading. We read together every morn- 
ing, and I begin to like the Italian much 
better than when we were teazed by thait 
conceited animal Cicipici ;— this is the way 
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to Spell his nam^, and not Chichipichi — 
you see I grow a connoisseur. 

" But perhaps I like Miss Bertram more 
for the accomplishments she wants, than 
for the knowledge she possesses. She 
knows nothing of music whatever, and 
no more of dancing than is here com- 
mon to the meanest peasant, who, by the 
way, dance with great zeal and spirit. So 
that I am instructor in my turn, and she 
takes with great gratitude lessons from me 
upon the harpsichord ; and I have even 
taught her some of La Pique's steps, and 
you know he thought me a promising 
scholarr . . ^ 

" In the evening papa often reads, and I 
assure you he is the best i-eader of poetry 
you ever heard**— not like that actor, who 
made a kind of jumble between reading 
and acting; staring and bending his brow, 
and twimng Ms face^ and gesticulating as 
if he%ere on the stage, arid dressed out in 
all his costume^ - 'My. father's manner is 
quite different'-^it is tile reading of a gen- 
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tlemau, who produces effect by ^liDg> 
taste, and inflectio];i f^ vojiee, qojt by ac- 
tion or ipumtnery* LiUdy Bertram rides 
remarkably well, m^ I can nim- accx>m- 
pany h^ oa horsel;mc]c, bikviipg become 
emboldened by example. W^w^ sAbo a 
gopd deal, in spite of the cold-rSo, upon 
thcwhole, I have not qmibe so mudi time 
for writing as I uaed to haw. 

" Besides, my love, I must really use the 
apology of all stupid correapondentsi that 
I have nothi]% to ss^r. My hopes, my 
fearsi my ani^ieties, about Brown, are of a 
less interesting cfust, sinc;^ I know that he 
is at liberty, and in health. Besides, I 
must own, I think that by this time the 
gentleman might have give^ me iSpme iiu 
timation what he was doing. Our inter- 
course m^y be an ioipjaideixt o^e, but It is 
not very cc»n{riiiai«i|tary to me, that Mr 
Vanbeest Brown shoju^ be^e fifs^'to 
discover that, and to breafc off in^QGai- 
sequence. I ca^ }H'ami&iJ& him thatJ yte 
might not differ much in opinion shwild 
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Aat happen to be his^ for I have (sometimes 
thought I have behaved extremely foolish- 
ly in that matter. Y^ I hwe so good, an 
opinion of poor Brown, that I cannot but 
think there is^ somedmtg extraordinary in 
hissflenee* 

<« To return to Lucy Bertram-— No, my 
dearest Matilda, she can never, never ri* 
val you^ ito niy re^sird', so that all your 
afl^etkmate jdSi(ou«y OA that account is 
witi»»utfib«itlft»i(»i.^ She is, to^be sure, a 
veiy preit^/ a- vety sekisitiei a very affec- 
tionati^ gl^^ and i think- there are few 
persons fi((xwiiose coiisoldlSDry fdendship I 
coi^l^h^^rb'.rtieoMrs^ more*' in what 

are^didd t^ t*^ <t)lft of life. But then 
theie so^ s(^om cdine in one's way, and 
00(6 Dalits ai ftiend who will sympathize 
idth distreMes of sentiment, as well as 
w<ltb actual mififortttne. Heaven knows» 
and pm hBto% my dearest Matilda, that 
these diseases of the heart require the balm 
of Sytnffiathy and affection as much as the 
^vils ci a more obvious afid determinate 
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characteri Now Lucy Bertram- has nor- 
tbfng of this kijadly syropathyf^uothiag at 
all, my deafeat Matilda. .W^re I^iiik of a 
fever^ die would sit up mght after iiight 
to nurse me: with the most utirepmiug pa^ 
tience j but with the fever of. the heart, 
which my Matilda has jsoQthed :9aj. Often, 
£|he.has no more, sympathy thfiti: her old 
tutor. And yet what provokes ihe. isy that 
the demure moqik^ actu^ly ^as, a- loiter of 
her own, and that :thciF in^tua^ : ^^otion 
(for mutual I tj^ke it to be) hf^ajgreat^eal 
of complicated sind rooftantie i^tt^iea^ir She 
waa once, fou nmst know^ a great heiress, 
but wa4 ruined by. the p*'odigali<y ; cjf her 
father^ and the Tiilainy of a i^drrid teaa in 
whom he ccmfided. A^d one 6£ the hand* 
somest yonng gentlemen ia the cerii^ry is 
attached to her ; but $ks he is heir to a greiat 
estate, she discounts /Jbi^a^^repse^.On^ 
account of thei di^ppprjtioo^i^C.theflr for^ 
tune. ' ' ' ;- . . ^ , - ■, ' r:— '^ 

'< But with all this moderation and. self-, 
denialj and modesty,; ap^l :pft.^o¥th^ Ll^y 
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is a sly girl— I am sure she loves young- 
Hazlewood, and I am sure he has some 
guess of that, and would probably bring 
her to acknowledge it too, if my father or 
«he would allow him an opportunity. But 
you must know the Colonel is always him- 
self in the way to pay Miss Bertram those 
attentions which afford the best direct op- 
portiHiities for a young gentleman in Ha- 
zlewood's situation. I would have my good 
papa take care that he does not himself 
pay the usual penalty of meddling folks. I 
assure you, if I were Hazlewood, I should 
look on his compliments, his bowings, his 
cloakings, his shawlings, and his handings, 
with some little suspicion ; and truly I 
think Hazlewood does so too at some odd 
times. Then imagine what a silly figure 
your poor Julia makes upon such occa« 
sions ! Here is my father making the agree- 
abl% to my friend ; there is young Hazle- 
wood watching every word of her lips, 
and every motion of her eye ; and I have 
not thie poor satisfaction of interesting a 
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human being— not even the exotic monw 
ster of a parson, for even he sits with hia 
mouth open^ and his huge round goggling 
eyes fixed like those of a statue, admiring 
Mess Baartram ! 

. <^ All this makes nre sometimes«a little 
nervous, and sometimes a little mischie- 
yous« I was so provoked at my father«^nd 
the lovers the other day for turning me^ 
completely out of their thoughts and so* 
ciety, that I began an attack upon Hazle«. 
wood, from which it was impossible for 
him, in common civility, ta escape. He^ 
insensibly became warm in his defence-^ 
I assure you, Matilda, he is a very clever^, 
as well as a very handsome young nmn»- 
^nd I don't think I ever remember havings 
seen him to the same adva9tage— when^ 
behold, in the midst of our liy^y conveiv 
sation, a very soft sigh from Wbbb Luejr 
reached my not ungratified ears^ I pras 
^eatly too generous to prosecute my vioi 
tory any farther, even if I had not been: 
afraid of papa. Luckily far me he fa»d at 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



evt MAmns^Kmo* 129 

lliat tnotnent gat iiit6 a long description of 
the peculiar ntitions and manners of a cer- 
tain tribe of Indians, iT^ho live far up the 
tountry, and was "illustrating them by ma- 
king drawings On Miss Bertram's work<« 
patterns, three of which he utterly da« 
i&aged, by introducing atiiong the intrica« 
cies of the pattern his specimens of oriental 
costume. But I believe she thought as 
Mttle of her own gown at the moment as 
of the India turbands and cutnmerbands* 
llowevfer, it was quite as well for m^ that 
he did not see All the tnerit of my little 
ikianceuvre, for he is ad sharp-sighted as a 
hawk, and a sworn enemy to the slightest 
shade of coquetry* . 

*« Well, Matildi, Hadewood heard this 
same half-audible sigh, and instantly re-^ 
pented his temporary attentions to such 
an unworthy oloject as your Julia, and, 
^i1^ a very comical expression of consci* 
oilsness, drew ftea^ to Lucy's work-fctble* 
He made some- trifling observation, and 
her rieply was one in which nothing but 
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an ear ad acute as that of a lover,: or a <cir- 
rious observer, like myself,' could havQ dju- 
tinguished any thing more cold and jJfy 
than usual. But it conveyed repioof to 
the self-accusing hpro,- ai)4 he stood abash* 
ed accordingly. You will admit that I was 
called upon in generosity to act as media* 
tor. So I mingled in the conversation, 
in the quiet tone of an unobserving and 
uninterested third party, led them into 
their fofmer habits of easy chat, a^d, af- 
ter having seirved awhile as the channel 
of communication through which they 
chose to address each other, set them 
down to a pensive game at chess, and very 
dutifully went to teaze papa, who was still 
busied with his drawings. The chess- 
players, you must observe, were placed 
near the chimney beside a little work^table^ 
which held the board and men, the Colo* 
irel, at some distance, with lights upon^ a 
library table,— for it is a large old-fasluQn« 
ed room, with several recesses, and hung 

witji grim tapestry, representing what it 

1 

i 
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might have puzzled the artist himself to 
explmn. 

* Is chess a very interesting game, 
papa ?* * 

* I am told so,* without honouring me 
with his attention. ' 

* I should think so, from the attention 
Mr Hazlewood and Lucy are bestowing 
on it.' 

*« He raised his head hastily, and held 
his pencil suspended for an instant. Ap- 
parently he saw nothing that excited his 
^spicions, for he was resuming the folds 
of a Mahratta's turban in tranquillity, when 
I interrupted him with—* How old is Miss 
Bertram,^ sir ?' 

* How should I know. Miss ? about your 
own age, I suppose.' 

< Older, - 1 should think, sir. You are 
always telling me how much more deco- 
rously she goes through all the honours 
©f the tea-table — Lord, papa, what if you 
should give her a right to preside once and 
for ever !* 
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< Julia» toy dear, yoht are either a feti|. 
outright, or you are more disposed to make? 
mischief than I have yet believed you/ 

♦ Oh, my dear sir I put your best, con- 
struction upon it— I would not be thought 
a fool for all the world/ 

• Then why do you talk like one ?* 

^ Lord, »r, I am sure there i^ nothidg 
so foolish in what I said just now— every 
body knows you are a very handsome 
man,' .(a nnile was just visible) ^ that is^ 
fer your time of life/ (the dawn was over- 
cast) < which is far from beiilg advanced, 
afid I am sure I don't know why you 
should not please yourself if you have a^ 
mind. I am sensible I am but a.liioiighjt- 
less girl^ and if a graver companion could 
render you more happy' ^ 

** There was a mixture of displeasure and 
grave affection in the manner in whieii my 
father took my hand, that was a severe re* 
proof to me fbr trifling with his feelings.. 
• Julia/ he said, * I bear with much of your 
petulance, because J think I have in some 
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degree deserveid it, by neglecting td super- 
intend your education sufficiently closely.. 
Yet I would not have you givfe it the rein, 
upon a subject so delicate. If you do not 
respect the feelings of your survividg pa- 
rent towards the memory of her whom 
you have lost, attend at least to the sacred 
claims of mi^rtune ; and observe, that 
the lightest hint of such a jest reaching 
Miss Bertram's ears, would at once induce 
her to renounce her present asylum, and 
go forth, without a protector, into a world 
dhe has already felt so unfriendly/ 

** What couid I say to this, Matilda?-* 
I only cried heartily, begged pardon, and 
liromised tOr be a good girl in future. And 
so here am I neutralized again ; for I can- 
liot, in honour, or common good nature, 
teaze poor Lucy by interfering with Hazle- 
vood, although she has so Uttle confidence 
in me ; and neither can I, after this grave 
appeal, venture again upcm such, delicate 
ground with papa^ Sa I bum little rolls 
ci jispevy and sketdi Turks' he^ds upon 

9 
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visiting cards with the blacVened end— I 
assure you I succeeded in making a superb 
Hyder-Ally last night— and I jingle on my 
unfortunate harpsichord, and begin at the 
end of a grave book and read it backward. 
— After all, I begin to be very much vex- 
ed about Brown's silence. Had he been 
obliged to leave the country, I am sure 
he would at least have written to me — 
Can it be possible that my father can have 
intercepted his letters ?— But no— that is 
contrary to jail his principles — I don't 
think he would open a letter addressed 
to me to-night, to prevent my jumping 
out of window to-morrow— What an ex- 
pression I have suffered to escape my pen ! 
I should be ashamed of it, even to you, 
Matilda, and used in jest. But I need 
not take fniich merit for acting as I ought 
to do— This same Mr Vanbeest Brown, is 
by no means so very ardent a lover as to 
hurry the object of his attachment into 
such inconsiderate steps. He gives one 
full time to reflect, that must be admitted. 
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Hovrever,.! will not blame him.unhearjl, 
nor permit myself to doubt the manly 
firmness of a character which I. have so 
often extolled to you. Were he capable 
of doubt, of fear, of, the shadow of cha.nge, 
I shquld have little to regret. 

" And why, yau will say, when I. expect 
such stesidy and unalterable constancy 
from a lover, why should I be anxious 
^bout what Hazlewood does, or to whom 
he . offers his attentions ?— I . ask myself 
tbe question a hundred times a-day, and 
it only receives the very silly answer, that 
one does not like to be neglected, though 
one would not encourage a serious infi- 
delity. . 

« I write all these trifles, because you 
9ay that they amuse you, and yet I won- 
der how they should* I remember in our 
stolen voyages to the world of fiction, 
you always admired the grand aqd the ro- 
mantic—tales of knights, dwarfs, giants, 
q.nd distressed damsels, soothsayers, visions, 
beckoning ghosts, and bloody hinds>~ 
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wbereas^ I was partial to the involved ia« 
tHgues of private life^ or at farthest; to so 
much only of the supernatural a» is coiw 
ferred by the agency of m eastern, geiiie^ 
or a beneficent fairy. Fot/ would have 
loved to shape your course of life oyer the 
broad ocean, with ks dead calms and howl- 
ing tempests, its tornadoes, and its billows^, 
mountain high, — ^hercfas I should like^ to. 
trim my little pinnace to a^ brisk breeze u^t 
some inland lake dr tranquil bay, where 
there was just difficulty of navigation suf* 
ficient to give interest aiid to.require skill,, 
without any great degree of danger. S&^ 
that, upon the whole, Matilda^ I think yoU; 
should have had my father, with his pride 
of artos and of ancestry, his ohivalrous 
point of honout-, his high talents, iind his. 
abstruse and mystic studies — You should 
have had Lucy Bertfatm too fot your friend, 
whose fathers, witii names which iilike d^ 
fy memory and orthography, ruled over 
^is romantic country, and whose birth 
took place, a^ I have beeh iSadistihcUy in- 
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formed, under circumstances of deep and 
peculiar interest— You should have had, 
too, our residence surrounded by moun- 
tains, and out lonely vralks to haunted 
ruins-<>And I should have had, in exchange, 
the lawns and shruljs, and greenhouses, and 
conservatorieaof Pine-park,^ with your good 
quiet indulgent aunt, her chapel in the 
morning, her nap after dinner, herhand at 
whist in the evenings not forgetting her fat 
coach-horses and fatter coachman.. Take 
notice, however, that Brown i> not inc}u« 
ded in this proposed barter of mine— his. 
good humour,^Uvely caaversalibn, andol^bn 
gallantry, suit my plaA <^life,a9 ^eU-iis hii 
athletic form, haadsome features^ and Vigl^ 
spirit, would accord with a character of chl-^ 
valry. So as we cannot change altogether 
eut and oat^ I think we must e'en abide as 
we are/' 
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CHAPTER IX. 

r renounce your defiance ; if you parley so roughly I'll barri- 
cado my gates against you.— Do you see yon bay window ? 
Stormi— -I care not, serring the good Duke of Norfolk. 

Merry Devil ^ Edmonton^ 

Julia Mannering to Matilda Marchmont. 

** I RISE from a sick-bed, my dearest 
Matilda, to communicate the strange and 
frightful scenes which have just passed. 
Alas! how little we ought to jest with 
futurity ! I closed my letter to you in 
high spirits, with some flippant remarks 
on your taste for the romantic and the ex- 
traordinary in fictitious narrative. How 
little I expected to have had such events 
to record in the course of a few days ! And 
to witness scenes of terror, or to contem^ 
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plate them in description, is as different^ 
My deafei^ Matilda, as to bend over the 
h^ink of a precipice holding by the frail 
tenure of a half-rooted shrub, or to admire 
ihe same precipice in the landscs^ of SaU 
vator. But I will not anticipate my narra* 
tive. 

^ The first part of my story is frightful 
enough, though it had nothing to interest 
my feelings* You must know that this 
country is particularly &vourable to the 
commerce of a set of desperate men frcmv 
the Isle of Man, which is nearly opposite^ 
These smugglers are . numerous, resolute^ 
and formidable, and have at different timea 
become the dread of the neighbourhood,^ 
when any one has interfered with their 
contraband trade* The local magistrates, 
from timidity or worse motives, are be^ 
come shy of acting s^ainst them, and iin-^ 
punity has rendered them j»|ually daring 
and desperate. With all this, my fatUefr^ 
a stranger in the land, and invested with 
no official authority, had> one would think» 
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nothing to do., But it mu* ibe ownfftf, 
that, a* he himself expresses it, he wa4 bor» 
ivhen Mars was lord of his ascencibsint, and 
that strife ai\d bloodshed find him out ia 
circumstanc^B and ^tuations the most red^ 
sed and pacific. . . 

«« About eleven o'clock on last Tuesdigr 
inorhing, while Hazlewood and my: Cither 
were proposing to.wilk to a Htliis lake 
about three miles distance, fi>r libei purr 
pose, ofiishoerting wiid^ducks^ .and whfle 
iMcy.aod I . were' tiii&0ed witii larnuDging: 
our fhm of wort aiuL study foi^ thb d»^i. 
we were: s^rmed/hrf the aoiind of hors^i' 
fieet^ advancing very :&st: vq^ t&e mtrtait^ , 
The groiind was .lu^ddnedl^ a. severe 
fircisf^ which made the datter of the hoofs/ 
sound yet louder and shaipec In'arma-* 
mctot. twQt or three .men^ anned, mounts 
ed, ind each Ifiadii^ ^, spaace horse bad-^ 
ed wi& packages, appeared on tiie lawii^ 
and without keSeping upon the road, which: 
makes a small sweep, pushed right across 
the lawn for the door of the hduse. Their 
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appearance was hi the utmost degree bur- 
rjed and disordered, and. they frequently 
looked back like men who apprehended a 
close and deadly pursuit My ^ther and 
HazleWood biuried to the front door to de- 
mand who they were, and what was their 
business. Tbiej were revenue oflScers, they 
stated, who had seized these horses, load- 
ed with contraband articles, at a place 
about three miles o& But the smugglers 
had bee^ reinforced, and were now pursu- 
ing them with the avowed purpose of re- 
covering the goods, and putting to death 
the <»fficers who had presumed to do their 
duty* The men said, that their horses be^ 
ii^ loaded, and the pursuers gaining ground 
upon them, diey had iled to Woodboume, 
conceiving, tEat as my father had served 
the king, he would not refiise to protect the 
servants of. government, when threatened 
to be murdered in the disch^ge of their 
d«ty. 

r.^ My &fher» to whom, in his enthusias-. 
tic fbdtngs trf military loyalty, even a dog 
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would be of importance if he came in the 
king's name, gave prompt orders for se- 
curing the goods in the hall, arming the 
servants, and defending the house in case 
it should be necessary^ Hazlewood se- 
conded him with great spirit, and even 
the strange animal they call Sampson 
stalked out of his den and seized upon a 
fowling-piece, which my father had laid 
aside to take what they call a xifle-gun, 
with which they shoot tygers, &c;, in the 
East. The piece went off in die awkward 
hands of the poor parson,, and very nearly 
shot one of the excisemen. At this uoex* 
pected and voluntary explosion of his wea- 
pon, the Dominie (such is his nick-name) 
exclaimed * Prodigious !' which is his usual 
ejaculation when astonished. But no power 
could force the man to part with his dis- 
charged piece, so they were content to let 
him retain it, with the: precaution. of trust- 
ing him with no ammunition. This (ex- 
cepting the alarm occasidn^ by the Te- 
port)^escaped my notice at the time, you 
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may easily believe ; but in talkidg over 
the scene afterwards, Hazlewood made us 
very merry with the Dominie's ignorant 
but zealous valour. 

" When my father had got every thing 
into proper order for defence, and his 
people stationed at the windows with 
their fire-arms, he wanted to order us out 
of danger— into the cellar, I believe— but 
we could not be prevailed upon to stin 
Though terrified to death, I have so much 
of his own spirit, that I would look upon 
the peril which threatens us rather than 
hear it rage around me without knowing 
its nature or its progress. Lucy, looking as 
pale as a marble statue, and keeping her 
eyes fixed on Hazlewood, seemed not even 
to hear the prayers with which he conju- 
red her to leave the front of the house« 
But, in truth, unless the hall-door should 
be forced, we were in little danger— the 
windows were almost blocked up with 
cushions and pillows, and, what the Do- 
minie most lamented, with folio volumes. 
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brought hastily from the library, leavltig 
only spaces through which the defenders 
niight fire upon the assailants^ 

*« My father had now made his disposi>^ 
tions, and we sat in breathless expectation 
in the darkened apartment, the men re- 
maining aU silent upon their posts, in an^ 
xious contemplation probably of the ap*. 
proaching danger. My father, who was 
quite at home in such a scene^ walked from 
one to another, and reiterated his orders^ 
that no one should presume to fire until he 
gave the word. Hazlewood, who seemed 
to catch courage from his eye, acted as his 
aid-de-camp, and displayed the utmost 
^lertpess in bearing his directions from 
one place to another, and seeing them pro- 
perly carried into execution. Our force, 
"mth the strangers included, might amount 
to about twelve men. 

*< At length the silence of this awful pe* 
riod of expectation was broken by a sounds 
which, at a distance, was like the rushing 
of a stream of water, but, as it approached/ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



vfe distiDguished the thick-beating clang of 
a number of horses advancing veiy fast. 
I had arranged a loqp'hole for myself from 
which I could see the approacli of the ene- 
my. The noii»e increased and came nearer, 
and at length thirty horseman and more 
rushed at once upon the lawn. You never 
saw, such horrid wretches ! Notwithstand- 
log the severity of the season, they were 
most of them stripped to their ahirts and 
trowsers, with silk handkerchiefs knotted 
about their heads, and all weH armed with 
carbities, pistols, and cutlasses. I, who am 
a soldier's daughter, and accustomed to 
see war from my infancy, was never so ter- 
rified in my liie as 43y the savage appear- 
ance of these ruffians, their horses reeking 
with the speed at which they had rode, and 
tibeir furious exclamations df rage and dis- 
appointment when, they ssm themselves 
baulked of their ^prey. Tbi^y paused, how- 
ever, when they sa^ the preparations made 
to receive them, and appeared to hold a 
moment^s consultation among themselves. 

VOL. II. G 
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At Lengtb»'Qtie of the patty, hin fkoe blacb* 
jraed with gunpowder by way of disguise^ 
came forward witb a! white handkerchief on 
the end of hi& cartmie^ and asked td apeak 
lifith Colonel Maonering; My fiiiher^ to 
my infinite terror, threw open a "window 
near which be was posted, and dismanded 
what he wanted. ^ We want oui* goods, 
wloch we have been fobbed of by these 
iharks,' said thefdlow ; < and otcr lieutenasit 
bids me say, lihat if they aiB delivered, we^l 
go off for this boiit without clearhig scores 
with the rascals who took them ; bvit if not, 
we'll bum the hcmse, and have the heart's 
blood of every one in h jVa threat wliich 
he repeated more thain onee^ graced by a 
jBresh variety of imprecations, and the most 
horrid denunciations that cruelty could 
suggest « And which is your Meoitehaht ?^ 
said my iatheac in reply. . 
^ * That gendeman upon the grey horse/ 
said the miscreant, ^ with the red handker^ 
chief behind about his brow/ 

• Then be jj^sed to tdt that gentle- 

w 
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man, that if he, and tlie scaundrels^ who 
are with him, do not ride off the lawn thia 
instant, I will fire upon them without ce^ 
remony/ So sayings my &ther shut the 
window, and broke short the conference* 

** The fellow no sooner regained his 
troop, than, with a loud hurra, or rather a 
savage yell, they fired a volley against our 
garrison. The glass of the windows was 
sihatteced in every direction, but the pro- 
cautimis already noticed saved the party 
wiUiin from suffering* Threie such vol- 
leys were fired without a shot being, re** 
turned fiom within. My ^ther then ob« 
served tbem getting hatchets and crows, 
probably to assail the hall door» and called 
aloud, ' Let none fir^ but Ha^hvmod and 
I«^Haidewoad^ mark the ambassador/ He 
himself aimed at the man on the gr^ 
horse, who fell on raoeiving his shotr~ 
Hazlewood was equally successful. He 
fliiot the spokesman, who had dismpQnted^ 
and was advancing with an axe in bis hand« 
Their &ii discouraged tbq rest, who bi^;aa 
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to turn round their horses ; ahd a few sfaotB 
fired at them «oon sent them ofi^ bearing 
along with them their slain or wounded 
eompanions.— We could not observe that 
they suflFered any farther loss. Shortly af- 
ter their retreat a party of soldiers made 
their appearance, to my infinite reliefl 
These men were quartered at a village 
some miles distant, and had marched upon 
the first rumour of the skirmish. A part 
of them escorted the terrified revenue offi* 
cers and their seizure to a neighbouring 
sea-port as a place of safety, and at my ear- 
nest request two or three files remained 
with us for that and the following day, for 
llie security of the house from the venge- 
ance of these banditti. 

<* Such, Nearest Matilda, was my first 
alarm. I must not forget to add, that the 
ruffians left, at a cottage on the road<-side, 
the man whose face was blackened with pow- 
der, apparently because he was unable to 
bear transportation. He died in about half 
an hour after. Upon examining the coxjjse^ 
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it proved to be that of a boor in the neigh- 
bourhood, a person notorious as a poacher 
and smuggler. We received many mes*» 
sages of congratulation from the neighi 
bburing families, and it was generally aU 
lowed that a few such instances of spirited 
resistance would greatly check the pre* 
sumption of these lawless men. My father 
distributed rewards among his servants^ 
and praised Hazlewood's courage and cool- 
ness to the skies* Lucy and I came in fop 
a share* of his applause, because we had 
stood fire with firmness^ and^ had not dis-^ 
turbed him with screams or o xpo at ul ationsi 
As for the Dominie, my father took an op- 
portunity of begging to exchange snuft 
boxes with him. The honest gentleman 
was much flattered with the proposal^ and 
extoUerd the beauty of his new snuiFbox 
excel5sively. ' It looked,* he said, * as well 
as if it were real gold from Ophir'— Indeed 
it would be odd if it should not, being 
formed in fact of that very metal ; but^ ta 
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do t)us^ honest creature justicei I believe 
the knowledge of ita real value would not 
jenhance his i^eme of my father's kindiiess» 
»upposiBg it, as he does^ to be plnchbecl^ 
gilded. He has had a hard task replacing 
the folios which were used in the barricade^ 
Wioothing out the creases and c(ogs*ear8» 
and repairing the other <tisaste]rs they have 
sustained during their service in the forti^ 
ficatio^* He brought us some pieces of 
lead and bullets which tliese ponderous 
tomes had intercepted during the action^ 
9Skd mhidk he had extracted with gceat 

|:are $ and^ were I in spirits^ I COllld give 

you a co^c account of hia astonishment 
at the apathy with which we heard of the 
WP»n<k and mutilation suffered by Thomas 
4^inas, or the venemble Chrysostom* 
But I am not in spirits^ and I have yet an- 
other and a more iifiteresting incident to 
CotiQBMinicate. I feel, howev^, so much 
iatiguied with my present exe2tioii» that X 
cannot rpsome the pen till to-morrow. I 
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will detain this letter notwithstanding, that 
you may not fbel any aniiety upon account 
of your own 

«« JuLu Mannebing.'^ 
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CHAPTER X, 

Here's a good world ! 

— Knew you of this fair work ? 

King John, 

Julia Mannering to Matilda Marchmont. 

<* I MUST take up the thread of my sto- 
ry, my dearest Matil4fc wheie I broke off 
yesterday. 

" For two or three days we talked of 
nothing but oui: siege and its probable 
consequences, and dinned into my father's 
unwilling eafs a proposal to go to Edin* 
burgh, or at least to Dumfries, where there 
is remarkably good society^ until the re- 
sentment of these outlaws should blow 
over. He answered with great compo^ 
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sure, that he had no mind to have his 
landlord's house and his owa property at 
Woodbourne destroyed ; that, with our 
good leave, he had usually been esteemed 
competent to taking measures for the safe- 
ty or protection of his family ; that if he 
remained quiet at home, he conceived the 
welcome the villains had received was not 
of a nature to invite a second visit, but 
should, he shew any signs of alarm, it 
would be the sure way to incur the very 
risk which we were afraid of. Heartened 
by his arguments, and by the extreme in- 
difference with which he treated the sup- 
posed danger, we began to grow a little 
bolder, and to walk about as usual. Only 
the gentlemen were sometimes invited to 
take their guns when they attended us, 
and I observed that my father for several 
nights paid particular attention to having 
the house properly secured, and required 
his domestics to keep their arms in readi- 
ness in case of necessity. 

** But three days ago chapced an occur* 
G 2 
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ren«» rf a naitafe wfakli alam^d me m<^e 
by ftr thaQ the attack of the smugglei^* 

^ I told yoii there was a sinail lake at 
tome d»tance from Woodboiuiie, "where 
the genllemen aometiiiies go to shoot 
wild-fowl. I happened at bteak&st ta 
flay I should like to see this place in its 
present frdsen state, occupied by skaters 
and puiersy as they call those who pky a 
particular sort of game upon the ice. There 
h suow on the ground^ but firozen so hard 
ihat I thought Lucy and I might venture 
to that distance, as the footpath leading 
^thcre was weU beaten by the repair of 
those who frequented it for pastime. Ha- 
zlewiK>d instantly offered to attend us^* 
and we stipulated that he should take his 
fi)wluig«piece. He laughed a good deid at 
the idea of going a*shooting in the snow^ 
but, to relieve our tremors, desired that a 
groom, who acts as game-keeper occa- 
sionally, should follow us with his gun*. 
As for Colonel Mannering, he does not 
like crowds or sights of any kind where 
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htttnViti figures^ make up the ifiow, unless 
indeed it were a tniUtaiy review— so he de-» 
clitted the party. 

«* We set out unusuaUy eariy, upon- ^ 
^e frosty exhflaratiug morning) and we 
Fe!t littr minds, as wd! as our nerves, 
braced by the elasticity of the pure air* 
Our walk to the lake was defightful, or 
tt least the difficulties were only such as 
diverted us, a slippery descent for instance, 
or a frozen ditch to cross, which made Ha*^ 
sdeWood^s assistance absolutely necessary* 
I don't tliink Lucy liked her walk the less 
fer these occasional embarrassments. 
: ^ ITie scene upon the lake was beautifiiL " 
One side of it is bordered by a Sleep crag, 
from which hung a thousand enormous 
icicles all glittering in the sun ; on ibt 
other side was a little wood, now exhibit 
ing that fantastic ap'pearance which the 
pine-trees present when their branches are 
loaded with snow. On the frozen bbsoixL 
of tlie lake itself 'Were a mdtitudt cf mt* 
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ving figures, some flitting along^ with, die 
velocity of swallows, some sweeping in* 
the most graceful circles, and others deepljf 
interested in a less active pastime, crowd- 
ing round the spot where the inhabitants 
of two rival parishes . contended for the 
prize at ciirling-^an honour of no smaU 
importance, if we were to judge from the 
anxiety expressed both by the players and 
bye-standers. We walked round the little^ 
lake, supported by HazJewood,. who lent 
us each , an, arm. He. spoke, .poor fellow, 
with great kindness to old and young, and 
seemed deservedly popular among the asr 
sembled.crowd. At length we thought of. 
retiring.— 

« Why do I mention . these trivial, oc^ 
currences ?r-noti heaven know?,: from the 
kiterest I can now attach to them— but 
because^ like a drowning man who catches 
at a brittle twig^ I seize every, apology for 
delaying the subsequent and dreadful part 
•f my narrative. But it must be comma* 
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Bibated-^I must have the sympathy of at 
lea^t one &iend^ under this heart-rending 
ealam-ity.. . . , 

** We were returning home by a foot* 
path, which led through a plantation of 
firs. Lucy had quitted Hazlewood^s arni 
*-^it is only the plea of absolute necessity 
which reconciles her to accept his assist* 
ance.; I ^till leaned upon his other arm. 
liucy followed us close^ and? the servant 
was two or three paces behind us. Such 
vtBS oiir position, when at once, and as if 
he had started out of the earth, Brown 
stood before us at a short turn of the 
road f He was very plainly^ I might say^ 
coarsely dressed, and his whole appear- 
ance had in it something, wild and agi*- 
tated. I screamed between surprise and 
terror — Hazlewood mistook the nature of 
my alarm, and, when Brown advanced 
towards^ me as ife to speak, commanded 
bini haughtily to- stand back, and not to 
alarm tte lady. Brown replied, with 
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equal asperity^ he had no occaskm to isk^ 
lessons fiwn him how to behave to tiiait 
pr any other lady. I rather believe tbttt 
Hazlewood, impressed with the idea that 
he belonged to the band of smugglers, sind 
had some bad purpose in view, heard and 
understood )mn imperfectly. He snatdi* 
ed the gun from the servant, who had 
come up on a line with ns, and, pointing 
the mnzde at Brown, commanded him tb 
stand off ai his peril. My screams, for 
my terror. preveMed my finding articulate 
language, only hastened the catastrophe4 
Brown, thus menaced, sprung upon Hazl6i^ 
wood, grappled with him, and had liearlj 
succeeded in wrenching the fowling*>ptece 
from his grasp, when the giin went off in 
the struggle, and the contents were lod- 
ged in Hazlewood's shoulder, who instant- 
ly iell. I saw no more, for the whole 
scene reeled before my eyes, and I fainted 
away J but, by Lucy^ report, the unhap^ 
py perpetrator of this action gazed a mo^ 
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mem on the scene before him> anttl her 
iBcreatns began to alarai the people iipMi 
the lake» several of ¥^hom now came ift 
Bight. He then bounded over a hedge, 
^hich divided the foot-path from the 
plantation, and has not sinoe been heard 
0]^ The servant made no attempt to stop 
or secure bin!) and the repert be made oi 
the matter to. those who came up to us^ 
induced them rather to eiercise their hOi^ 
manity in r^ealling me to U£^ than shew 
their comrage bj pursuing a despemdo^ de^* 
scribed by the groom as a man of tremens 
dous personal strength, and complete^ 
armed. 

^ HaiAewood was conv^ed home, that 
is to Woodbounie, in si^ety« I trust his 
wound will prove in no respect dangerousi 
though he suffers much. Bat to Brown 
^e consequences must be most disastrous. 
He is already the object of my father's re« 
sentment, and he has now incurred danger 
fromc the^ law of. tlie country, as well as 
from the damcNTOus vengeance Of the £i* 
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iher of Hadewood^ who threatens to move 
keaven and earth against the author of his 
son's wound* How will he be able to 
shroud himself from the vindictive . acti- 
vity of the pursuit ? how to defend him- 
self, if taken^ against the severity of laws 
which I am told may even affect his life i 
and how can I find means to warn him of 
his danger ? Then poor Lucy's ill-conceal- 
jed grief, occasioned by her lover's wounds 
is another source of distress to me^ and eve- 
ry thing round me appears^ to bear witness 
s^ainst, that indisccetion which has occa» 
i&iiQiQed this calamity. 

" For two days I was very ill indeed* 
The news that Hazlewood was recoverkig, 
and that the person who hadishot him was 
no where to be traced, only that for cer- 
tain he was one of. the leaders of the gang 
of smugglers, gave me some comfort The 
suspicion and pursuit being directed to- 
wards those peof^ must naturally facili- 
tate Brown's escape, and, I trust, has^ er^ 
this,^ ensured it« £ut patroles of hocse and 
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foot traverse the country in all directionsy 
and I am tortured by a thousand confused 
and unauthenticated rumours of arrests 
and discoveries. 

« Meanwhile^ my greatest source of 
comfort is the generous candour of Hazle-» 
wood, who persists in declaring, that witb 
whatever intentions the person by whom 
he was wounded approached 'our party,, he 
is convinced that the gun went off in the 
struggle by .accident, and .that the injury 
he received waar undesigned. vThe groom^ 
on the other habd, maintains that the^piece 
was wrenched oiit of Hazlewood's hands, 
and detibei^ately pointed at his body, and 
Laie)r iflclmea to the isame bpinkxit^I do 
Hot sufiqpiect them of intentional exi^era-» 
tioiit yet such is the fallacy of human tes« 
timohy! for the unhappy shot was most 
uoquestionably discharged unintentional^ 
ly. Ferfaape it would be the beat way to 
confide the whole secret to Hailewood--^ 
bat he is very young, and I feel the uU 
ttWBt i£pi%naneei to /cominuQiJbate to hiim 
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my folly • I mwt thought of jdodoBkig ^te 
myniety to Lucy, sind teg^n b;^ adkiog what 
die recoUected of the persoa and fearturea 
of the man whom we had so uofoctunatel/ 
met—but s\h taast out into sudbi a hdtrid 
description of a hedge^ra^n, tiaiat^ I was 
deprived of' all courage "and dispb^ion to 
cfwvL my attachment to hitti. I must ^ 
Miss Bertram is stiangeiy ioassed by .her 
pi^possessionsy for there Jte - few hand- 
•omer meiti than foof Skxptm^ I had not 
loen him for a long time^ asd e^ea in.lus 
ftmige and middftti apparitkm on this uq^ 
Imppy eoomMi, and under every diand* 
tantage, his form seems to me, on i^^ec^ 
tion» laqNTomd in grace^ and Us fotncea 
m €spre68iire d]gQ3ty«-^ShaIi weevw meet 
agdn ? Who can answer that qiiiefltipn'&^^ 
Write to-mte idndlyi my dearest Matilda**^ 
but when did you othwwise ?— yet, agaio, 
write to me soon, and wrke to m^ kindly* 
J ana not ia 4i sstmati oa to paafit % Bdtm:e 
or refnx>ef9 n^ iwve i my UBOsd spiiJIs: to 
|w«y themby^millsi^. I fesi the terms 
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t>f a t^fafldt who has, in heedless sport, pert 
in motion some powerful piece of macfai* 
nery ; and, while he beholds wheels revolt, 
ving, chains clashing, cylinders rolling 
around him, is equaUy astonished at the 
tremendous powers whidi his weak agency 
has called into action, and tarifled for the 
consequences which he is compeltj^d to 
await, without the possibility of averting 
them. 

** I must not omit to say that my father 
is very kind and affectionate. The alarm 
which I have received forms a sufficient 
apology for my nervous complaints. My 
hopes are, that Brown has made his escape 
into the sister kingdom of England, or 
perhaps to Ireland, or the Isle of Man. In 
either case he may wait the issue of Hazle- 
wood*s wound with safety and with pa* 
tience, for the communication of these 
countries with Scotland, for the purpose 
of justice, is not (thank Heaven) of an in- 
timate nature. The consequences of his 
being apprehended would be terrible at this 
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moment. I endeavour to strengthen my 
mind by arguing against the possibility of 
such a calamity. Alas I how soon have 
sorrows and fears, real as weH as severe, 
followed the uniform and tranquil state of 
existence at which so lately I was disposed 
to repine I But I will not oppress you any 
longer with my complaints. Adieu, my 
dearest Matilda ! 

** Julia Mannering.** 
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CHA1>TER XI. 

A man may see how this world goes with no eyes. — Lock 
^th thine ears : See how yon justice rails upon yon sini- 
.pie. thief. Hark in thine ear-— Change places ; and, handy- 
dandy> which is the justice, which is the thief? 

Xing Lear, 

Among those who took the most lively 
interest in endeavouring to discover the 
person by whom young Charles Hazle* 
wood had been way-laid and wounded, was 
Gilbert Glossin, Esquire^ late writer in 
— — , now Laird of EUangowan, and one 
of the worshipful commission of justices of 
the peace for the county of » His mo- 
tives for exertion upon this occasion were 
manifold ; but we presume that our read«* 
ers, from what they already know of this 
gentleman, will acquit him of being actua« 
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ted by any zealous or intemperate love of 
abstract justice. 

The truth was, that this respectable 
personage felt himself less at ease than 
he had expected^ when his machinations 
put him into possession of hi9 benefactor's 
estate* His reflections within doors, where 
90 much occurred to remind him of former 
times^ were not always the self-<x>ngrata- 
lations of successful stratagem. And when 
he looked abroad. He could not but be sen« 
sible that he was excluded from the socie- 
ty of the gentxy of the country, to whose 
rank be conceived he had Taised himaelfL 
He was not admitted to their dubs, and; 
at meetings of a public nature found ^iai» 
self thwarted iin4 looked upon with cold* 
Bess a3id contempt. Both principle^ andr 
jMK^udiGe CQ«Qperated in creating^ this dism 
like ;. ibr thegentlemea of the country de^ 
spised him for the lowness of his birth^ 
while they hated him for the ipeans hy 
which he had raised his fbrtimc. With 
the cDmsium pe^le his reputalioa stood 
4 
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Still worse. Thej would, neither yield him 
the territorial appellation of Ellangowanr 
oor the usual compliment of Mr Glossin ; 
— with thetn he was bare Glossin, and sa 
incredibly was his vanity interested by 
this trifling circumstance, that he was 
|:nown to give half-a«crown to a beggar, 
because he had thrice called him £Uan« 
gowan» in beseeching him for a penny. 
He therefore felt acutely the general want 
ef respect^ and particularly when he con« 
trasted his own character and reception in 
society witli that of Mr Mac»Morl%n, who, 
in far inferior woiidly circumstances, was 
bdoved. and respected both by rich and 
poor, and was slowly, but securely, laying 
liie SbttBdation of a moderate fortune, with 
the general good-will and esteem pf all who 
ktiewhimi. 

Glossii^ wUile h& repined internally at 
what be would fkin have called the preju- 
dices and preppssessions of the country, 
Wf0 too wise to make any open complaint. 
He was sensUde h» elevation was too re«^ 
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ceat to be immediately for^ven, and the 
means by which he had attained it too odi« 
ous to be soon forgotten. But time, thought 
he, diminishes ivonder and palliates inis^ 
conduct. Wkh the dexterity, therefore^ 
of one who had made his fortune by stu- 
dying the weak points of human nature, 
he determined to lie by for opportunities 
to make himself useful even to those wIk> 
most disliked him ; confiding that his own 
abilities, »the disposition of country gentle-^ 
men to fall into q%iarrels when a lawye^^s( 
advice becomes {)recious, and a thousand 
other contingencies, of which, with pa- 
tience and address, he doubted not to be 
able to avail himself, would soon place, him 
in a more important and respectable light 
to his neighbours. 

The attack upon Colonel Mannering's. 
house, followed by the accident jof Hazle- 
wood's wound, appeared to Glossin a 
proper 0|4>ortunity to impress upon the. 
country at large the service. which couid 
be rendered by an active magin^ate, (for 

14 
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he had been in the commiasioo fiir some 
time) VdJ. acc|aaiiited with the law* and 
BO less so with the hauDts and habits of 
the ilMott tndera. He had acquired the 
latter kizid of . e;xpeaeiice by a &imeff 
dole allianee with smae of the voost <£%•< 
perate sttQgg^St in coosegveoce of whidi 
he had oecaaiondUy acted, soroetunes as 
partner^ sometifnea m kgal adviser, with 
these persons. But. the ccHiQection had 
been dropped many years ; nor, con^dering 
how short the race of emtneat characters of 
this description^ and the frequent ckcum- 
staooes which occur to make thcfm redre 
from particular scenes of action, had he 
the least reason to think that his present 
researches could possibly compromise any 
old fiiend who might possess means of 
retaliation. The having been concerned 
m these practi^ abstractedly, was a cir- 
cumstance which, accordbg to his opi- 
mon, ought in no respect to intarfeie 
with his now using his experience in be- 
half of the public, or rather to further 

VOL. II. H ' 
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his own private views. ToaK^jmtethegood 
opinion and xoantenanee of Colonel Mam^ 
nering would be no small object to a gea<^ 
tleman wiio was mach disqposed to esci^ 
from Coventry j and to gaitt the &vom of 
old Hazlewoody who was a leading man 
in the county, was of more importanee 
still. Lastly, if be should succeed in dis^ 
covering, apprehending, and convicting 
(he culprits, he would have the satisfactiDii 
of mortifying, and in some degree di^aili* 
ging, Mac-Morlan, to whom, as sherifihmb- 
stitute of the county, this Sfoot of investiga^ 
tion properly bekNDged, and who would 
certainly, suffer in public opinion, should 
the voluntary exertions of Glosstn be more 
successful than his own. * 

Actuated by mptivcs so stinmlating, and 
well acquainted with ^the lower retainers 
of the law, Glossin set every spring in mo^ 
tion to detect and apprehend, if poaisfble,- 
some of the gang who had att^tekedAVood- 
bourne, and mwe particularly^ the ihdivi^ 
dual who had wounded Charie^s Hazlewood* 
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H^ promised high rewards, ke suggested 
vwoos schemesy «nd used his personal in« 
terest amo^g bis old acquaiotances who 
favoured^ the trade, urging that they had 
better make sacrifice of an understrapper 
or. two than incur the odium <^ having fa- 
voured such atrocious proceedings. But 
fersomei time, all these exertions were in 
vmtm^ The common people of the country 
either favoured or feared the smugglers 
too much to af&rd any evidence against 
them.; At length this bpsy miigistrate ob- 
tained information, that a man, having the 
dress and appearance of the . person wh^ 
had wounded Hazlewood, had . lodged on 
the evening before the rencontre ^at the 
Gordon Arms in Kippletring^n* Thither 
Mr Glossin immediately went, for the pur- 
pose of interrogating our old acquaintance 
Mrs >f ac-Candlish. 

The reader may remember that Mr Glos« 
fsm did not, according to this good woman's 
l^asc^ stand high in her books. She there* 
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ibre alteml^ his si^moBs to the pariaur 1 
«k>wly and reluetitotly, and, on entering l 
Hxe rooB), paid her respects in the driest I 
possible manner, l^he dialogue then pro« I 
eeeded as follows : | 

** A fine firosty morning, . Mrs Mae-Can- 
aiish.'' 

*« Aye, sir ; the morhing^s weel ancuch.'* 
** Mrs Mac-Candlish, I wish to know if 
&]fi justices are to dine here as usual after 
the business of the court on Tuesday ?'' 

** I believe— I fancy sae, sir— as usual'* 
—(about to leave the room). 

^'Stay a moment, Mrs Mac-Candlish — 
why, you are in a prodigious huixy, my 
good friend— I have been thinking a club 
fining here once a month would be a very 
pleasant thing.** 

•* Certainly, sir; a club of rcspectahh 
gentlemen.** 

^ True, true, I mean landed proprietors 
and gentlemen of weight in the county ; 
and I should like to set such a thing ago- 
ing-" 
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llie shwt dry eougfa with ^bich Mrs 
!Mac-Caisdlish rec^ytid this proppml, by 
no iBean$ indlcatisd any disUhfc to tfat otef * 
ttise abstracted);^ considered^ but only 
jBUch doubt how &r it would suecetd un- 
der the auspices o^ the gentletrian by whom 
it was prcq^ed. It was not a cough ne- 
gatire-^ but a cougb dubious^ and as sucb 
fiHosaia Mt i£} but it was not his cue to 

^', Have there beeA brisk doings on the 
f^ad^ Mrs Mac'Candtiah i plenty of com.* 
pany^ I suppose ?** 

''Pretty weel, sir^-rrbilt I believe I am 
3iiia»t«d at die bar." 

^^ No» no^-^^-stop one nxomfent, tafinot 
yoUi to obl%ci an old customer ?— Pray da 
yoa reniMsber a xemarkably taM young 
mms^ wfad lodged one xught in youi houat 
kwlweek?" 

" Troth, sir, I canna weel say— I never 
lake heed whether my company bd hng 
itt short, s£«hey maic6 a bmg bitt/^ 
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' ^^ And if they do not, you can do that 
for them, eh, Mrs Mac^Candiisb ?--ha^ h% 
ha !— But this young man that I enquire 
^fter had a dark frock, with metal buttonsi 
%bt-brown hair unpowdered, blue ^^ 
and a straight nose, travelled on foot, had 
no servant or baggage— you suf^Iy can, re« 
member having seen such a traveller ?** 

^< Indeed, sir^ I ciahna charge my me- 
mory about thie matter— there's mair to d# 
in a house like this, I trow, than to look 
aftep passengers\bair, or their e^sn, or 
noses, either.'* 

'< 'rhen^ Mrs Mac Candlish, I most tell 
you in plain terms, that liiis person is 90^ 
pected of having been guilty of a cf^ftnef 
and it is in consequence of these saq[iicioii$ 
that I, as a magistrate, require this in&Fr 
ioatibn Xrom yoii,— and ifyou refuse to Mi^ 
swer my questions, I must put you upoa 
your oath." * 

*< Troth, sir, I am no free to swear— we 
aye gaed to the Antiborgher meeting~it's 
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very ^tcuc^ in BaiUie Mac^adUlh's time^ 
(honest man) we keepit the kirk, whilk 
was most's^^mly in his station^ as having 
pfl|ce--^>ut after his being called to a bet- 
1^ pl^cei than ,Kippletringan» I hae gaen 
li^acki to worthy Maister Mac-Grainer. And 
fp ye see^ sir* I am no clear to swear with* 
out spcjaking to the nfinister-^especially 
against ony sackless puir yottng thing that's 
gaun/ tlvfiiugh the couotry stranger and 
^Pfleft^lQWlike.'^ 

r ^« I al)aU relieve your scruples, perhaps^ 
ipthoift troubling Mr Mac-Grainer, when 
I teU you that this fellow whom I enquire 
H^ ;is the man who. shot your young 
Smo^ Q^rles. Hazkwood/' 
> ^* Gudenes^ ! wha could hae thought die 
jlke p' that o' him ?— na* if it had been fw 
4Jl^t)rQr,e*en fbr a bit tuilzie wi' the ganger^ 
t;^e d|dyio' I^elly Mac«>Candlish's tongue 
9uld ey^ hae wrai^ed him. But if he 
really; shot young Haalewood— but I canna 
ibipk it, Mf Glosaip^f this will.be some d^ 
your skits now — I canna think it o' sae 
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douce a lud ;->-iia) na, this is^ just simie o^ 
your auld skits,^— Ye^U be fw harmg a 
horning or a caption after him ?*' 

^* I see you hare no confidence in me^ 
Mrs Mac-Candlicili $ but look at tit^ew d€« 
clarations, signed by the permns iK^fao* saw 
the crime connnitted^ and ju^e yofnlself 
if the description of the ruffian be nol lliaC 
of your guest.'* 

He put the papers infid: hefr h&aAi y$hkSk 
she perused very carefulfy, oftetl^ tiMHig 
off her spectacks to cast hef eyM np^to 
HeWen, or perhaps te iripe a fear ffim 
them, for young UsAiWAoia^ wa» a». esJL 
l^ial fkvourite ^ith the good diiMi 
<< Aweel, aweel !^ she said, whie# ^h« 'hacl 
concloiieci her exantinat^on^ '^ i^free it's 
e'en sae, I gie him up, the viflaki— ftil 01 
wc are erring mortals J**^I never sairalbe 
I l%ed better, or a lad that nms m^ 
douee and catmy— I thought lie bad been 
some gentleman under trettbfe.-^*9nt I g^ 
him up, the viDain i^to* shoot Charted Hi^ 
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. ^' Sa yoii adimti then, that such » person 

Jodgcii fa«f e thti nigfac btibre this vile bust* 



^ Ttoth did be» sir^ zmA a' the house 
were ta'eii wi' hintt lie waa side a fraofc 
pleamnt ydu<^ man. It wasifa ft^ his 
spending I'm siur^ for he just* had a okut* 
tata-diop» ahd n mug <^ ale» and may be a 
l^ate ortwa o* wme-^aild I a^ked him to 
^dafc tea wF ihyseH, and did da put &at 
Mto the bfli; ai^ he took nde supper^ fot 
ht said he was: defeat \ri^tmvela^ the ftight 
afere^I datre say na# it bad been'od sootfe 
liellieal: errand or othidr.^ 
. " Bid yoic by $mf chance learn his 

. ^ i wot weel did I--for hef said it iMM 
likely that an auld woman like a gypsey 
«fe mij^t be adsing foe him— Aye, aye I 
tdk meyofor company, and Fli tell you wha 
yeare! Otiie villain !— Aweel, sir, when he 
«gaed away in the morning he paid his bill 
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Very hoiiesily, and gae 6(miet}iiiig to tiie 
chamber*maidf nae doiibt,' for GrJ2zy has 
naething i^rae me, bye twa jpak o* new sholon 
iika year, and may be a bit compliment 

at Hansel Monanday*' Here Glosaiii 

found it necessary to interftre, and bring 
the good woman back to the point ^ 

<< Ou than, he j&st said,: if there comes 
such a person to enquire after Mc Brawny 
you wili say I am gone to look at the 
skaters on Loch Cseeran, as you call iti 
and I will be back hejce to dinner.— -But he 
Viever came back— though* I expected bim 
eae faithfully, that I gae a lodt to making 
the friar^s^ chicken mysell, and to the crap* 
pit-heads too, and tiiat's what I dinna do 
for ordinar, Mr Glossin-^Bat little did I 
.think what skating wark he was gaum 
'about-^to shoot Mr Charles, the innocent 
lamb!*'. f 

Mr Glossin, havings 19te a pmdent ex- 
aminator, stiffered his witness to gite wot 
to all her surprise aod ind^nation^ now 
began to enquire whether t)ie suspected 
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pirson luidleftaiiypfc^erty or papers about 
tfaeifiil. 

** TroUii he put a pared— a sma' parc^ 
\mdei my eliarge, and he gae me som^ 
<sfller» aad desired me to get him half-a^ 
'dozen ruffled sarks, and Peg Pasley's in 
hadds wi' them e'eu.nbw--tbey may servfe 
him to gang up the Lawn-market in, the 
scoundrel t" Mr Glossin then demanded 
to see the packet, but Here mine hostess 
demncnd. . 

. '' Sbe #2Ba ken-^he wad not say but 
justice should ^ take its. course— but when 
it^»thing. was tnKsted) to ane in her way, 
donbtileas they .were responsible— but she 
aidd, cry/ in Deacon :Bearclifi^ and jf Mr 
€ttosa5n bked to iak an inv^itai o' tiie 
jpooperty, and igieJ]ier''a^rece^>t before the 
BMC0iW43]f}r what she wad like mucUe 
better, an itvooitld be sealed tqp and left in 
Deaaon Beardiff^ ikmds, jt wad mak her 
flsbMl easy*. ^ wins fw naething but jua* 
ijbelan<a' sides*'^ ; . . ; ^ 

{ JiraMactCmdUsli'siiatfal sagacity and 
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sent for Deacon Bearcliff, to speak ** ancitt 
the yiUte» thut^ jbftd shot Mt Gliadmllade- 
WMd." Thel>ebcio»accotditagl7»adelii8 
tppeHraaise, yrith b» wigr am^^ mwing to 
the foitfry wHk which, afc thii^siiisinoK^ 
the Jtifltfi8e» be bad extfaaiqpQd it fm the 
Kilmvno^k-ci^ in whkb he vwaUy ab- 
teAded bis cuttooiws. Mrs Mae«£Suidiali 
th^fir produced the pared defosilBd with 
her by Brown, in which was bmod die 
gy pacgr's' pnrte» Upon* pereemai^ ifae vtdue 
^ ,ihe fioiiscdiaiMom oaatonU^ Mra J&fac^ 
CawiHab mtenally ciHlgvatuhitad heiielf 
upon the precaotioiis dn&had Ukm bttee 
dditerinip them i^ to 6U0Biiin^ while fac^ 
With att appauranee oi diaintexestcd Gi» 
dtafyWM tbe;fiMt to preppae tiiey^ A^M 
be praperlgr immitoded aiidrdqpMi«ed:«aA 
Desaaoii Bcvdi^ ualil tbey: should b* 
wot loi the. Crown: ^cAta <^ He dJd.oot^'' 
be observod^ <* lifco lor. br perafndljp r^ 
sponsible for articles whidii a^lnnod ci 
coosidcsohie ▼abw^ aad iKid dMWtless 
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fates acquimdl^ tiil^lpcM ilcffivioiHN ptact* 
tices/' 

He( tiled egnflmed did pi|NSr iai ivhich 
the piM6 had been ^wsifrf: iqp4 It vds the 
back of a letter addressed to V^ Sro#l4 
£squire» but the r6St U the- afidsMs was 
^tom rnrn^. The: fattdladkf^ tew atf eai|^r 
to tbroir ligbt «pKM tlie caimiioilB mc9f% 
a»ifae:faad.ftaBerfy ht&stAemd&sm^ 
holding it^— for tlMitiiiOQUjHMO^ 
^.thepafBe.ai{)ned'atroi^J^ to kti^/diind 
that all was not right,— M»M{»GbtitillMi^ 
IsBji, now gamKj&issiD tOfJsmAmtlMaS^ that 
JisrpOTiittiotianiliOBtter had.botliaeMlili^ 
itnoigCRr opui the ice tiNHday when youog 
Hbelewqodv^rasrvMiited,. 

Our reader's old acyiiiiif anwr^ 
bai^-.wao fiflstr auMMMifil, aad 
ftanilj^ ^ob.faelttdjswii and cODOeiiied 
tqm thie:3ce that (mmriiigiyith if *f.1fT"gf'V 
^(^Ki, iMonuktittooc^ faiH^ 

•^Wbat timi. did ykmr oomttmJtmm 

^^ Turn ?--ou, we turned nae gate at a% 
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4Kit jast l^pit attaint forwanl ttpmi tibe 
ice like.'* 

: <« Well, bittv4i«fc did jreqpeakai^ 
' ^< Ottylie just adoed ^estkms Iflce on j 
jtber strai^rcr/'' 

«" But about wbat?^*. 

. ^ Oii» jiist abwt the folkithaTwas i^^ 
dqg^ at tliQt oiirliiigy.aad about aidd Joek 
-Steveaaoo that> was/ at the oock, and about 
4hetaddita^aad8iGkltke/V 
: ^Yfkit himl and iNcfaat did he ask 
liKmttfaeiB^Jockr 

: ^ ynmt leddaea f . ou; it M»a Miss JevHa 
Mamnring audi MsiB Luiey. Bertcam, thst 
ye kenilKi! weel yoiiraeUy Mr Oktsstorrthey 
iftere walking wi! ti&e fofong Laird of Ha- 

^Airaod upon theice^V; 

: ;^^jAaid wfaaidi4 yoateU him aboiii themif 
; ^' Tttt» we jtsst'said that waa^ Miss hwj 
Jteptsroi of ^ t^lBBgnwratij tliat sboidd asice 
jflMtehadLA.glpeat.eiMAt^ ia the ocmibty-^ 
and thftt was Miss Jowlasr Matt»ering> that 
ans to be4B»artied to yoii^g Has^kiwood — 
See as she.was hinging 061 tmsamfr-'sw.^ 
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s^lce jEiix>6t our comitsy dftibes filce-^-^ie 
iwas a very firaok maD.!^ 

<^ Wdl, and what did he say in answer V^ 
' ^* On, be just stared at the yooi^ leddiea 
very keen like, and aiA:ed tf it was fbs ce»^ 
tain that the manriage was to be between 
Miss Mannering and young Hazlewood^ 
and I answered him that it wasibir positive 
and absdute certain, as J had ah und€mbt»> 
€d right to say sae«»for my third cousuh 
Jean Claverse, (she's a relaticm o* your ain^ 
Mr Glossin, ye wad ken Jean Idngs^ne?) 
dhe's sib to the house-^keeper at Wood- 
tx)ume, at^d she's teH'd me mair por aace 
that there was^ naething mair likely/* 

<' And what did the stranger say wheA 
you told him all this. ?*' 

*< Say ?-na^ing at a— he jitst staredat 
nbem as they walked romid the lodi i^nmi 
the ice^ aaif he could have eaten them, and 
he never took his e'^e aif iltem or smd a» 
<rther word^, though there was the finestfua 
amangtbe curlers ever was seenr-and he 
turned round and gaed aff thelodirby the 
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kidt jtile ^iMlqgb Woffdhtmrm flR-fkn^ 
ings, and ive saw n^ m»k of lsim»* 
' : ^OM^ Hmk," siid Mt» Mas-CiMtlisfa, 
«^ibb«( %lMNnl bttH fa* im«^ Im^ Imit to 
iknik 0' hnreii^ tlw poor y<»tfi^ gi^tko 
aan btfote tke kiidj h^vw-to be Bmrnisd 

»©r 

**VbBnfa bteb iianj caM»«iofa as tikat on 
tlM'Tecdid-^dedbdMa he waa sed^i^^ fe» 
nai^r wfacie it. wotdd be doep^tt aiMl 

«^6od pi^jwP' said Deaoon Btafdift 
^^ M^'ttpisif cre«bil*Mwb6ti left to oiuadkt 
— aye; .teitt'got wlia sskH. ' Vea^uUiee in 

" Weel, aweel, sks^*^ 9sS& Jabots whose 
bafd-fatedcd wid uffltetiltmtol shrewdness 
attBiio&sliiMtiiwt to stait tfae gaoe M^bea 
oAen beat the bbb— ^ Wied, weel, ^e 
«By ibe af tmitaJeit yeC--I11 hei«r b^eve 
tiuttawan woidd lay a pkua to abcKit aa- 
othbr.wi^ birai»giiew Lotd help ye, I was 
tbe keepcar's assattaot do^n at tbe Isle my- 

4 
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seU, ftsd rn ttplMd iM, t^ faiggett ftufn in 
Scotkad i^aMia 'take a gun fime m^ or 
I had vened the stttg» thfoiiqg^ hiii|» 
tlMugh Tm hue no A little feeklAta boily, 
ft ftar tipthing.biit the o^iide o* » sad^ 
dMHt. tire firfe>«iid o' a posehay-'Ba/ ifa« mkf 
livii^ Btaa wad yeatnire eo that, . !'& wa4 
mjr beat bticicakios»; awl they were ftvw- eoft 
Irt Kidccudbrij^ fiiir, iVe been acli^ff 
job after a\..aut if y» iiae Haeikltfflt <M<t 
««iM|r tsnme, latnthiaUiiB I fti«(l4 'gfM9 
Md fliir 017 bftaris. fbd^'^^atad b*: i kfa H dil 



. Ifaroatiov «dK) faiKL aao«ikH^ed bi«% 
gM ««id9ned >d ; tif^ rsMn^.tNiapoMb . : > JOft 
ind MmMm-Caaa&a^ #efce thfo ic i i i rt aB> 
n^ted» \7hethet BsMm had ita aiMi* vnl^ 
)nioir.t&aluiiba|if)]rnuintiag. **Nl>ne," 
4i^ sudy M but as eadinacy bit otidiai (ft 
btt^bybbside" 

««f«^>** and t^ Deacon, taking 6k»» 
iiftrtiy-Chs: button, (£ar,iit:ceiMidtria|;tbis 
intricate sabgeet^ be bad fibrgot Gtealiilfa 
new aeceMion of sA]ik>'^^»this iti^bat 
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dottbtfii* after>^ Mdster Gilberts foidit 
-mM not sae dooms likely that he would go 
down into battle wi^ sic ima' means«f' v ■ 
. OlosBin extricated himself from the Dea* 
con'igAsp, and from the discieBaiM^ tboi]^ 
[Hot with rudeness} for it wds.fais present 
interest to buy golden opinien* from all 
sorts of people. He enquiral the price 
of tea ttnd mgar, and spcdce of providing 
liimsd^ foir the year) he gave Mm Mac^ 
CftndlM^ "directtons to have a bndaraie 
^entertainment i« readiness for a party of 
five friendst whom he intended toimite 
10 dine Wftfa^faim at tibte 66rd<;ai-Arm8 next 
^urday iree^; aid^Utatly^ heg&ve.a half 
^liiwn to Jbck Jabos, whom die ostler bad 
deputed to hold his steed* 

<< Weel" said the Deacon to Mrs Mae- 
Gandfishy as be accepted her oflfer of a 
^lass of bitters at the bar, <* the deiPs no 
fiae iU as he's ca*d. It's pleasant to see a 
gentleman pay the regard to the business 
o* the couniy that Mr Glossin does." 

« Aye, *deed is% Deacon/' aosweredthe 
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landlady ; ** and yet I wonder oar gentry 
leave their ain wark to the like o* him.«» 
But as lang as siller's current^ Deacon, folk 
manna look pwer nicely at what king'^a 
head's on V^ 

*^ I doubt Glossin will prove but shand 
after a', mistress/' said Jabos, as he passed 
through the little lobby beside the bar ; 
y but this ig a gude half-crown ony way/' 
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CHAPTER XII- 

A^flDim that aj^eheodi dentk to be no mort dreadful but ai 
a drunken ileep; careleui reckleii, and fearleat of «hat'a 
pait^ present, or to come ; Inicnifble of moftalityi atd dca* 
perately mortal. 

' Meaturtfor Mtawri* 

G14OSSIN had made careful minutea of 
Ihe information derived from these ex- 
aminations. Tht^ threw little light upon 
the story, so far as he understood its puF- 
port } but the better informfed reader has 
received, through means of this investiga- 
tion, an account of Brown's proceedings, 
between the moment when we left him 
upon his walk to Kippletringan, and the 
time when, stung by jealousy^ he so rash* 
ly and unhappily presented himself before 
Julia Mannering, and well nigh brought 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



to a fatal termiMftioa the t|uacartd which his 
appearance occaaiooed. 

Glossm rode sl0wiy43ack to EfiMigov* 
an, ponderiog op vdiM he had heaid, and 
fnf)re and more convinced that the active 
and 6ucces6ful pposecotiofi iff this mysie* 
lious bttsifless was an opp<Ktttnity a£ in« 
gratiatkig hifeiself irith Haalewood and 
Mannering, to be on do account neglect- 
ed. Perhaps, also, he £At bis professional 
acttteness iiM^eresjfced in bringing it to a suc- 
cessful close* It was, thereSove, with grpat 
pleasure that on his return to his house 
firom Kippletringan, he lieard his servants 
announce hastily, <* tha#>«Mac-Gtt£fag» the 
thief'taker, and tw^ w three cpncurrestfl, 
^ had a man in hands in the kitchen wailing 
for his honour/' . 

He hastily jumped from horseback, and 
hastened into the house. '' Saul my cletk 
*here . directly, ye'U find him copying the 
^survey of the estate in the little green par- 
lour. Set things to rights in my studft 
and wheel .the great. leatt^er chair op to 
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die writiiig-taUe--86t a stool Sx Mr Scrow. 
— Scrow, (to the clerk, as he entered the 
presence-chamber,) hand down Sir George 
Macken^sie on Crimes $ open it at the sec- 
tion Vis Puhlica et Privata^ and fold down 
a leaf at the passage, < anent the bearing 
of unlawM weapons/ Now lend ihe a 
hand off widi tny niuckle cMt, and hang 
it lip in the lobby, and bid them bring 
up the prisoner— I trow I will sort htm 
&e brand, first send up Mac-Guflfog— - 
Now, Mac-Guffog, where did ye find this 
shield?" 

Mac-Giifiqg, « stout bandylegged fel- 
low, with a neckiike a bull, a face like a 
£re-brand, and a most portentous squint of 
the Idft eye, begto, after various contort- 
tions by way of courtesy to the Justice, 
to tell his storyj ekeing it out by sundry 
«ly nods and knowing winks, which ap- 
^Mared to bespeak an intimate correspond^ 
ence of ideas between the narrator and his 
principal auditor. " Your honour sees I 
went dowQ to yon place tl^at your bonouf 
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sipoke 6f, that's kept hy her that your bo- 
noBX kens oi^ by the sea^ side,— So sb^b 
abei what are you wanting here ? ye'U be 
oome.wi' a broom in your pocket irae 
StisM^owan ?— &> sayal, deel a bsoom wilt 
come rfrae there awa% for ye ken, says I, 
his honour £Uiu)gowa9 himseU in former 
times^rr— • . 

^* WoUi well, nQ oocasi^n to be particu* 
ki;^,telLthe essentials." 

," Wed, so we sat niffedng about some 
tirandy that I said I w^nted^ till he came 
in,'* r 

«Wbor 

*« He r* pointing with his thumb invert- 
ed to the kitchen, wherd the prisoner was 
in custody. <^ So he had his griego wrap- 
ped close round hioii and I judged he was 
X»t dry-hatided— so I thought it was best 
to speak. proper, and so be^believed I was 
a Manks man, and I kept aye between; 
him .and her, for fbar ^e had whistled. 
And then we be^n to djrink about, and 
^^ I befctedJie woidd. pot. driiik o^t a^ 
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qoarlem ef Hc^Iqh^ %ii1ioiit dr&wifi^ 
brjeath--aTid tlien he tried it-^and just then 
Siounging Jock and Dick Spu^'em came in, 
and we dkiked tbe daHbies oii him, took 
him quiet as a lamb^^nd now he's bad ius 
bit fileq^ eut, afid ds a^ fFesh v^ a May 
gowaB, to answer what your honour likes 
to speer." This narrative, delivered with 
a wonderful quantity of gesture and (gri- 
mace, received at the conclusion tlie^thatillli 
ind praises which the nariutor expected. 

^'Had he no arms P*^ asked th« J«Ib- 
tice. ^ 

" Aye, aye, they are never without bark- 
ers and slashers/' 
^ Any papers?" 

** This bundle,'^ delivering a dirty pock* 
etbook. 

** Go down stairs, then, Mac-GufiSyg, 
and be in waiting/^ The officer left the 
i^oom. 

The clink of irons was immediately a£! 
terwards beard upon the stak*, and in two 
*r three minutes a man was introducedr 
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hand^euf&d and fettered; He was tlnck, 
brawny, and inusculary and although his 
shagged and.griziit^ hair markei an age 
sosiewhat advanced, c rand fai& stature was 
tsSA^ps low, b^ ^^e»^ neveithelesSy a 
person whom few would have chosen to 
cqpe with in personal x^iMiftiet. His coarse 
and-^avage featmefs were still flushisd^ and 
his ^e dtiil reeled under the influente of 
ibealarong pcHatSdti which had proved the 
imme^ate cause of his seizure* But the 
sleep, though short, which Mac-Gu£^g had 
allowed him, and still more a sense of' the 
peril of his situation, had restored tdhuk 
the full use of his faculties. The worthy 
jii^e^ and «he no leds estimable captive, 
looked ^! each othear steadily foe a long 
time with(M!it speaking. Glossin apparently 
recognised his prisoner, Jmt seemed. at a 
loss how to-ptoc€ied v^itb his investjgatioiu 
At length he broke silettcei^ ^'^ Sbh, Capcl 
tain — this is you ?~you have boeapai^^sban- 
ger on this coast for some y^rSr^ 
VOL. n. I 
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** Stranger ?" replied the other, f* strange 
enough, I tliink-^for hold me der deyvili 
if I been ever here before/' 

« That won't pass, Mr Captain/' 

*« That must pass, Mr Justice— sapjper* 
ment!" 

*^ And who will you be pleased to call 
jouirself, then» for the present," said Glos- 
Bin» ^ just until I shall bring soioe other 
foljcs to refresh your memory^ cosu^ffn' 
ing who you are, or at least who you have 
been?" . 

. *',What bin I ?— donner and blifc?en ! I 
hkn Jans Janson, from Cu^aven— what sail 
lehbin?" 

.'Glossin took from a case which was in 
ihe apartment^ a pair of small pocket pis- 
tols, which he loaded with ostentatious 
care. " Yoa may retire," said he to his 
clerk, ** and carry the people with you, 
Scrowrr-but w^it in the lobby within call/* 
-' /Ihesickfis: vfm^d have offered some re- 
monstrances to his patron on the dan- 
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ger of remaining alone wkh such a despe-^ 
rate character, although iron'd beyond the 
possibility of active exertion^ but Glossin 
waved him off impatiently^ When he had 
leifl the room^ the Justice took two short 
turns through the apartment, then drew 
his chair opposite to the prisoner, so as to 

I confront him fully, placed the pistols be- 
fore him in readiness, and said in a steady 
voice, «* You are Dirk Hatteraick of Plush^ 
ing, are you not ?'* 

The prisoner turned his eye instinctively 
to the door, as if he apprehended some one 
was listening. Glossin rose, opened the 
door, so that from the chair in which his 

I prisoner sate he might satisfy himself 

\ there was no eveVdropper within hesir* 
ing, then shut it, resumed his seat, and 
repeated his question* ** You are Dirk 
Hatteraick, formerly of the Yungfrauw 
Haagenslaapen, are you not ?" 

** Tousand deyvils ! — and if you know 
that, why ask me ?" 

i &<« Because I am surprised to see you in 
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the very last places wliar^ you oughjt tp be> 
if you regard your safety/' 

<' Der deyvil !— no man regM'<fc/his own 
safety that ^peajcs so to me !*' . 

"What? unarmed,, ?ind ia iroqs!— well 
said^, Captain ! But, Capt^n, )>uUying won't 
dp— you'll hardly get put of this cou^fitry 
without accountiiag for a little accident 
that happened at Warroch Point a few 
ye^rs.ago/' 

Hatteraick's looks grew black as mtid^* 
night 

" For my part," continued Giossin, " I 
have no particular wish to be hard upon an 
old acquaintance— but I must do my, duty 
~I shall send you off to Edinburgh ip a 
post-chaise and four this very day." 

" Poz donner ! you would not do that— 
why you had the matter of half a cargo, in 
l>ill9 on Vanbeest and Vanbruggeui" 

** It is so long since^ Captain Haiteraick^ 
that I really forget how I was recompensed 
for my trouble." 

" Your trouble ? — your silence, you 



mean." 
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" It was an aSBiir in the coirfse of busi- 
ness— and I have retired from foai^ness for 
sometime.** 

^* Aye, but I have a notion that I could 
make you go steady aboat, and fry the old 
course again. Why, man,'h6kl me der 
deyvil, but I meaiit to visit you, and tell 
you something that conoerns you." 

** Of the boy ?'* said Giossin eagerly. 

" Yaw, Mynheer." 

*^ He does not live, do6s he r 

*< As lifelidi as you or !♦" 

« Good God !~But in India ?' 

•^ No, tousand deyvils, here ! ou this dir- 
ty coast of yours.*' 

" But, Hatteraick, lhis-.ithal is ifit be 
true, ^/rfrich I do not believe,— this mVi ruin 
us both, for he Kjannot but remember your 
neat job; and for me — ^it will be prodiifc- 
tive of the worst consequences ! It will ruin, 
us bolii, I tell you." 

** I tell you it will iruin none but you— 
ibr 1 am ^one up already, and if I <itiust 
strap for it, ^all stall 4>ut." 
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<< Zounds, what brought you back to 
this coast like a madman ?'' 

« Why, all the gelt was gone, and the 
house was shaking, and I thought the job 
was clayed over/' , 

" Stay, what can be done ?— I -dare not 
discharge you— but might you not be res- 
cued in the way ?— aye surca word to Lieu* 
tenant Brown,--*and I would send the peo- 
ple with you by the coast road," 

^* No, no ! that won^t do-^Brown's dead 
— shot— laid in the locker, man— the devil 
has the picking ofjhim.'* 

•♦ Dead ?— shot ?— at Wopdboume, I sup* 
poseT* 

«< Yaw, Mynheer/* 

Glossin paused— the sweat broke upon 
his brow with the agony of his feelings, 
while the hard-featured miscreant who 
sat opposite, coolly rolled his tobacco in 
his cheek, and squirted the juice into the 
fire-grate. *• It would be ruin," said Glos- 
sin to himself, << absolute ruin, if the heir 
should re-appear— and then what might 
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be the consequence of conniving with 
these men ?— yet there is so little time to*, 
take measures— Hark you, Hatteraick ; I 
can't set you at liberty— but I can put you 
where you may set yourself .at liberty— I 
always like to assist an old friend. I shall 
Qonfine you in the old castle for to-night^, 
and give these people double allowance « 
of grog. Mac*Gufibg will fall in the trap 
in which he caught you. The stancheons 
on the window of the strong room, as they 
call it, are wasted to pieces, and it. is Qot 
above twelve feet from the level of the . 
ground without, and the snow lies thick." 

<* But the darbies," said liatteraick^ 
looking upon his fetters. 

** Hark ye," s^id Glossin, going tp a tocrf 
chest, and taking out a small file, *' thefe's 
a friend for you, and you know the road to 
the sea by the stairs.'' Hatteraick shook 
his chains in ecstacy, ,as if he were al- 
ready at liberty, and strove to extend his 
fettered hand towards his protector. Glos*. 
mx laid hi^ ftiger upon his lips with a cau-^ 
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tious glance at &e door, aad then prodeed- 
ed in his inetmctxosuu ^^ When you es- 
cape, you had better go to the Kaim 4)f 
Derpeleugh." 

^ Donner ! ithat hofwff is Wowfi." 

« The devil !--weH then, yon may steal 
my skiff that lies mi the beach there, a&d 
stway. Bat you must raiiam snug at the 
Fointof Warroch till I come to see you*'* 
• *The Point of Warrochr said Hat- 
teraick, his countenance again falling, 
« What, in the cave I suppose ?~I would 
neither it were any^where el8e;'^es spuckt 
da J. — ^they say for certain that he walksM^ 
But, donner and bliteen ! I never shunned 
him alive, and I won*t shun him dead— 
Str^yfe mich helle! it shall neve^ be said 
Dirk Hatteraick feared either 4c^ or devil ! 
So I am to wait there till I see you V 

" Aye, aye," answered Glossin, " and 
now I must call in the men." 

« I can make nothing of Captain Jan- 
son, as he csdls himself, Mac-Gufbg, and 
it'^s now too late to bundle him off to the 
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€€fmtj jail. Is there not ai strong room up 
yonder in the old castle ?*' 

*^ Aye is there, sir ; my imcle, the con- 
stable, ance kept a man there for three 
day^ in anld Ellangowan's time. But there 
was an unco dust about it— ft was tried in 
the inner house afore the feifteen.'* 

*< I know all that, but this person will 
not stay there very long— it's only a make-e 
shift for a night. There is a »m all room 
through whieh it opens, you may light a 
fire for yonrsdves there, and 1*11 send you 
f^enty of stuff to make ycu comfortable. 
But be sure you look the door upon the 
prisoner } and, hark ye, let him have a fire 
m the strong room too, the season requirea 
it. Pcdiaps hell make a dean breast to^ 
morrow." 

, With these instructiotis> and witti a large 
attowance df food and liquor, the Justice 
dismissed his party to keep guard for the^ 
night in •the old ^asde, under thefull hope 
and belief that they would neither :^end. 
tbenigiit in watohiog nor prayer. 
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There was little ftar that Glosoin hiin-> 
self should that night sleep over-sound. 
Ui9 situation was perilous in thcf extreme, 
for the schemes of a life of villainy seem- 
ed at once to be crumbling around and 
above him. He laid himself to rest, and 
tossed upon his pillow for a long time in 
vain. At length he fell asleep^ but it was 
only to dream of his patron,~.now, as he 
had last seen him» with the paleness of 
deaih upon hts features, then again trans- 
formed into all the vigour and comeliness 
of youth, approaching to expel him from 
the mansion->hoaae of bis fathers^ Then 
he dreamed, that after wandering long 
over a wild heath, he came at length to 
an inn, from which sounded the voice of 
revelry, and that when he entered, the 
first person he met was Frank Kennedy, 
all smashed and gory, as he had lain on 
the beach at Warroch Point, but with a 
reeking punch-bowl in his hand. Then 
the scene changed to a dungeon, where 
he heard Dirk Hatteraick, whom he ima« 
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gined to be Under sentence of d'eatH, con- 
fessmg his crimes to a clergyman.— " After 
the bloody deed was done/' said the -pem* 
lent, " we retreated into a cave close be* 
fiide, the secret of which was known but to 
one man in the country ; we were det>a* 
ting what to do with the childi and we 
thought of giving it up to the gypsies, 
D^hen we heard the cries of the i^ursuers 
hallooing to each other. One man alone* 
came straight to our cave, and it was that 
man who knew the secret^but we made 
him our friend at the expence of half the 
value of the goods saved* fiy his advice 
we carried off the child to Holland in our 
consort, which came the following night 
to take us from the coast. That man 
^as" 

" No, I deny it !>-it wsus not J/* sai<r 
Glossin ; and, struggling in his agony to 
express his denial more distinctly, he 
awoke. 

It was, however, conscience, that had 
prepared this mental phantasmagoria* The 
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truth iwfais that, knowing much better than 
any other fei^B&a the baiuits of the souigi- 
glers, he had, while the others were search- 
ing in diftirent directions, gone stnught 
to the cave, even before he had learned 
the murder of Kennedy, whom he expect* 
ed to find thdir prisoner. He came iqxm 
them wiUi some idea of mediatien, but 
found them in the midst of their guilly 
terrors, while the tage, which had hunied 
them on to murder, began, with all but 
Hatteraiek, to^imk into remorse and fear. 
Glossin was th^i indigent and greatly in 
debt, but he was already possessed of Mr 
Bertram's ear, and, aware of the facility of 
his disposition, he saw no difficulty in esh 
tiching himself at his expenc^ provided 
the heir male were removed, in which case 
the estate became the unlimited property 
of the weak and prodigal father. Stimu- 
lated by pre3entgain, and the pnospect of 
contingent advantage, he accepted the 
bribe which the smugglers offered in their 
terror, and coimtved iU or rather eooour 
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ragedf thdr intention of candying away the 
child of bis benefactor^ wbo^ if left behind, 
was old. enough to have described the scene 
of Hood which he had .witnessed. The 
only palliative which the ii^nuity of Glos-* 
nn could offer to his conscience was, that 
tiie' temptation was great, and came snd* 
^nly upon him^ embracing^ as it were, the 
very advantages upon whidi his mind had 
so long rested, and prondsing to relieve 
him from distresses which must have other* 
wise speedily overwhelm^ him. Besides, 
he endeavoured to think that self-{nreser- 
vation rendered his conduct necessary. He 
was, in some degree, in Uie power of the 
robbers, and pleaded hard with his con^ 
science, <hat, had he decUbed their c^rs^ 
the as»stance which he could have called 
fi>^, though not distant, might not have ar« 
lived in time to save him from men, who, 
on less pro^iKicatioo^ had just committed 
mnrder. 

' Galled with the -anxions forebodings of 
a^^uilly c^nsdeace^ Giossin npw aros^. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20$ GUY MANNSRINt?. 

and looked out upon the night. The scene, 
which we have ahready described in the be- 
ginning of our first volum?, was now co- 
vered with snow, and the brilliant, though 
waste, whiteness of the land, gave to the 
SM by contrast a dark and livid tinge. A 
landscape covered with snow, though ab- 
stractedly it may be called beautifiil, has, 
both from the association of cold and bar- 
renness, and from its comparative infre- 
quency, a wild, strange, and desolate ap- 
pearance. . Objects, well known to us in 
their common state, have either disappear* 
ed, or are so strangely varied and disguised, 
that we seem gazing on an unknown world. 
&it it was not with such reflections, that 
the mind of this bad man was ocpupied. 
His eye was upon the gigantic and gloomy 
outlines of the old castle, where, in a flank- 
ing tower of enormous size and thickness^ 
glimmered two lights, one from the win« 
dow of the strong room, where Hatteraick 
was confined, the other from that of the 
adjacent apartment, oqcupied by his keep*- 

S 
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ers; V Has he made his escape, or will be 
be able to do so ?— Have these men watch* 
ed, who never watched before, in order to 
complete my ruin ?— If morning finds him 
there» he must be committed to prison ; 
Mac-Morlan or some other person will take 
the mattier up— he will be detected— con- 
victed—and will tell all in revenge !*' 

While these racking thoughts glided ra- 
pidly through Glossin's mind» he observed 
one of tl>e lights, obscured^ as by an c^ake 
body placed at the window. What a mo* 
ment of interest !— " He has got clear of his 
irons !— he is working at the stancheons of 
the window— they are surely quite decay- 
ed, they must give way— O God ! they have 
fallen outward, I heard them clink among 
the stones !— the noise cannot fail to wake 
them— furies seize his Dutch awkward- 
ness !— The light burns free again— they 
have torn him from the window, and are 
binding him in the room!— No! he had 
only retired aYi instant on the alarm of the 
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ftUing Ws~lie 4s at tbeivindo^ agaior- 
the light 19 qw^ obsctired xiow^lie is get^ 
ting out!"*- — 

A heavy soimd, as of a body dropped 
$:oin a height among the snow, announced 
that Hatteraick had completed his escape, 
and shortly after Glossin beheld a dark 
figure, like a shadow, steal along the whi- 
tened beach, and reach the spot where the 
akifflay* New cause for fear ! " His single 
srtfength'v«^l be unable to float her/^ said 
Glossiu to himself ; -** I must go to the ras^ 
eal*s assistance.— But no ! he has. got her 0S9 
jmd now, thapk God, her sail is spreading 
kself against the moon—aye, he has got 
i^e breeze now— would to heaven it were 
a tempest^ ta sink him to the bottom !**— 
After this last cordial wish, he continued 
watching the progress of the boat as it 
stood -away towards the Point of Warroch, 
until, he could no longer distinguish the 
dusky sail from the gloomy waves over 
which it glided. SatisjSed then that the 
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immediate danger was averted, he retired 
with somewhat mofe composure to his 
guilty piUow. 
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CHAPTER XilL 

y/hj dott not oomfoit me, and help m« out^ 
JProm thif unhallowed and blood-stain'd bole f 

Titut Andronieui^ 

On the next morning, great was the 
alarm and confusion of the officers, when 
they discovered the escape of their pri- 
soner. Mac-6uffog appeared before Glos- 
sin with a head perturbed with brandy 
and fear, and incurred a most severe re- 
primand for neglect of duty. The resentr 
ment of the Justice appeared only to be 
suspended 1^ his anxiety to recover pos- 
session of the prisoner, and the thief-ta- 
kers, glad to escape from his awful and 
incensed presence, were sent off in every 
direction (except the right one) to reco- 
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ver their prisoner, if possible. Glosdn par- 
ticularly recommended a careful search 
at the Kaim of Deracleugh^ which was 
occasionally occupied under night by va- 
grants of difierent descriptions. Having 
thus dispersed his myrmidons in various 
directions, he himself hastened by devi-' 
OU9 paths through the Wood of Warroch, 
to his appointed interview with Hatteraick» 
from whom he hoped to learn,. at more 
leisure than last night's conference admit* 
ted, the circumstances attending the return 
of the heir of Ellangowan tQ bis;.ni&tiy0 
.country. ' ' 

With mancevres likis those of a fox when 
he doubles to avoid the pack, Gloasiii 
strove to approach the place of appoint^* 
ment m a manner which should leave no 
distinct track of his course.: " Would to 
Heaven it would snow," sq|^/he, look- 
ing upward, " and hide these foot-print3« 
Should one of the officers light upon themV 
he would run the scient up like a blood- 
hound, and surprise us. I must get dawn 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



' S 1 2 GUV M ANKSRING. 

Hpon &e sea-beabh, and contrive to creq> 
along beneath the rocks.'* 

And/ accordingly, he descended irom 
the clif& with ^some difficulty, and scram- 
bled along between the rocks and thJb ad- 
vancing tide, now looking up to see if 
his motions were watched from the rodoi 
above him ; now casting a jealous glance 
to mark if any boat appeared upon the sea, 
from which his course might be discover- 
ed. 

• But ^ven the feelings of selfish appre- 
hension were^ for a time superseded, as 
Glossin passed the spot where Kenned3^s 
body had been found. It was marked by 
the &2Lgm&nt of rock which had been pre^ 
cii)itated from the cliff above, either with 
the body or after it. The mass was now 
encru{)ted with small shell-fish, and tas- 
selled with tilngle and sea-weed ; but still 
its shape and substance were different from 
those of the other rocks which lay scat- 
tered around. His voluntary walks, it will 
readily be believed, had never led to this 
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Spot ;: BO that finding himself now. th&t^ 
for thQ first, time Wlei: the ten:ible cata^ 
strophe, the scene at.onqe recurred to hi$ 
]BiQ4 with all ito ftci^nq^ax^iQQnts^orhLOr^ 
ror. He c^iugm^Qmd^ how,, lil^e a gvilty 
thing, gliding ir<w the neighboari^g/pjace 
of concealinent, he had Qiingled wit^^eagerr 
pess, yet with caution, among: the terrified 
group who sui^unded the corpse, dr^ding 
lest my one i^hoqld ask from whoflce h^ 
came. He r^memberod, tpp, with .what 
conscious fear h^ had avoided gazing upp9 
th^t. ghastly spectacle* The wild scream 
of his patron, " My. bairn ! my bairn !*f 
agMP rang in his ears. '* Good God !"; h^ 
excUimedf " and is all I have gfuned worth 
th^ agony of that momenta ^nd the thou^- 
sand anxious fears and horrors which have 
since embittered n^r Itfe! — O how I wish 
that I lay wb«re that wretched; maalies^ 
and that he stood here in life and health l^ 
but these regrets are all too lat^.^' 

Stifling, therefore, hb feelir^s, he crepj^ 
Ibiward to tibe cave^ which wm so near the 
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Spot where the body was found, that the 
smugglers might have heard from their 
htding-place the various conjectures of the 
by-standers concerning the &te <rf their vic- 
tim. But nothing could be more complete- 
ly concealed than the entrance to their 
asylum. The opening, not larger than that 
of a fox-earth, lay in the face of the cliff 
directly behind a large black rock, or rather 
upright stone, which served at once to con- 
ceal itfrom sti^atigeris, and as a mark to point 
out its situation to those who used it as a 
place of retreat The spacfe between the 
stone and the cliff was exceedingly narrow, 
and being heelped with sand and other rub- 
bish, the most minute search would not 
have discovered the mouth of the cavern, 
without removing those substances which 
the tkle had heiaped before it. For the 
pufpose/ of farther concealment, it was 
ttsual with the contraband traders who used 
this hauntyikfter they had entered, to stuff 
the mouth with withered sea-weed, loosely 
piled toother as if drifted there by the 
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waves. Dirk Hatteraick had not forgotten 
this precaution. 

Glossin, though a bold and hardy man» 
fdt bis heart throb, and his knees knbck 
together^ when he prepared to. enter this 
den of secret iniquity, in order to hold 
conference with a felon, whom he justly 
accounted one of the most desperate and 
depraved of men. ** But he has no inte* 
rest to injure m^,^ was his consolatory re- 
flection^ He examined his pocket-pistoH 
however, before removing the weeds and 
entering the cavern, which he did upon 
hands and knees^ The passage, which at 
first was low and narrow, jiist i^mitiing 
entrance to a man in a creeping posture, 
expanded after ,a few yards ^into a high 
arched vault of considerable width. The 
bottom, ascending gradually, was covered 
with the pudest sand.' Ere Glossinhad 
got upon his feet, the hoarse yet suppressr 
ed vcnce of Hatteraick growled through 
the xecesses of the cave. 

^« iiagel.and doiiner l-*be'at du V\ 
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" Ar€! J011 hi Ibe daaiii?'^ 

** Dark i der deyvil ! ayi^;,,t¥b»e should 
I have a glim?'' 

"I have, bforughi light ;'' and C^lossm 
accordingly produced c^; 1;inder-]^% ^^uid 
lighted a small lantbo9Pn« . j 

«< You must kindle .some fire teio^ for 
liold mich der deyvi),. Ich \m fipoiz ge- 
frorne!**— i- : , • . ; . j ' 

<< It IS a. co^d p}ace^tarbj&:filiire^':' ^aid 
Qlossin, ^beci^ togetbec soipe d^aye^ 
staves of barr^s and psMe%of wood? which 
had iperhapf^ Iftin in tbe jQaveFn.siBceiDirk 
Hatteraick wa£^ th^e l^t<, 

« QJd ? sfiiow^waAser; andv hagel i'-4 it^ 
perdition*— L cQi:dd only: keepf myself, afcwt 
by rai»Uing up anddowsi thisidr-dn^mlt^ 
and thinking about the jneny.* routes we 
have had i&;it/' . 

The fl^e now be^an. to blare' sprigbt^ 
]y^ and H»tteisdk&k> hung his bronzed :vh 
slige» ayd; ^btpanded his. hatd and .sinewy 
hands over it, with. an:> aridity ^resemhiinj^ 
that of faituQ^ tk> which food, is e^p6ded% 
8 
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The light shewed his stavage khd stem fta« 
turest ikBd thetiisioke^^which in bis agoh^ 
of cold he seemed to endiu-e almost to snf? 
focation, rfter circling round his Jhead, rose 
to the dim. and rugged rooTof the cave, 
through which it escaped by some secret 
rents or clefts in the rock ; the same doubt- 
less that affi>rded air to the cavern when 
the tide was in, at which time the aperture 
to- the sea was filled with water. 

^ And now I have brought you some 
breakfast," said Glossin^ producing some 
cold meat and a-flask of spirits. The latter 
Hatteraick eagerly seized upon, and applied 
to his mouth ; and, after a hearty draughty 
he exclaimed with great rapture, «< Das 
schnaccktl— That is good— that warms the 
liver !'* *nien broke into the fragment of a 
High-Dutcb aong, 

** Saaffen bier, und "brante- wem, 
* ^ ' Schmeissen alle die fenstem ein { 
' Ich beniiederlich, 
'Dul>ifltliederlicb| 
. 'Sindwirmcblliederlichletttoli.'' 

vol.* n« K 

• Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SIS G4nr ]iANNtt»Ow 

" <« Wdl said, my hearty Cs^tain t^ aiei 
Ghaemf endeavamiAg to catch the tone of 
revehy,— 

^ Gin by pulfuki wine in riven, 
' Dash the window-glass to shivers ! 

For three wild lads were we, brave boys. 
And three wild lads were we ; 
Thoa on the lBnd» and I on the sand. 
And Jack 4ki the gallows-tree P'«- 

« That's it, my bully-boy! Why, youVe 
fclive again now t— And now let us talk 
itbout our business." 

«« your business, if you please,^ said Hat- 
teraick; <* hagel and donner limine was 
done when I got out of the bilboes.*^ 

« Have patience, my good friend;'— Fll 
bonvince you our interests are just the 
#ame.'* 

Hatteraick gave a short dry cough, and 
Glossin after a pause proceeded. 

" How came you to let the boy escape ?** 

<< Why, fluch and blitzen! he was no 
charge of mine. Lie\itenant Brown gave 
him fo his. cousin that*a in the Middle^ 
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lAirgbliaiif^^f A^anbeegtsuad Vanbniggeiiy 
ftad told him 8€^e;goose'8 gazette about 
Jiiabeing taken in a skirmish with the landr 
4dittrk^^« gare him for a foot-boy. Me 
Jet twQ escape? the bastard kinchui should 
have walked the plank ere I troubled myf 
self about him." _ 

^ WeUy and was he bred a foot-boj 
Acnr 

r <« Nein, nein ; the kinchin got about the 
dUL -manfs heart» and he gave him his own 
MUBe» and bred him up In the office, and 
ilien.tsenthim to |ndiar-I beHeve he would 
la^e packed him back li^re, but his ne* 
phew told hiin it would do up the free 
trade for masiy a day, if the youngster got 
backtaScotUnd.*' 

<< Do you think he knows much of his 
OWHOfi^OftW^?'* ' 

,. ^* Deyvil:! )i<>W .should I tdl what he 
knows. now? BiU; he remembered some* 
l^h^ (^ it Jtodigd^ When he was but ten * 
years old^ he perBuade4 another Satan's 
Ittsbtef an £i^^ bastard likp hiinself to 
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steal niy lugger's lthftnMM>Mi^hii£'4d 
you call it^to retufn t6 lua oounl^, aa he 
tailed it~fire him ! Befi»e we could over- 
take t&em, they had the skilFilut gf chan- 
nel as far as the Deurloo^the boat im^hl 
have been lost.'^ 

<< I wish to Heaven she had-^^th him 
in her r 

*« Why, I was so angry myself, that, sap^ 
permenti I did give him a tip over 'the 
side— but split him— the comical little de- 
vil swam like a duck ; so I made him swim 
astern for a mile to teach him manners, and 
then took him in when he was sinking; By 
the knocking Nicholas ! hell plague youi 
now he's come over the herring poiid ! 
When he was so high, he had the spirit of 
thunder and lightning.*' 

<< How did he get back from India ?'* 

^* Why, how should T know ^— the house 
there was done up, and that gave us a 
shake at Middlebjirgh, I think~so th^ 
sent me again to see what could be done 
among my old acquaihtancea here^for we 
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field old stories were done away and forgot* 
teo^ So I had got a pretty trade on^ foot 
within the last tw6 trips.; but that stupid 
houndsfoot schelm, Brown, has, knocked it 
on the head again> I suppose,, with getting 
himself shot hy^ the colonelunanJ' 
. ^^ Why. were yoa not with them ?" 
r ** Why^, you see,, sappennent I 1 fear no- 
thing^but k was too far within land> and 
1 might have been scented." 
: ** True* But to return to this youngs 
ster*^_^ 

" Aye, aye, donner and Witzenl A^*^ 
your.afl&ir/' . 

" ~HLow do you really knpw that he is 
in this country ?" 

. ^* ^y^ Gabriel saw him up among the 
hills.'' . . 

*« Gabriel? who is he?** 

« A fellow from the gypsies, that, about 
eighteen years since,^ was pressed on board 
thait d— d fellow Pritchard's sloop of war— 
Xt was he came off and gave us warning 
that the Shark was coming round upon us 
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tHe day Kennedy was done ; and he io)4 
ns how Kennedy had given the informa-^ 
tion. The gypsies and Kennedy had scrnie 
quarrel besides. He went to the ifeast In-^ 
dies in the same ship with your yoanker, 
and, sapperment ! knew him well, though 
the other did not remember him. Gab kept 
out of his eye though, as he had served the 
States against England, and was a deserter 
to boot } and he sent us word directly, that 
we might know of his being bere^though 
it does not concern us a rope's endii" 
' ** So he really is in this country then, 
Hatteraick, between friend and friend f* : 
' " Wetter and donner, yaw ! What do 
you take me for ?" 

' ** A bloodthirsty, fearless miscreant !*' 
thought Glossin internally, but said aloud, 
*« And which of your people was it that 
iJhbt young Hazlewbod ?" 
' «* Sturm wetter 1 do you think we were 
mad ?— none of us, man— Gott ! the coun- 
try was too hot for the trade already with 
that d d frolic of Brown/^ 
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c r^* Why, I am told it w^ B«>Wn ahdf 
Hazlewood ?*' : - : 

".Not our Ueutenaot, I promi^ yoii ; for 
%e yfi^ldid six feet def|> at Demcleugh the 
day before the thiilg happened. TaUisesd 
deyvils,: man 1 do you think that he oould 
xise out of the earth to shoot another man 11 
^ A light here began to break upon Glost 
sin's confusion of ideas. " Did you not say 
that the younker, as yoii call himt goes by 
the name of Brown ?" 

" Of Brown ? yaw— Vanbeest Brown ; old 
liTanbeest Brown of our Vanbeest and Van* 
bruggen gave him his own name— he did»^' 

" Theft/' said Glossin, rubbing his hands, 
'^ it is he, by Heaven, who has committed 
this crime !" 

« And what have we to do with that ?'* 
answered Hatteraick. 

Glossin paused, and, fertile in expedients, 
hastily ran over his project in his own mind, 
and then drew near the smugjgler with a 
confidential air. « You know, my deaf 
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HiKtt^raicki it is our principal bittoness to 
get ri(Kpf this young man V* 

*< Umh V^ answered Dirk Hatteraick. 

•* Not,'* continued Glossin— " not that I 
ivould wish, any personal harm to him-if-. 
if~if we can do without Now, he is liable^ 
to be seized upon by justice, both as bear^^ 
ing the same name with your lieutenant, 
who was engaged in that afiair at Wood- 
bourne^ and for firing, at young H^lewood 
with intent to kill or wound/* ^ 

<* .Eye^ eye— but what good will that do 
you ? he'll be loose again so soon as he shews 
himself to carry other colours/' 

^' True, my dear Dirk, well noticed, my 
friend Hatteraick ! Put there is ground 
enough for a temporary imprisonment jtiU 
he fetch his proofs from England or else- 
where, my good friend. I understand the 
law. Captain Hatteraick, and I'll take it 
upon me, simple Gilbert Glossin of EUan* 
gowan, justice of peace for the county of 
^9 to refuse his bail, if )ie should offer 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GUY MANNERING^ ^ SAS 

tbe best in the country, until he is brought 
up for a second examination— now whete 
d'ye think III incarcerate him ?" 

•• Hagel and wetter ! what do I care ?'^ 
«< Stay, my friend— you do care a great 
deal. Do you know your goods, that were 
seized and carried to Woodbourne, are 
mow lying in the custom-hoiise at Fortan* 
ferry? (a small fishing-town)r-^Now I will 
commit this younker**— 

•♦ When you have caught him ?" 
^* Aye, aye, when I have caught him, 
I shall not be long about that^Iwill 
commit him to the Workhouse, or Bride- 
well,, which you know is beside the Cusr 
,tomrhouse%'' 

** Yaw, the Rasp-house } Iknow it very 
weU/*^ 

<^ I will take care that the redrcoats are 
dispersed through, the country ; you land 
at night with the crew of your lugger, re- 
ceive your own goodsji and carry the youn- 
kei; Brown with, you back to Flushing. 
Woa'tthatdo?*' 
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<< Ayc^ or— to America ?** 

" Aye, aye, my friend/' 

«« Or— to Jericho T 

«« Bsha ! Wherever you have a mind/* 

*• Aye, or— pitch him overboard ?' 

" Nay, I advise no violence.** 

** Nein, nein— you leave that to me. 
Sturm wetter ! I know you of old. But 
hark ye, what am I, Dirk Hattendck, to 
be the better of this?** 

^ Why, is it not your interest as well as 
mine ?— besides I set you free this morn- 
ing.** 

^* Vou set me free !— Donner and dey- 
vil ! I set myself free. Besides it was all 
in the way of your profession, and happen- 
ed a long time ago, ha, ha^ ha !'* 

** Pshaw ! pshaw ! don*t let us jest ; I 
am not against making a handsome com- 
pliment'^-but it*s your affiur as weU as 
mine.** 

*< What do you talk of m/ afiair ? is it 
not you that keep the younker*s whole es- 
tate from him ? Dirk Hatteraick never 
♦ouched a stiver of his rents.'* 
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' ^ fiusb— hush—I tell you it shall be a 
joint bu»ness." 

« Why, will ye give me half the kitt ?*^ 

*^ What, half the estate ?-^'ye mean 
we should set up house together at Elian* 
gowan, and take the barony, ridge about ?" 

« Sturm wetter, no ! but you might give 
me half the value— half the gelU Live 
with you ? nein_I would have a lust-haus 
of mine own on the Middleburgh dyke» 
and a blumen-garten like a burgo-mas- 
ter's." 

<* Aye, and a wooden lion at the door, 
and a painted centlnel in the garden, with 
a pipe in his mouth !— But hark ye, Hatte^ 
ndck i what will all the tulips, and flower- 
gardens, and pleasure-houses in the Nether- 
lands do for you, if you are hanged herein 
Scotkndr 

Hatteraick*s countenance fell. ^« Der 
deyvil ! hanged ?** 

" Aye, hanged ! mein heer Captain.— 
The devil can scarce save Dirk Hatteraick 
from being hanged for a murderer and kid- 
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l^apper, if thejrounker of EUangawansboald 
settle in this country, and if ihe gaHant 
Captain chances to be caught here re-esta« 
blishing his fair trade ! And I won't say, 
but as peace is now so much talked of, then: 
High Mightinesses may not hand him over 
to oblige their new allies, even if he remain- 
ed in f^derJand.** 

<< Poz hagel biitzen and donn^sr i I-^I 
doubt you say true/' 

" Not,'* said Glossin, perceiving he had 
made the desired impression, ^^ not that I 
am against being civil ;" and he slid into 
Hatteraick's passive hand a banH*note of 
some value* 

" Is this all ?*' said the smuggler ; " you 
had the price of half a cargo for winking 
at our job, and made us do your business 
too." 

" But,, toy good friend, you forget— in 
this case you will recover all your own 
" goods." 

<^ Aye, at the risk of all our own necks^ 
we could do that without you/' 
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<< I doubt that, Gaptaia l^tterak^, be* 
cause ypu^ would, probably find a dp;;£^n redr 
coats at the custom-rhouse. Come, comei 
I will be as liberal as I can» but you should 
have a coBscieace.*^ , 

*^ Now strafe micb der deyfel !~thitf pro* 
, vokes: me more Ihan all the rest !— Yoii rob 
and you murder, and you want me to^rob 
and murder, and play the silver-cooper, or 
kidnapper, as you call it, a dozen times 
over, and then, hagel and wind-sturm ! you 
speak to me of conscience !— Can you think 
of no fairer way of getting rid of this un- 
lucky lad ^ 

^ No, mein heer ; but as I commit him 
to your charge" 

^* To tntf, charge — to the charge of steel 
and gunpowder ! and— well, if it must be, 
it must— but you have a good guess what's 
Jike to come of it/* 

<* O, my dear friend* I trust no degree 
of severity will be necessary/' 

«* Severity !" said the ftUow, with a kind 
of groan, <* I wish you had had my dreams 
when I first came to this doe-^hole, and 
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tried to steep among the dry sea-weed.— 
First there was that d--d fellow there with 
his broken back, iq[>rawling as he did when 
I hurled the rock over a-top on un— ha, ha ! 
you would have sworn he was lying on 
liie floor where you stand, wriggling like a 
crushed frog j— and then** 

^* Nay, my friend, what sigmfies going 
over this nonsense?— if you are turned 
chicken-hearted, why the game's up, that's 
all— the game's up with us both.** 

" Chicken-hearted ?— No. I have not 
4ived so long upon the account to start at 
last, neither for deyvil nor Dutchman.'^ 

** Well, then, take ianother schnaps— the 
cold's at your heart stili.— And now tell 
me, are any of your old crew with you ?" 

" Nein— all dead, hanged, drowned, and 
damned. Brown was the last^all dead but 
Gjrpsey Gab, and he would go off thfe comi- 
try foJr a spill of money— or he*ll be quiet 
for his own sake--or old Meg, his aunt, will 
keep him qiiiet for her's/^ 

•* Which Meg?'* 
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*« Mseg Merrffies, the old devil's limb of 
a gypsey witch." 

<' Is she stiU alive r 

" Yaw/* 

«* And in this country ?•• 

<^ And in this country. She was at the 
Kaim of Demcleugh, at Vanbeest Brown's 
last wake, as they call it, the other night, 
with two of my people, and some of her 
own blasted gypsies.** 

<< That^s another breaker a-head, Cap« 
tain ! Will she not squeak, think ye ?** 

•* Not she— she won't start— she swore 
by the salmon, if we did the kinchin no 
harm, she would never tell how the ganger 
got it. Why, man, though I gave her a 
wipe with my hanger in the heat of the 
matter, and cut her arm, and though she 
was so long after in trouble about it up at 
your borough-town there, der day vil I old 
Meg was as true as steel/* 

«« Why, that's true as you say. And yet 
if she could be carried over to Zealand, or 
Hamburgh, or, or — ^ — any where else, you 
know, — it were as well.** 
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Hatiieraxck JKi^p^ upright upon his 
feet, and looked at Glossin from liead ta 
heel. — *' I don't see^ the goat^s foot^** he 
said, " and yet he must be the very deyvii ! 
~6ut Meg M errilies is closer yet with the 
Kobold than you are*-aye, and I had ne* 
ver 8udi weather as afler having drawn hec 
blood.--NeiD, nein— I'll meddle with her 
QO more— she's a witch of the fiend— a real 
deyvil's-kind— but that's, her affair. Don* 
ner and wetter ! FU neither make nor med- 
dle—that's her work. But for the rest- 
why, if I thought the trade would not suf- 
fer, I would soon rid you of the younker, 
if you send m? word when hjg's under em* 
bargo." 

In brief ami under tones the two^ worthy 
associates cancer ted their enterprise, and 
agreed, at which of his^ haunts Hatteraick 
should be heard of. The stay of his lugger 
on the coast was not difficult, as there were 
no king's vessels there at the time» 
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CHAPTER xm 

You «e one of thote Aal win not Mnre CM if Oe deia Mb 
jou«-*Becaii8e we come to da you serwco^yoo. think w8«r» 
ruflBwiSi 

Whbn Glossin returned bome^ he founds 
among othier letters and papers sent to 
him, one Of considerable importance. It 
was signed by Mr Protocol> an attorney in 
Edinburgh, and, addressing him as the 
agent for Godfr^ Bertram, Esq. late of 
EUangowan^ and his representatives, Mt 
quainted him with the sudden death of Misi 
Margaret Bertram of Singleside, requests 
ing him ta inform his elients thereof^ in 
case they should judge it proper to have 
any person presenft for their interest at 
opening the repositories of the deceased* 
Mr Glossii) perceived at once tiiat t^he let- 

9 
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ter*vriter was unacquainted with the breach 
which had taken place between him and 
his late patron. The estate of the deceased 
lady should by rights, as he well knew, de- 
scend to Lucy Bertean^ ; butat was a thou- 
sand to one that the caprice of the old lady 
Might have ahefed its dertinatioik A&er 
^running over contingencies and probabiM- 
ties in his fertile mind, to ascertatii what 
sort of personal advantage might accrue to 
Jfim fioni Ihiac ihcklent; he coiild^iiot^er. 
eeiite any iiK>de of arailing himself of it^ 
except ia so far as it might go toiasaist his 
plaii of Irecovering^ or rather crating, a 
ehanK!ter^ the want of which he had al« 
'toady fexpeaeoced, and was likely to fed 
yet more deeply. ^< I must place myself,^' 
he thought, <* on stnmg ground, that, if 
anything goes wrong with Dirk Hatteraick's 
project, I may have prepossessions in my 
&vour At l^ast.'^— Besides, to do Glossin 
justice, bad as he was, he might feel some 
desire to compensate to Misa Bertram in a 
mall degree, and in a case in \^ch his 
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e'mi interest Sd not interfere widi hers$ 
the infinite mischief which he had occai 
sioned to her family. He ^therefore resol- 
ved early the next morning to rMe over to 
Woodbourne. 

it was not without hesitajbion tbat he 
took this step, having the natiBsd reltie- 
tance to &ce Colonel Manaering^ whieh; 
fraud and villainy have to ehcoiui^;et Lm 
nour and probity. Bathe had great cbn^^ 
fidence in hk own sf avoir faire. His t»t 
lents were naturally acute, and hy hq 
means confined to the line of his profess^ 
sion. He had at different times resided i 
good deal in Ei^land, and hii .addbress 
was free both from country rusticity iddd 
professional pedantry ; so that hehirf eon* 
siderable poweis both of address and per« 
suasion, joined to an unshaken effrontery, 
whibh he affected to disguise undtr plain- 
ness of manner. ConfidMit, therefore, in 
himself, he appeared at Woodbourne, about 
ten in the morning, and was admitted a» 
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a geiitleman comef to wait upott Miss Ber- 
train* % 

He did not announce himself until he 
was at tiie door of the breakfast parlour^ 
when the servant,, by his desire, said aloud, 
^ Mr Glossint to wait upon Misa Bertram/' 
—Lucy, remembering the last scene of her 
iather^s exist^ice, turiled as pale as deaths 
and had well nigh fallen from, her chair. 
JuHa Mannering flew to her assistance, and 
they left thfe room together. There re« 
snained Colonel Mannering^ Charles Ha- 
dewood, with his arm in a sling, and the 
D6miQte» whose gaunt visage and wall«^yes 
assumed a aidst hostile ^pectupon recog* 
Oifetng Glo!0in. 

That honest gentleman, though some* 
what abashed by the eflect of his first in- 
troduction, advanced with confidence, and 
hoped he. did riot intrude upoa tbd ladles* 
Colonel Mannerifig, in a very upright and 
stately manner,, observed, that be did uot 
kndw to What he Was to impute the honour 
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1 took the liberty to wait iipea Miss Be& 
Cram, Colonel^ Manneniigv go. tfecouni of a 
toiatter of bttsmess/' 

'<<^ If 4t caii be comffiufticated to Mr Mac)- 
Moitat)/ h«i; agent, 1 belieVeiit win be 0009 
agreeable to. Miss BeKtram*''^ 

*^ I beg pardon. Colonel Mannering ;^-r 
yott are a man oi the woirld^thece are 
some cases iii whiohit 19 most prudent £ir 
all parties lo treat with principals.*' . 

<' Then, if Mr Glossin will take the 
tronble to state his object in a letter, I will 
answer liiat Miss Bertram pays proper at* 
tentian to iti?* . « - . . 

^< Certainty— hut there are casea in 
which a vkfu ^ciee conference^! perceive 
— I know Colonel Mannering^has adopted 
some prejudices- which may nmke my. visit 
appear intrusive ; but I submit to his good 
sense, whetlkr h^ ought to exclude me 
from a hearing without, knowing tltt;p\ur« 
pose ^f my viati, or of h^w-much jooom* 
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^qpmdt ft ittftj be ta <lie y^Mlf l^jr ^vhm 
iie hoBOurswith Mb pKoteotion/' 

tention to do so* I ^»1I1 le^am Mias B^ 
4mm'8 plearare upoQ tfa^wt^edt, i^d ac- 
^pynint Mr Gtosmi^ if he qaii sp»i;e, tulie to 
wait for her tasf/erJ^ So sAyiog) he left 
^heroom. 

Ofaadn had atiU remaiiKid fidtoqdwg ia 
the mkltifc of tiie apartments Colonel Man- 
nering had made not the digbtest motion 
to invite him to ait^ and indeed had re- 
mained atandii^ hinisdlf dinring their, short 
ibtervievj Whea be leBkc^^ room^ how- 
ever» Glossin seized upon a chak^t an4 
threw MmsdbT into it with anw^jr between 
mabaifapament and effibcmteiy. Jle felt 
ffae silenee of his oompiiinods djaconcert- 
Ing^amd opj^jcssiifv^ a&i reeved to inter- 

f* A fine da^t Mr Sam{»oiuf^ 
- The Dominie answered with sometbiag 
faetamen aa aeiqmeaeeBt ;Cmnt^aii4 Ml in^ 
dignant groan. 
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^< You never eomtf dowQ^to see Jwur old 
acquaintances on th^ Ettaogowan propert^» 
Mr SEunpson^-You wiould ind most of Ae 
old stagers still atatkmarjr. there. I have 
too much reqpect for the hUe fiunily to dkh 
turb old residentersy even under pretence 
Qf improvement. Besides it's not my vnt^ 
-*-! don't like it. I believe, Mr Sampson^ 
Scripture particularly condemns those mh9 
oppress the poor, and remove land^maiks*'^ 
** Or who devour the sidMtance of or« 
phans,'' subjoined the Dominie* ^* Ana* 
thenia» Maranallmr' So saying, he lose^ 
shouldered the Soiio whidi he had been 
nerusing, &ced to the right about, and 
marched out of the room with the itridaB 
c^ a grenadier. 

Mr Glossin^ no way disconcertedl, or at 
east feefing it necessary not to appear MV 
.umed to young Hadewood, who wab ^ 
)arent>y busy with 4he newqpiqper. '* A&y 
lewis, sir P<p-«Haalewood raised his eybi^ 
bcilBed ai him» and pudied the paper tiik 
¥an4s ^™» » if ^ arsdrai^ger iKki^ eMfee- 
6 
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li6iifle» then lote, ud was about to leive 
the fOOiQ. ** I beg pardon, Mr H»slewood 
^bat I can't help wishing yoa joy <^ get* 
ting so easBj over that infernal ac^dent.^ 
•^This was answered by a sort of inclina- 
tion of the ^ead as sUght and sttfT as could 
well be imagined. Yet it encouraged our 
man of law to proceed, , *< I can promise 
you* Mr Hazlewood^ few people have 
tkken the interest in that niatter which I 
have done> both for the sakf' of the country, 
and on account of my particular respect 
for your firmilyt which has so high a stake 
in it— indeed, so very h%h a stake, that as 
Mr JP^therfaead is turning old now, and as 
there's a talk since his last stroke, of his 
taking the Chiltem Hundreds, it might be 
north your while to look about you. I 
i^eak as a friend, Mr Hadewood, and as 
«iie whaundicrstands the. roll; and if in 
gotfig over it .together"-—"^ 

^< I beg pardmi, air, but I have no views 
in^wfaich youf assistance could be uaefoL" 
- ♦♦^ftuciy w^tr^rbapsyou are rig^it-r 
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it's quite time enough, and I love.to see a 
young gentleman cautious. But I was talk- 
ing of your wound— I think I have got a 
clue to that business— *I think I have-^-^and 
if I do not bring the fellow to condign pu- 
nishment !" 

«« I beg your pardon, sir^ once mor&— 
but your zeal outruns my wishes* I have 
every reason to think the wound was acci- 
dental—certainly it was not premeditated. 
Against ingratitude and premeditated trea* 
chery, should you find any one guilty o£ 
them, my resentment will be as warm as 
yotu" owjo.!* 

Another rebuff diougfat Glossin ; I must 
try him upon the other tack. — " Rights 
sir; very nobly said! I would have no 
more mercy on an ungrateful man than I 
would on a woodcock— >And now we talk 
of sport, (this was a sort of diverting of 
the conversation which Glossin had learn- 
ed from his former patron) I see.you of« 
ten cdrry a gun, and J hope you will be 
soon able to take the field again« I ob« 

VOL. II. X 
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serve you confine yourself Always to your 
own aide ef the HdKleshatrs-btini. I hope, 
liiy dear sir, you wiUTnake uo scruple <rf 
iblhrwiug your gaitie to the Ellangowan 
bank : I believe it is rather the best expo- 
sure of the two for woodcocks, although 
both afe capital.** 

As this offer only excited a coM and 
constraiined bow, dossin was obliged to 
ri^main silent, and was presently afterwards 
somewhat relieved by the entrance of Co- 
Joncl Mannering* 

*< I have detained you some time, I fear, 
sir,** said he, addressing Glossin ;^** I wish- 
ed to prevail upon Miss Bertram ix) see you, 
as, in my opinion, her objections ought to 
give way to the necessity of hearing in her 
own person what may be of importance 
that she should know. But I find tiiat 
circumstances of recent occurrence, and 
not easily to be forgotten, have rendered 
her so utterly repugnant to a personal in. 
tervJew with Mr Glossin, that it would be 
ehifelty to insist upon it : and she has de- 
T>uted jne to receive his commands, or pro- 



posaT, or, m short, whatever he may wish 
to $ay to ber/* 

^ Hem* faem ! lam flarry^ sir— lam very 
trarry, Colonel Maaperitg^ that Mim Ber*- 
Uwn ^ould suf^pose-ttdiat any prejudice, 
in short'^f-or itlea tk^ isuaf thing cm. my 
part'*: ; 

^^ Sir, where no accusation is made, ex^ 
cuses Of explanatums are unnecessary. 
Have you any objection to communicate 
to mi^^. as Miss Bertram's temporary guer- 
don, the diTGumstances which yeu con- 
ceive to ihicrest her ?" 

^^ itJQiae, Cplbnel'Maabeadng ;.afae could 
not chusis^ more respectable friend, or one 
Svfdi whom I, in particular, would more 
anxiously wish to comimmieate frankly/^ 

«< Have the goodnes& to speak to ike 
point, ^r, if you please.** 

« Why, sir, it is not so easy^ at once-^ 
but Mr Haziewood need not leave the 
room,— il mean so wMl Jto Miss l^ertram, 
that I ceiild wish flie whple world to hear 
my part of ^e conference." 
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** My friend Mr Charles Hazlewood will 
not probably be anxious, Mr Glossing to 
listen to what cannot concern him — and 
now when he has left us alone, let me pray 
you to be short and explicit in what you 
have to say. I am a soldier, sir, somewhat 
impatient of forms and introductions/'. So 
saying, he drew [^himself up in his chah*, 
and waited for Mr Glossin's commanica* 
tion. 

^ Be pleased to look at that letten" 

The Colonel read it, and returned it, af- 
ter pencilling the name of the writer in his 
iriemorandum^book. ^ This, sir; does not 
seem to require mudh discussion— -I will see 
that Miss Bertram's interest is attended to." 

" But, sir,— but. Colonel Mannering, 
there is another matter which no one can 
explain but myself. This lady— this Mrs 
Margaret Bertram, to my certain know- 
ledge, made a general settlement of her af- 
fairs in Miss Lucy Bertram^s favours while 
she lived with my old friend, Mr Bertram, 
at EUangowan. The Dc^ninie— ^that was 
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the name by which my deceased friend al- 
ways called that very respectable man Mr 
Sampson — ^he and I witnessed the deed. 
And she had full power at that time to 
make such a. settlement, for she was in fee 
of the estal^e of Singleside even then, al- 
though it was life-rented by an elder sisten 
It was a whimsical settlement of old Sin- 
gleside's, sir; he pitted the two cats his 
daughters against each other, ha, ha V* 

•« Well, .sir,— but to the purpose. You 
say that thislady had power to settle her- 
estate on Miss Bertram, and that, she did* 
so?** . : . 

^'Eveaso^ Colonel.— I think I should 
understand' the laW'^I have followed it 
for many years, and Chough I have given 
it .up to retire upon a handsome compe- 
tence, I did not throw away that know- 
ledge which is better: than house and land, 
and whicli I take to be the knowledge 
of. the law, since, as our common rhyme 
has it, 
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*Tli most exee]lmit 

To win the kad thftt^ii go&fi and tp^uft. 

N0| no, I love the smack of ike whip — I 
have a little» a vtty little kw ]ret» at the 
service of my friends." 
. GloB$in ran on id this mdnner, thinking 
he had made a favourable impression on 
Manneriitg. The CoIoneL indeed reflected 
that thi^ might be a moat important crisis 
f(Hr Miss Bertram's jdtei^st^ ind resolved 
that bis strong: inclimition to throw Glos^ 
sin out at window, or at door, should tiot 
interfere wij(h it* He put « iStrongrioarb on 
bis temper, and ribs^lved to IMeh with pff« 
tiende at le»sti if wittoUt complsoeiraek He 
therefore let Mr Glossin get to the end of 
hk eelf*congratulations, and then asked him 
if he knew where the deed was ? 

" I know— that is, I think+I believe I 
can recover it. In such cases custCHlitrs 
have sometimes made a charge/' 
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•« Wq won't ^er as to tlmt; sir," said 
the Colonel taking out bis poek^t*bpok» 

<< 6ut» tny dew sir, yoD tali^ me so' very, 
short— 1 said some persons inight make siKh 
a claim— I meaH fof payment of the ex- 
pences of the deed, trouble ia the aff4r, 
&c. But I) for my owd part» only wi^h 
Mi^ Bertram and her friends to be satis- 
fied t;h9t \ am acting towards her with 
honour. . There^s the paper^ sir I It would 
have beei^a sati^a^tioa to me to have dc- 
liv^r^d it into Mips l^iv^% own hands^ 
%q4 tp have wished her jpy of thia pros* 
pepts which it opi^os. $ut since heir pre« 
Audioes on tbie subject are invincible, it 
ooly remaias' for m« to tranwoit he r my 
best wish«$ through you. Colonel Mafli- 
nering, and to express that I abaJl wiK 
lingly give my testimony in wppbrt <rf 
that deed when^ 1 shaill b& called upon. I 
have the honour to wish you a good morn« 
ing, sir." 

This parting speech was so well got up^^ 
and had so much the tone of conscious in- 
12 
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tegrity unjustly suspected, that even Go- 
lonel Mannering was staggered in his bad 
opinioD. He followed him two or three 
steps, and took leave of him with more po- 
liteness (though still cold and formal) than 
he had paid during his visit Glossin left 
the house, half pleased with the impression 
he had made, half mortified by the stern 
caution and proud reluctance with which, 
he had been received. " Colonel Manner- 
ing might have had more politeness,'^ he 
said to himself—'* it is not every man that 
can briiig a good chance of 400^ a-year 
to a pennyless girl. Singleside must be up 
to 400/. a-year now— there's Reilagegan- 
beg, Gillifidget, Loverless, Liealone, and 
the Spinster's Knowe— good 400/. a-year« 
Some people might have made their own 
of it in my place— and yet, to own the 
truth, after much consideration, I don't 
see how that is possible." 

Glossin was no sooner mounted and 
l^one, than the Colonel dispatched a groom 
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for Mr Mac-Morlatiy and, patting the deed 
into his hand, requested to know if it was^ 
likely to be available to his friend Luby 
Bertram . Mac-Morlan perused it with eyes 
that sparkled , with delight^ snapped his 
fingers repeatedly, and at length exclaim- 
ed, ^^ Available !— it's as tight as a glove— 
naebody could make better wark than 
Glossin, wheq he did na let down a steek 
on purpose^but (his countenance falling) 

the auld b ^, that I should say so, might 

alter at pleasure." 

«« How shall we know that ?** 

<* Somebody must attend on Miss Ber- 
traWs part, when the repositories of the 
deceased are opened." 

" Can you go ?" 

^« I fear not~I must attend a jury trial 
before oitr court." 

<* Then I will go myself— PU set out to- 
morrow. Sampson shall go with me— he 
is witness to this settlement. But I shall 
want a legal adviser ?" 
i-a 
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«< The gentleman that was lately sheriff 
^f this county is high in rq>utation ; I will 
give yon a card of introduction to him/' 

^ What I like about you^ Mr Mac-M<»*- 
Jan,** 8«id the Colonel, " is, that you al« 
ways come strmght to the poiiit. Let me 
have it instantly— diall we tdl Miss Lucy 
het chance of becoming an heiress ?*' 

'* Surely, because you must have some 
powers from her which I will instantly 
draw out. Besides, I will be caution for 
her prudence, and that she will consider it 
only in the light bf a chance/' 

Mac*Morlan judged welL It could not 
be discerned from Miss Bertram's manner, 
that she founded exulting expectations 
upon the prospect thus unexpectedly 
opening before her. She did indeed, ia 
the course of the evening, ask Mr Mac<^ 
Morlan, as if by accident, what might 
be the annual income of the Ha^lewood 
property; but skaU we therefore aver 
for certain that she was considering whe- 
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tlfer an heiress of. four hundred a-year 
might be a suitable match for the young 
Laird ? 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Gift me a cup of sack to make mine eyes look red— For I 
most speak in passion, and I will do it in King Cambyses' 
vein. 

Htnry W. Part L 

Maknering, with Sampson for his com- 
panion^ lost no time in his journey to Edin« 
burgh. They travelled in the ColpnePs 
post-chariot, who, knowing his companion's 
habits of abstraction, did not chuse to give 
him out of his own sight, far less to trust 
him upon horseback, where, in all proba- 
bility, a knavish stable-boy might with 
little address bave contrived to mount him 
with his face to the tail. Accordingly, 
with the aid of his valet, who attended on 
horseback, he contrived to bring Mr Samp- 
son safe to an inn in £din]|^urgh— for hotels 
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in these days there were none,— withbut 
any oth6r accident than arose from his 
straying twice upon the road. Upon one 
occasion he was recovered by Barnes, who 
understood his humour, when, after enga- 
ging in close colloquy with the school- 
master of Mofiat, respecting a disputed 
quantity in' Horace's 7th Ode, Book IL, 
the dispute led on to another controversy, 
concerning the exact meaning of the word 
Mabbathro^ in that lyric effusion. His 
other escapade was made for the purpose 
of visiting the field of RuUion-green, which 
was dear to his presbyterian predilections. 
Having got out of the carriage for an in- 
stant, he saw the sepulchral monument of 
the slain at the distance of about a mile, 
and was arrested by Barnes in his progress 
up the Pentland-hills, having on both occa* 
sions forgot his friend, patron, and fellow- 
traveller, as completely, as if he had been 
in the East Indies. On being reminded 
that C!olonel Manneiing was waiting fi>r 
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hiniy lie uttered bis usual ejaculathm of 
«* Prodigious [—1 WM dbliVious/' aiyi then 
itrode back to Ins post Barnes was sur- 
prised at his master's patience on both oc- 
casions, knowing by experience how little 
he brooked neglect oc delay ; but tbe Do- 
minie was in every inspect a privileged per- 
son. His patron and he were never for a 
moment in each other's way, and it seem- 
ed obvious that they were formed to be 
companions through life. If Mannerii^ 
wanted a particular book, the Dominie 
coidd bring it ; if he wished to have ac- 
counts summed up, or checked, his assist- 
ance was equally ready } if - he desired to 
recall a particular passage in the classics, 
he could have recourse to iJie Dominie as 
to a dictionary ; and all the while this 
walking statue was neither presuming when 
noticed, nor sulky when left to himselfl 
To a proud, shy, reserved man, 9sad such 
in many respeets was Mannering, this sort 
of living catalogue, and animated automa- 
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ton^ had all the advaotages of a literary 
dumb-waiter* 

So soon as tbey arrived in Edinburgh, 
aad were established at the George inn 
near Bristo-port, (I love to be particular) 
th« Colonel desired the waiter to procure 
him dr guide to Mr Pleydeirs, the advo- 
cate, for whom he had a letter of intro« 
duction from Mr Mae-Morlan« He then 
commanded Barnes to have an eye to the 
Dominie^ and walked ^th with a chair- 
man, who Was to usher him to the man of 
law. 

The period was near the end of the 
American wan The desire of room, of 
air, and of decent accommodation, had not 
as yet made very much progress m the ca- 
pital of Scotland. Some efforts had been 
made upon /^e south side of the town 
towards building houses wiffUn themselves^ 
soi they are emphaticalJ^ termed ; and the 
New Town on the north, since so much 
^staided, was then just eommencer^ ^*^^* 
the great bulk of the better clasE® *^® 
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particularly those conneeted with the law, 
still lived in flats or dungeons of the Old 
Town. The manners also of some of the 
veterans of the law had not admitted inno- 
vation. One or two eminent lawyers still 
saw their clients in taverns, as was the 
general custom fifty years before ; and al- 
though their habits were already consi- 
dered as old-fashioned by the younger 
barristers, yet the custom of mixing wine 
and revelry with serious business, was still 
miuntained by those senior counsellors who 
loved the old road, either because it was 
such, or because they had got too well used 
to it to travel any other. Among these 
praisers of the past time, who with osten- 
tatious obstinacy a£fected the manners of a 
former generation, was this same Faulus 
Pleydell, Esq. otherwise a good scholar, 
an excellent lawyer, and a worthy man. 

Under the guidance of his trusty at- 
tendant. Colonel Mannering, after thread-^ 
of livfisirk lane or two, reached the High- 
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street, then clanging, with the voices of 
oyster-women and the bells of pyemen, for 
it had, as his guide assured him, just *' chap-^ 
pit eight upon the Troh." It was long 
since Mannering had been in the street of 
a crowded metropolis, which^ with its noise 
and clamour, its sounds of trade, (^revel- 
ry, and of license, its variety of lights, and 
the eternally changing bustle of* its hun« 
dred groupes, offers, by night especially, a 
spectacle, which, though composed of the 
most vulgar materials when they are se« 
parately considered, has, when they are* 
combined, a striking and. powerful effect 
upon the imagination. The extraordinary 
height of the houses was marked by lights, 
which, glimmering irregularly along their 
front, ascended so high among the at« 
dcs, that they seemed at length to twin- 
kle in the middle skv. This coup 0'ceuili 
which still subsists in a cf^rtain degree, was 
then more striking, owing to the uninter* 
rupted range of buildings on each side, 
which, broken only at the space where the 
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North £ud£t joins the main street^ formed 
a su^rb and uniform Blace» extending 
fi?om Uie front of the Luckenbooths to the 
hei(d of the Canongate^ and corresponding 
in breadth and length to the uncommon 
height of the building, on either side. 
. Man&ering hqd not much time to look 
91^ to admire* Hia c(Mfiductor hurried him 
across thia striking scene^. aad suddenly 
dived with him into a v^sy steep paved lane» 
Turnipg to the rij^^ tbey entered 9^ 9cale 
stajir^Qs^^ a^it is oalled» the stat^ of which, 
90 fa^ a» it 0<H»ld bi judged of by oae oif 
his s«n^i aiHaoyed Mannerii^'^ delicacy 
Dot.aiJiime.' Whes they had ascended cau* 
tiQOdjjr tp^.n eoQi9i4^D<^ble b^ht, ^y heard 
s|h^vyrap:at a door, still two stories above 
them^ The door opened^ a;nd immediately 
ensued the sharp and worrying bark of a 
dog, the squalUngof a woman, the screams 
of an assaulted cat, smd the hoarse voice of 
a man, who cried in a most imperative tone, 
** Will ye, : Mustard ! Will ye ! down^ sir, 
down l'* 
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*^ h&td pre»ei!ve u» !*' said the ftniale 
voic^ ** m he tiad worried our cat, Mr 
Pleydell would ne^erhae forgien me !" 

<« Aweel» toy doOi the cat's no a prin the 
Waur— -so he*s no in; ye say ?'* 
. f ^ Na, Mr HejdelPs ne'^r in the house on^ 
Saturday/* 

«« And the morn's Sabbath too/* said the 
querist ; '^ I dinna ken what wiM be dm^J^ 

By this time' Mannering sqppeared, and. 
fbiind a tall string CbuBtrymany clad in a 
coat, df pepper-'and-salt^coboured mixtore^ 
withbuge metal buttons^ a glazeid hat and 
boots, and a large horse-whip bfeneath his 
aam^ :in cbltoquy with a..sHp-idiod d^unsel^ 
\rha hadiaone hand the Iqtdc of tlie door^ 
and in the other ^ pail of>^ whiting, or cam^ 
stoker a» it ife called, mixed withf 'water— . 
a circmmsUnce which indicates Saturdiyi 
night in Edmbnrgh. t 

" So Mr Pleydell. is not at home, mj 
good girt?* said Manricringi 

" Aye, sir, he's at hame, but he's no in 
the hcmse : he's aye out on Saturday at e'en/' 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



260 GUT XAVKfiEIKX}'. 

<^ Bat, my good girl, I am a 8<3*abger, 
and my business expi^ss. Will you t^ me 
where I can find him ?*' 

«* His honour/' said the chaictnan» «* will 
be at Clerihugh's about this time — Hersell 
could hae tell'd ye that, but she thought ye 
wanted to see his house/' 

" Well, then, shew me to this tavern— I 
suppose he will see me, as I come on busi* 
ness' of some consequence V* 

<< I dinna ken, sir,'' said the giri, <^ hft 
does nae like to be disturbed on Satur- 
days wi' business— but he's aye dvU to 
strangers." 

<* I'B gang to the tavern too," said our. 
fiiend Dinmont, <* for I am a stranger and 
on business e'en sic like." 

** Na," said the hand-maiden,. *< an: he 
see the gentleman, he'll see the sini^e 
body too— but,, Lord's sake, dinna say it. 
was tne sent ye there." 

'^ Atweel, I am a simple body that's true>. 
hinny, but I am no come to steal ony o' his 
skill for naething," said the farmer in his 
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honest pride, and strutted away down Btatnr, 
followed by Mannering and the cadi€«. 
Mannering could not help admiring the 
determined stride with which the stran« 
ger who preceded them divided the p^i^ 
shouldering from him, by the mer^ weight 
and impetus of his motion, both drunk and 
sober passengers. ** He'll be a Teviotdale 
tup tat ane/' said the chairman, '^ tat's for 
keeping ta crown o' ta causeway tat gate 
-^be'U no gang far or he'll get somebody 

to bell ta cat wi' him/' 

His shre'wd augury, however, was not 
fulfilled. Those who recoiled from the co^ 
lossal weight of Dinmont, upon looking up 
at his size and strength^ apparently judged 
him too heavy metal to be rashly enx;oun«. 
tared, and suffered him to pursue his course 
unchallenged. Following in the wake of 
this first-rs^, Mannering proceeded till 
the farmer made a pause, and, looking 
back to the chairman, said, << I'm thinking 
this will be the jdosg, friend?"^ 
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<< Aye^ aye>*^ replied 0otiald^ ^^itaCs ta 
dose/' 

Disunont descended* doclfideatlyy then 
turned lAto a drtk adtey^tlmn \ip a daric 
sUiT'-raiid theaint^^m o^eh deor* "While 
lie wtts whistling ^^xilly fbr the waiter, as 
if be had been one of bis eoUie-dogp, Man- 
nering looked round him^ and conltj hard- 
ly conceive how a gentleman of a liberal 
profession.) and good society, should chuse 
S)]ch a scene for aodal indulgence. Be- 
sides the miserable entranccr the house 
itself seemed paltry and half ruinous. The 
passage in which they stood had a win- 
dow to the clQse, which admitted a IHtle 
%ht during the day*time, and a vilisUnous 
compound of smells at all timesi but more 
especially towards evening. Correspond* 
ing to this window was a borrowed light on 
l^e other Bide, of the passage,, looking into 
the kitchen, which htid no direct commu* 
nication with the free air, but received in 
the day. time, at second hand, such strag* 
gling and obscure light as found its way | 
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from the lane through the window opp^ 
site. At present the inttrior of^ the kitchen 
was visible by its own huge fires— a sort of 
l*attdBBifionium, where men and women, 
iialf uhdtessed, were btisied ih hskingp 
broiling, roasting oysters, and preparing 
devils on the gridiron ; the mistress of the 
place, with her shoes slip-shod, and her 
hair strag^ing like that of Maegera from 
tinder a round-eared cap, torling, scolding, 
receiving orders, giving them, and obey- 
ing them all at once, seemed the ihistress 
enchantress of that gloomy and fiery re-* 
gion. 

Loud and repeated bursts of laughter 
from different quarters of the house pro- 
ved that her labours were acceptable, and 
not unrewarded by a generous public* 
With some difficulty a waiter was prevail- 
ed upon to show Colonel Mannering and 
Dinmont the room where their firiend, 
learned in the law, held his hebdomadal 
carousals. The scene which it exhibited^ 
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and particulBrly the attitude of the coun- 
sellor himself, the principal figure therein, 
Btruck his two clients with astonishment. 

Mr Pleydell was a lively sharp-looking 
gentleman, with a professional shrewd* 
ness in his eye, and, generally speaking, a 
professional formality in his manners. But 
this, like his three-tailed wig and black 
coat, he could slip off on a Saturday even- 
ing i^hen surrounded by a party of jolly 
companions, and disposed for what he call- 
ed his altitudes. Upon the present occa- 
sion, the revel had lasted since four o'clock, 
and, at length, under the direction of a 
veqerable compotator, who had shared 
the sports and festivity of three genera- 
tions, the frolicsome company had begun 
to practise the ancient and now forgotten 
pastime of High Jinks. This game was 
played in several different ways* Most 
frequently the dice were thrown by the 
company, and those upon whom the lot 
fell wjere obliged to assume and maintain, 
for a time, a certain fictitious character 
3 
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or to repeat a certain iiumb^ offesetnvAMi 
verses ip a particuUr order. If they de* 
parted from the charactera assigned, or if 
their memory proved treacherous in the 
repetitioQi they incurred forfeits, .which 
teerfc either compounded for by swallow- 
ing an additional bumper, or hy paying a 
small sum towards the reckoning. At this 
sport the jovial company were closely se^ 
when Mannering entered the room. <. -. .: 
Mr Counsellor Pleydell, such a^ we hav^ 
described bim^ was enthroned, as a mo^ 
narcb, in an elbow-chair placed on thq 
dining-table, his scratch-wig on one side,^ 
his head crowned with a bottle-slider, hl^ 
eye leering with an expression betwixt 
fun and the effects of wine, while his court 
around him resounded with such crambo 
scraps of verse as these : 

Where is Geninto now i and what's become of him ? 
Gerimto's dead because he could not swim, &c. &c. 

Such, Q Themis, were anciently the 
spoils of thy Scottish children ! DinmoBt 

VOL. lU M 
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was first in the roonu He stood agliast a 
memerit— and then exckumed, " It's liim, 
, sure encugh— C>eil o' the like o' that ever I 
sawT 

. At the sound of " Mr Dinmont and 
Colonel Mannering wanting to ^pealc to 
you, sir," Pleydell turned his head, and 
blushed a little when he saw the very 
genteel figure of the English stranger. He 
was, borwever, of the opinion of FaktafF, 
** Out, ye villains, play out the play !" 
wisely judging it the better way to ap- 
pear totally iinconcerned. " Where be our 
guards?" exclaimed thfs second Justinian; 
*/ see ye not a stranger knight from fo- 
reign parts arrived at this our coiirt of 
Holy-rood,— with our bold yeoman Andrew 
Dinmonti who has succeeded to the keep- 
ing of our royal flocks within the forest 
of Jedwood, where, thanks to our royal 
eare in the administration of justice, they 
feed as safe as if they were within the 
bounds of Fife? Where be our heralds, 
oitr pursuivants, our Lyon, our Marck" 
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^aunt, our Carrick, and our Snowdown ? 
-—Let the strangers be placed at our board, 
andregakd a« beseemeth theirquality, and 
this our high holiday— to-mcftrow we will 
hear their tidings/' 

" So please you, my liege, to-morroiv*s 
Sunday," said one of the company. 

*^ Sunday, is it ? then will we give no 
cSfFence to the assembly of the kirk — on 
Mol&day shall be their audience," 

Mannering, who had sto6d at first un- 
certain whether to advance or retreat, 
now resolved to enter for the 'moment in- 
to the whim of the scene, though inter- 
nally fretting at Mac-Morlan for sending 
him to consult with a crack-brained hu- 
mourist. He therefore advanced' with 
three profound congees, and craved f>$rmis- 
aion to lay his credentials at th^ feet of 
the Scottish monarch, in -order .to be pe- 
rused at his best leisure. The gravity » 
with which he accommodated himself to 
the humour of the'moment, and the deep 
and humble inclination with which he at 
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£rst declined, and then accepted, a aeat 
presented by the master of the ceremonies, 
procured him three rounds of applause., 

" D^il ha« me, if they are na a' mad 
thegither f ' said Dinmont, occupying- with 
ie^8 ceremony a seat at the bottom of the 
table, *• or else they hae ta'en Yule before 
it^ comes, apd are gaun 4 guisarding." 

A large glas^ of claret was offered to 
Mannering, who drank it to the health of 
the reigning monarch. ** You are, I pre- 
sume to guess," said the monarch, '^ that 
celebrated Sir Miles Mannering, so re- 
nowned in the French wars, and may well 
pronounce to us if the wines of Gascony 
lose their flavour in our more northera 
realm ?" 

Mannering, agreeably flattered by this 
allusion to the fame of his celebrated an- 
cestor, replied, by professing himself only 
a distant relation of the prieux chevalier, 
and added, ^ that in his opinion the wine 
was superlatively good/' 
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f* It's awer catild for siy j^taftiacfa," said 
Dinmont, setting down the glass^ (empty 
however*} 

" Wc will correct that quality,^ answer- 
ed King PauluSy the first of the name; 
" we have not forgotten that the tnoist 
and humid air of our vaJWy of Liddle in- 
clines to stronger potations. — Seneschal^ 
let our faithful yedWatt have a cup of 
brandy; it ^iU4)4B fo^re germ&in to the 
matter/' 

^* And no%** mA Minnering, ** since 
we have im^arily ihttuded upon yx>ur ma- 
jesty at a mohient of mirthful retirement^ 
be pleased to say when you will indulge'a 
StrangiBr with ah audience oh those affairs 
6iF weight, which have brought him to your 
northern capital.'* 

The monarch opened Mac-Morlan's let- 
ter, and> running Yt hastily over, exclaim- 
ed, with his natural Voice and manner, 
*' Lucy Bertram of Ellangowan, poor dear 
lassie r 

5* A forfeit! a forfeit T exclaimed a do- 
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zea voices, ^^hU majieiBtjr baa forgot ii». 
kingly, character/' 

*^ Not a whit ! not a whit !" replied tlia 
king, ^'^ll be judged by this courteous 
koight. May not a monarch love a maid 
of low degree!^ Is not Kjng Cophetiia and 
the Beggar-UMidi; ao adjudged case in 
point ?•' 

^' l^rofession^l I pcofessioo^ i'^aoother 
forfctit/' exclaimed : the tumullnary nobi- 
lity. 

** Had not our rpyal pigedecessors,** con- 
tioaed the monar<sh| exalting his sovereign 
voice to drown tliese disaffected claaiQurs» 
^'< Had they not their Jean Logies, their 
Bessie Carmichaels> their Oliphants, their 
Sandilandsi and. their Weirs^ an4;ShaU it 
. be denied to us even to name »* maiden 
whouf , we delight to honour,? Nay,. Uien, 
sink state and perish sovereignty! for, like 
a second Charles Y., w.e will abdicate, and 
seek in the private shades of life those 
pleasures which are denied to a throne." 

So saying, he flung away his.crewn, 
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sprang from hi» exalted station witb more 
mgility than could have been expected from 
his ag^9 ordered lights and a wash-hand ba^ 
son and towel, with a cup of green tea, into^ 
-another rooin>. and made a sign to Manner*^ 
ing to accompany him. In less than two; 
minutes he washed his face and hands, 
settliid his^ wig^ in the glass^ and, to Man^ 
nering's great surprise, looked perfectly a> 
different man from the childish Bacchanal 
he had seen a moment before. '.' There 
are folks,'^ he s^id,. ^* Mr Mannering, be«- 
fore whom one should take care how thef 
play the fool — because they have cither 
too much malice, or top little wit^ as the 
poet says. The best complimenti can pay 
Colonel Mannering^ U to shew I am "not 
ashamed to expose myself before him — 
and«triUy I thinly; it is a compliment I have 
not spaied to-night upon your good*nature. 
But what's that great strqng^fellow want^ 

Dinmon^ who^^had pushed after. Man^ 
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Bering into the room, b^;an Mritb a Bcr&pe 
with his foot and a scratch of his head in 
uiisoB. ^* I am Dandie Dinmont, sir, of 
the ChaTlieS'hope — ^the Liddesd^ije lad — 
ye'll mind me?— it was for me ye won 
yon grand plea/' 

. '^ What plea, you loggerhead ? d'ye think 
1 can remember all the fools that come 
to plague me ?** 

. '^ Lord, sir, it was the grand plea about 
the gracing o' the Langta^-head T 
' <* Well, curse thee, never mind ; give me 
the memorial, and come to me on Monday 
at ten." 

^ But, sir, I bae na got ony distinct 
mepiorial.'' 

^ No memoriali man ?'* 

'^ Na, sir, nae memorial! for your ho« 
nour said before, Mr Pleydell, ye'll mind, 
that y^ liked best to hear us hill-folk tell 
our ain tale by word o' mouth/' 

'^ fieshrew my tongue, that said so ! it 
will cost my ears a dinning* Well; say in 
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two wofds what youVe got to say — ^you 
see thegeBtleman waits."^ ^ 

*^ Ott| sir, if the gentleman likes, he may 
play his ain spring first ; it's a' ane to Dan- 
iiie.*' 

" Now, you loohy, cannot you conceive 
that your business can be nothing to him, 
but that he may not chuse to have these ' 
great ears of thine regaled with his mat- 
ters?" 

'' AweeV sir, just ass you and he like— 
soye see to my business* We're at theauld 
wark o* the marches again, Jock o* DaW^ 
ston Cleugh and me. .Ye see we march oii 
the tap o*^ Touthop-rigg after we pass the 
Pomoragrains ^ for the Pomoragrains, and 
Slackenspool^ and Bloodylaws, they coiiii 
in there, and they belang to the Peel ; but 
after ye pass Pomoragrains at a muckl6 
great saucer-headed cutlugged stane, that 
they ca' Charlies Chuckie, there Dawstoh 
Cleagh' and Gharlies-hope they march. 
Now, I say, the march rins on the tap o' 
the hiU where the wind and water shears; 
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but Jock a' Davs^OD Ctough i^ain, he 
contravenes that, and says that it hauds 
doun by the auld drove-Mad that gaes 
awa' by the Knot o' the Gate o\RFcr to 
Keeldar*ward — and that makes an uoca 
difTerence," 

" And. whatv difference does jt> mak^ 
friend ? How* many sheep will it feed ?" 

''Ou^no mony— -*it*s lying high and ex- 
posed^t may feed a hog, or aiblins twa 
in a good year.'' 

*' And- foi^ this graz^fag, whieh^may be 
worth about five shillings ayearj you are 
willing to throw an^ a hundred pound or 
two?? 

^* Na» sir, it's tto for the value«.iQtf the 
grass — ^it's for justice/'' 

** My good friend^ justice, lik« cbarityf 
should, begin at home* Do you justice to 
your wife; and family^ and think no more, 
about tbe^mattec*'' 

Dinmont still liagared^ twisting.his hat 
iii.his hand^^ ItVno foi; that, sir^— but.I 
would like ill to be bragged vri' him— he 
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threeps he'll bring a.score o' witnessnfand 
mair— ^nd^ I'm sure there's as mony wiH 
swear for me as for him^ folk that lived a! 
their days- upon the Charlies-hope, and 
wad na like to see the land lose its right/' 

** Zounds,, man, if it be a point of ho» 
iiour» why don^t your landlords^ take it 
up?" 

'^ I dinna ken, sir, (scratching his head,y. 
there's been nae election-dusts lately^ and 
the. lairds are unco neighbourly, and Jock 
and me canna get them to yoke th^ither 
about it a' that we can say. But if ye 
thought we might keep up the rent" 

•* No !- no! that will never do--con- ' 
found you, why don't you take good cud* 
gfls and settle it?" 

*' Odd, sir, we tried that three times al- 
ready—that's twice on the land, and ance 
at. Lockerby fair.— But I diona ken-^ 
we^e baiih gay good at single-sticjkj and. 
it could na weel be judged." 

•* Then take broad-swords, and be d— 4fi 
ta you, as your fathers did before you." 
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:" Aired^ sir, if ye thwik it wadna be 
agaia the law, it's a' anc to Dandic.'* 

'^ Hold I hold ! we shall have another 
Lord Sofilis* mistake— Pr'y thee, man, com- 
prehend me ; I wish you to consider how 
very trifling and foolish a law-suit you 
wish to engage in." 

** Aye, sir ? So ye wunna take on wi* 
me, Tm doubtinjg ?" 

" Me ! not I— go home, go home, take a 
pint and agree.** Dandie looked but halt 
contented, and still remained stationary. 
*^ Any thing more, my friend r" 

^* Only, sir, about the suc^cession of this 
leddy that's dead, auld Miss Margaret Ber- 
tram o' Singleside.** 

** Aye, what about her ?" said the coun- 
sellor, rather surprised. 

" Ou, we have nae connexion at a' wi* 
the Bertrams— they were grand folk by 
the like o' us— but Jean Liitup, that was 
auld Singleside's housekeeper, and the 
mother ofi;hese twa young leddies that are 
gane— the last o' them's dead at a ripe age^ 
I trow— Jean Liltup cam« out o' Liddle 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OUT MANNERINO. 277 

^ater, and she was as near our connexion 
as second cousin to my mother's half- 
sister—She drew up wi' Singleside, nae 
doubt, when she was his housekeeper^ 
and it was a sair vex and grief to a' her 
kith and kin.. But he acknowledged a 
marriage, and satisfied the kirk— and now 
I wad kfsn frae you if we hae not some 
claim by law r" , 

" Not the shadow/' 

" Aweel, we're nae puirer~but she may 
hae thought on us if she was minded to 
make a testament— Weel, sir, IVe said 
my say— I*se e'en wish you good night, 
and** — '—putting his hand in his pocket 

" No, no, my friend ; I never take fees 
on Saturday nights, or without a memo* 
rial— away With you, Dandie.'* And Dan* 
die made his reverence, and departed ac- 
cordingly. 
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ewAPTER »vr^ 

BM this poorfarcfr has neither traih nor art^. 
To please the fancy or to toacb the heart ;^ 
Dftrk but not awful, dismal but yet mean^ 
With anxious bustle, moves the cumbrous scen«i' 
Presents no objects tender or profound, 
But3i>readb its cold onmeaning gloom aiound. 

Parish RegiiUr* . 

" Your majesty/* said Manneringy laiigh*- 
ir)g» *' has solemnized your abdication by 
an act of mercy and charity— Ttortfeltow 
will scancie think of going ta. law." 

" 0/,you-are q; ite wrong— The only dif-* 
ference is^ I have lost my client aadJt9y:\ 
fee. He*ll never rest till be finds some* 
body to encourage him to commit the folly, 
he has predetermined. — No ! no ! I have 
only shewn you another weaknesa-^of my^ 
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character— I always speak truth, of a. Sat- 
fturday night." 

** And^ sometimes through the week {: 
should thicik/' said Manneriogj continuiog 
the same tona 

** Why, yes ! as far as-my Tocation^wLU 
permit Lam, as Hamlet says^ jndiiFeren6i 
honest, vrhen my eiienta a^d their. soliGit* 
ors do not make me t%t medium .pfopn* 
veying their double-d(stilled lies to the 
bench. But oportet vivere ! it is a sad 
thing.— And now to our business. I am 
glad my old friend Mac-Morlan.has seat 
you to me ;: he is^.an activ/e, honest,, aud 
intelligent man,, long shei;iif>substitute oC 
the county of. — ~- under roe, and still 
holds the ofilce. Uc knows I have a re« 
gaid for that unfortunate family, of EUan? 
giowan^ and for poor Lucy. Lhave not 
seen her siMiei she was twelve years old, 
and she Was^then ajswee^t pr^ett^ girl under 
the management of a very, silly father. 
But my interest in her is of an early dute» 
I was* called upQn> Mr Mannering, being 
• 
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theivsheriifof that county, to in veatigate the 
particulars of a murder which bad been com* 
mitted near Ellangowan ihe day on which 
this poor child was born ; and which, by 
a strange combination which I was unhap- 
pily notable to trace, invoRed the death or 
abstraction of her only brother, a boy of 
about five years old. No, Colonel, I shall 
never forget the misery of the house of 
Ellangowan that morning !-~the father 
balf-distracted~the liiother dead in pre- 
mature travail— the helpless infant, with 
scarce any one to attend it, coming 
wawling and crying into this mis^able 
world at such a moment of unutterable 
misery ! We lawyers are not of iron, sir, 
or of brass, any more than you soldiers 
are of steel. We are conversant with the 
crimes and distresses of civil society, as 
you are with those that occur in a state of 
war, and to do our duty in either case a 
little apathy is perhaps necessary—But the 
devil take a soldier whose heart can be as 
hard as his sword, and bis dam take the 
9 • 
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lawyer who bronzes his bosom instead of 
his forehead ! — But come, I am losing my 
Saturday at e'en. Will you have the kitid« 
ness to trust me with these papers which 
relate to Miss Bertram's business ? And, 
stay^ to-morrow you*ll take a bachelor's 
dinner with, an old lavtTyer ; I .insist upon 
it; at three precisely; and come half an 
hour sooner. The old lady is to be buried 
on Monday; it is the orphan's cause, and 
w«'ll borrow an hour from the Sunday to 
talk over this business; although I fear 
nothing can be done if she has altered her 
settlement, unless perhaps it occurs withr 
in the sixty days, and then if Miss Ber^ 
tram can shew that she possesses the char* 

racter of heir-at-law, wby^ 

** But, hark ! my lieges are impatient of 
their itderregnum,^! do not invite you to 
r^oin us, Colonel ; it would be a trespass 
on your complaisance^ unless you had be- 
gun the day with us, and gradually glided 
on from wisdom to mirth, and from mirth 
to~to— to*-€xtravagattce.— Good night— 
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Harry, go home with Mr Mannering to hii 
lodging. ColaneK I expect you at a little 
past two lo^norrow/* 

Tb« Colonel returned home, equally 
8ur.prJsed.at tlie childish frolics in whleh he 
had found his learned counsellor engaged* 
at the candour and sound sense whiobx he 
had. in a moment summoned up to meet 
the exigencies of his profession, and at the 
tone of feeling which he displayed, when 
he spoke of^the friendless orphasi^ 

In the morning, while the Golonel and 
his most quiet and silenfcof aU.ratainers^ 
Dominie Sampson, were finishing the 
breakfast which Barnes had made and 
poured out, after the Dominie had scald- 
ed himself in the attempt, Mr Plcydell 
was suddenly ushered in.. A nicely*dressed 
hob-rwig,.upon every hair of which a zeal- 
ous and careful barber had bestowed its 
proper allowance of powder; a wellrhnish* 
ed black suit, with very clean shoes and 
«gold buckles and stockrbuckle; a manner 
satherraaerved and fi^rmal than intruaivc, 
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but with all tb^ shewtttg only Ihe forma- : 
^t7 of msMiner^ by ii0« m»]i8 tbat of awk<» 
wardness*;^ a countenance, the expressive 
aod somewhat comic features of which 
vere in complete reppse^-'-aU shew^-.a 
%eing perfectly difif^rent from the choice 
spirit of the evQuiog before. A. glance af 
shrewd and: pieicing fire in bis eye was 
the only^-marked expression, whidvreqEtU?* 
cd the Qian of ^* Saturday ^t e'en," 

'' I am come/' saidihei witha vtsrypoliM 
address» ''to use my, r^gal authbrity m 
your behalf in Ispirituals as well as temi^ 
poi;als.*-Can I accompany y^ou to the ^pe^ 
byterian kirk, or episcopal meetingfheustS 
i— TVoff Tyriusve, a lawyer, you know, is of 
Iboth religions, or rather, |>b^uld say, of 
bcftii. forms. ^ OccaniLassisitiavpassing the 
forenoon otherwise? Ylou'tl/excuse my old^ 
fashioned importunity.. I was born in a 
time when a Scptcthoian was thougbt int 
hospitable if he left a guest alone a mo?, 
ment, except wlfien he slept ; but I trust. 
you will tell me at once if I intr.ud«^?^ 
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'^ Not at aUy my^lear air; I am delight- 
ed to put myMtf under your pilotage. I 
•lumld wish much to hear some of yom 
Scottish preachers whose talents bare done 
such honour to your country'~your Blinr, 
your Robertson, of your Henry ; and I em* 
brace your kind oflFer with all my h^art— 
Only/*^ drawing the lawyer a little asid^ 
and turning his eye tawards Sampson^ 
*' my worthy friend there ih the reverie i8 
a little helpless and abstrac tfed^ sCiui Barties, 
who is^ his pilot in ordinary, cannot well 
.assist him here, especially k$ h9 has^ex- 
preiwed his detetmtnation of going to some 
of your darker and more retnote places of 
worship/' 

The lawyer's eye g44ncfed at him. ** A 
curiosity worth presertitig; and rtl find 
you a fit oustodier.-^Here you, sir, (to the 
waiter,) go to Luckie Ft Alay son's in the 
Cowgate for MHes Macfin the cadie ; he*U 
be there about this time, and tell him I 
wish to speak to him." 

The person wanted soon arrived* " I 
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\vill commit your frienjl to tbit man'& 
charge/' said Pieydell;* *' he'll attend him, 
or conduct him, wherei^er he ohuses to go, 
with a happy indifFerence a3 to^ kil^k or 
market, meeting or court of justice, or^-' 
any other place whatever— and bring him 
safe home at whatever hmir yen appoint ; 
so that Mr Barnes there may be left to the 
freedom of his own. will.'' 

This was easily arranged, and the Colo- 
nel committed the Dominie to the charge 
of this man while they should remain in 
Edinburgh. 

*^ And now, sir, if you please, i we shall 
go to the Greyfriars chufch to hear eur 
historian of Scotland^ of the Continent, 
and of America." 

They were disappointed-^he did not 
preach that morning--^" Never mind,'^ 
said the counsellor, ^^ have a moment's pd^ 
tience, and we shall do very well." . 

The colleague of Dr R— — • ascended 
the pulpit* His external appearance was^ 
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not prepossessing. A remarkably fktr'com* 
plexion ni^s strangely contrasted widi a 
Mack wig wittioui; a grain of powder ; a 
narrow chesft and ^ stooping posturci 
bands wbicb, placed like props on either 
side of the pulpit, seemed necessary ra- 
ther to support the person than to assist 
the gesticulation of the preachel-,~no 
gown, not even that of Geneva, a tum- 
bled band, and a gesture which seemed 
i^catce A^oliintary, were the first circum* 
stances which struck a stranger. ♦* The 
llhreacher seems a very ungainly person,* 
whispered Mannering to his new frited. 

^ Never fear, he's the son of an excel- 
lent Scottish lawyer— he'll shew blood, 
I'll warrant him." 

•The teamed counsellor predicted truly. 
A lecture fraught with new, striking, and 
entertaining views of scripture history^a 
sermon in which the Calvinism of the Kirk 
of Scotland was ably supported, yet made 
liie basia of a sound system of practical mo» 

14. 
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rals^ which should neither shelter the sin* 
ner under the cloak of speculative faith 
or 'of peculiarity of opinion, nor leave him 
loose to the waves of unbelief and schism* 
Something there was of an antiquated turn 
of argument and metaphor* but it only ser- 
ved to give zest and peculiarity to the style 
of elocution. The sermon was not read — 
a scrap of paper containing the beads of the 
discourse was occasionally referred to, afnl 
the enunciation, which at first seemed im- 
perfect and embarrassed, became, as the 
preacher warmed in his progress, anima- 
ted and distinct; and although tbe dis- 
course could not be quoted as a correct 
specimen of pulpit eli^que^ce, yet Man- 
nering had seldom heard so much learn- 
ing, metaphysical acuteness, and energ^ 
ef argument, brought into the service of 
Christianity* ^ 

'' Such,'' he said, going out of the churoHf 
^ must have been tbe preachers, to whose 
iwfearing minds, and acute> though somer 
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times rudely exercised talents^ we owe the 
Reforoiatioii/' 

** And yet that reverend gentleman,'' 
said Pleydeil, ''whom I love for his fa- 
ther's sake and his own, has nothing of 
the souring or pharasaicai pride which has 
been imputed to some of the early fathers 
of the Calvinistic Kirk of Scotland. His 
colleague and he differ, and head different 
parties in the kirk, about particular points 
pf church discipline ; but without for a mo- 
ment losing personal regard or respect for 
each other, or suffering malignity to inter*- 
fere in an opposition, steady, constant, and 
apparently conscientious on bdth sides." 

"And you, Mr Pleydell, what do you 
think pf their points of difference f' 

'* Why, I hope. Colonel, a plain man 
may go to heaven without thinking about 
them at ail — besides^ entre nam, I ain a 
member of the suffering and episcopal 
church of Scotland-r^tbe shadow of a 
«hade now^ and fortunately so — but I love 
to pray where my fathers prayed before 
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file, without thinking worse of the presby- 
tefian forms, because they do not affect 
rtit with the same associations." And with 
thif remark they parted until dinner-time* 

From the awkward Access to tlie law- 
yer's mansion, Maniiering was induced to 
form Very moderate expectations of the 
entertainmetit which he was to receive. 
The approsch looked even iriore dismal by 
day-light than on the preceding evening* 
The bouses on each side of the lane were 
80 close, that the neighbours 'might have 
shaken hands with each other from the 
different sides, and occas tonally the space 
between wa3 traversed by wobden gatle* 
ties, and thus entirely <:k>sed up. The 
stair, the scale-stair, was not weH cleaned ; 
and upon entering the house, Mannering 
was struck with the narrowness and mean^^ 
ness of the wainscot ted passage. But the 
library, into which he was shewn by ad 
elderly respectable- looking man-servant, 
waa a complete contrast to these unpro- 
mising appearances. It .was a well-propor- 

VOL. li, " w 
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tioned room^ hung with a portrait or tw« 
of Scottiah characters of eminence^ by Jar 
nteaon, the Caledonian Vamlyke, and sur- 
rounded with bookfl, the bes|; edirtions of 
the best authors. *' These/' said Pleydell, 
^ are my tools of trade ; a lawyer without 
history or literature is a mechanic, a mere 
working mason; if he possesses some 
knowledge of these, he may cail himself 
an architect*' But Mannering was chiefly 
delighted with the vkw from the win- 
^ows^ which oocmnanded that incermpara- 
ble prospect cxf the gromid betweien £din« 
burgh and the sea; the Frith of Forth, 
with its blands; the embayment which 
js terminated by the Law of North Ber* 
wick ; and l^e varied shores of Fife to the 
northward^ indenting with a hilly ovtUne 
the dear blue horizon. 

When Mr Pleydell had auffieientiy en* 
Joyed the surprise of his guest, he caikd 
bis attrition to Miss Bertram's affairs. ** 1 
was in hopes/' he said, ^' though but fmnt, 
«9 have discoyeied some means of ascer* 
I. 
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taintng her indefeasible right to this pro* 
perty of Singleside; but my researches 
have been in vain. The old lady was cer* 
tainly absolute fiar, and might dispose of 
it in full right of property. All that we 
have to hope is, that the devil may not 
have tempted her to alter this very pro* 
per settlement. You must attend the old 
gid'e funeral to-morrow, to which you. 
will rc;ceive an invitation, for I have ac^ 
qoainted her agent with your being here 
on Miss Bertram's par^ and X will meet 
you afterwards at the house she inhabit- 
ed, and be present to see fair play at Jthe 
opening of the settlement The ^oid cat 
had a little girl, the orphan of some rela- 
tion, who lived with her a« a kind of sla«- 
visfa companion* I hope she has had tlie 
conscience' to make her independent, in 
consideration of the pdne forte et dure to 
which she subjected her during her life- 
time.'* 

Three gentlemen now appeared, and 
were introduced to the stranger. They 
7 
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were men of good sense, gaiety, and gene* 
ral information, so that , the day passed 
very pleasantly over; and Colonel Man- 
nering assisted, about eight o'clock at 
ixight, in discussing tlie landlord's bottle, 
which was, of coarse, a magnum. Upon 
his return to the inn, he found a card, in- 
viting him to the funeral of Miss Marga* 
ret Bertram, late of Singleside, which was 
to proceed from her own house to the 
place of interment in the Greyfriai3B 
church-yard, at one o'clock aftemQon. . 
At the .appointed hour Mannering vent 
to a small house in the suburbs, to the 
southward of the city, where he found 
the place of mourning, indicated, as usual 
in Scotland, by two rueful figures with 
long black cloaks^ wh^e crapes and hat- 
bands, holding in their hands poles, adorn- 
ed with melancholy streamers of the same 
description. By two other mutes, who, 
from their visages, seemed suffering under 
the pi'essure oi some strange calamity, he 
was ushered into the dining- parlour of the 
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defunct, where the company were aasem-^ 
bled for the funeral. 

In Scotland is universally retained the 
€ustom, now disused in England, of invi- 
ting the relations of the deceased to the 
interment. Upon many occasione thi& 
•Itas a singular and striking efi^et^ but 
-upon some it degenerates into mere. emp- 
ty form and grimace, in cases where the 
defunct has had the misfortune to live un- 
ll»eloved and die unlamented. The £ng« 
liah service for the dead, one df the most 
beautiful and impressive parts of the ri- 
tual of the church, would have, in such 
cases, the effect of fixing the attention^ 
and uniting the thoughts and feelings of 
the audience present, in an exercise of 
devotion so peculiarly adapted to such an 
occasion/ But according to the Scottish 
custom, if there be not real feeling among 
the assistants, there is nothing to supply 
the want, and exalt or rouse the attention ; 
BQ that a sense of tedious form, and almost 
hypocritical restraint, ii^ too apt to per*^ 
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vade the company assembled fot the 
mournful solemnity. Mrs Margaret Be^ 
trim trad unluckily one of those whose 
good qualities had attached no general 
ffieudshtp* She had no near, relations 
who might have mourned from natural 
affection^ and therefore her funeral exhii 
Mted merely the enter ior trappings of tor- 
row. 

Mannering^ therefore, stood among this 
lugubrious company of cousins in tbe third, 
fourth/ fiflh, and $tx(h degree, cemposing 
his countenance to the decent sotemntly 
of all who were around him, and looking 
as much concerned upon Mrs Margaret 
Bertram's account, as if the deceased lady 
of Singlesfde had been his own sister or 
mother. After a deep and awful pause^ 
the company began to talk aside^ — under 
their breaths, however, and as if in the 
chamber of a dying person. •* Our poor 
friend,*^ said one grave gentleman, scarce* 
ly opening his mouth, for fear of diran* 
ging the necessary aolemnity of his fea« 
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tures, and sliding his whisper from be- 
tween his Itps^ which were as little un- 
closed as^ possible,-—** Our poor friend has 
-died well to pass in the world.'* 

** Nae doubt/' answered the person 
addressedi with half*clpsed eyes ; ^ pootp 
Mrs Margaret was aye careful of the 
gear." 

** Any news to^y, Colonel Manner* 
hig?" said one of the gentlemen, whom he 
had dined with the day before, but in a 
tone which might, for its impressive gra- 
vity, have communicated the death of his 
whole generation. 

•• Nothing particular, I beliere^ sir,'*" 
said Mannering, in the cadence which 
was, he obserred, appropriated to the 
house of mourning. 

*' I understand,*' continued the first 
speaker, emphatically, and with the air of 
one who is well informed ; ^^ I understand 
there is a settlement** • 

*^ And what does little Jenny Gibson 
get?** 
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^' A hundredi and the auld repeater..'^ 

*^ That's but sma' gear^ puir thing ; ahe 
had a sair time o*t with the auld leddy. 
But it's ill waiting for dead folkV shooo.'' 

'* I am afraid/' said the palitician,, who 
was by Mannering, " we haye not done 
with youB.old friend Tippoo Saib yetr— I 
doubt he'll give the Company more 
plague ; aud I am told, but you'll.know 
for certain, that East India Stock' is not 
risiUg.'' 
- ** I trust it will, siir, soon.*'; 

'' Mrs Margaret/. &;^id anothei^. perfpo^ 
mingling in the convers^ion,. ^^ had aoip^ 
India bonds. I know that, for I drew the 
interest for her — it would be desirable 
now far the trustees and legatees to have 
the Colonel's advice about the time and 
inodepf converting them into money. Fojr 
my part I think — But there's Mr Mo2:t- 
cloke to tell us they are gauH tolift." — 
Mr Mortcloke the undertaker did accord- 
ingly, with a visage of professional length 
and most grievous solemnity, distribute 
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among tjie pall-bearers little cards, as- 
signing their respective situations in at- 
tendance upon the coffin. As this prece- 
' dence is supposed to be regulated by pro- 
pinquity to the defunct, the undertaker^ 
however skilful a master of these lugu- 
brious ceremonies, did not escape giving 
some oiEence. To be related to Mrs Ber- 
tram was to be of kin to the lands of Sii\« 
gleside, and was a propinquity of which 
each relative present at that moment was 
particularly jealous. Some murmurs ther« 
were upon the occasion^ and our friend 
Dinmont gave more open offence, being 
unable either to repress his discontent^ or 
to utter it in the key properly modulated 
to the solemnity. " I think ye might hae 
at least gien me a leg o' her to parry,*' he 
exclaimed, in a voice considerably louder 
than propriety admitted ; '' God I an it 
bad nae been for the rigs o' land, I would 
hae got her a' to carry mysell, for as mony; 
gentles as are here.*"— A score of frowning 
iad reprovingbro ws were bent upon the un<^ 
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appalled yeoniatii who^ having given vent 
to his displeasure, stalked sturdily down 
stairs with the rest of the company, totally 
disregarding the censures of those whom 
his remark had scandalized. 

And then the funeral pomp set forth ; 
saulies with their batons, and gumphions 
of tarnished white crape, in honour of the 
well-preserved maiden fame of Mrs Mar-^ 
garet Bertram. Six starved horses, them- 
selves the very emblems of mortftIity» well 
cloaked and plumed, lugging along the 
hearse with its dismal emblazonry, creep* 
ed in slow state towards the place of 
interment, preceded by Jamie DufF, an 
idiot, who, with weepers and cravat made 
pf white paper, attended upon every fu- 
neral, and followed by six mourning 
coaches, filled with the company. Many 
of these now gave more free loose to 
their tongues, and discussed with unre« 
strained earnestness the amount of the 
succession, and the probability of its des« 
fination. The principal expectants^ how- 
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ever, kept a prudent silence, indeed 
ashamed to express hopes which might; 
prove fallacious ; and the agent, or man of 
business, who alone knew exactly bow 
matters stood, maiutsuAed a countenance 
of mysterious importance, as if determined 
to preserve the fUiU interest of anxiety and^ 
suspense. 

At length they arrived at th^ church^ 
yard gates» and from thence, smiid the 
gaping of some dozen of idle women witht 
infants in their arms, and accompanied by 
«ome twenty oluldren who.ran gamboU 
ling and screaming alongside of the sable 
procession, they finally arrived at the bu* 
rial place of the Singleside familyi^ This 
was a square enclosure, guarded on one 
side by a veteran angel, without a nose^ 
and having only one wing, who had the 
merit of having maintained his post for a 
M&tury, . while his comrade cherub, who 
bad stood centinel on the correspondbg 
pedestal, lay a broken trunk among the 
hemlock, burdoofc and nettles, which grcir- 
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in gtgaotic luxuriance around- the wklls 
of the mausoleucn. A moss* grown and 
broken inscription infoi'med the reader, 
that in the year i6J0 Captain Andrew 
Bertram, first of Singleside, descended of 
the very ancient and honourable house of 
ETlangowan, had caused this tnonumeat 
to be erected for himself and his descend- 
ants. A reasonable number of scythes 
and hour-glasses, and death's. heads,. and 
cross boneSj garnished the following sprig 
of sepulchral poetry, to the memory of 
the founder of the mausoleum : 

Nathaniel^ heart, BezaleePt hand,. * 

If ever any had, 
These boldly do I say bad lio. 

Who lieth in this hed. 

Here fl^en, amid the deep black fat 
loam into which her ancestors were now 
resolved, they deposited the body of Mrs 
Margaret Bertran^; and, like soldiers re* 
turning from a militaiy funeral^ the near* 
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est relations who might be interested in 
the settlements of the lady» urged the 
dog-cattle of the hackney coaches to all 
the speed of which they were capable, in 
order to put an end to farther suspense on 
that interesting topic* 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

^ Die and endow a college or a cat'' 

Pon. 

There is a fable told by Lucian, that 
while a troop of monkeys, well drilled by 
an intelligent manager, were performing 
a tragedy with great applause, the deco- 
rum of the whole scene was at once de- 
stroyedy and the natural passions of the 
actors called forth into very indecent and 
active emulation, by a wag who threw a 
handful of nuts upon the stage. In like 
manner, the approaching crisis stirred up 
among the expectants feelings of a nature 
very different from those, of which, under 
the superintendance of MrMortcloke, they 
had lately been endeavouring to imitate 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



cur MANNERINO. SOS 

the expression. Those c^es which were 
lately devoutly cast up to Hearen, or with 
greater humility bent solemnly upon earthy 
were now sharply and alertly darting their 
glances through shuttles, and trunks, and 
drawers^ and cabinets, and all the odd cor* 
ners of an old maiden lady*8 repositories* 
Nor was their search without interest^ 
though they did not find the will of which 
they were in quest 

Here was a promissory note for WL hf 
the minister of the non-juring chapel, in- 
terest marked as paid to Martinmas last^ 
carefully folded up in a new set of worda 
to the old tune of " over the Water to 
Charlie f — there was a curious love cor- 
respondence between the deceased and a 
certain Lieutefaant O'Kean of a marching 
regiment -of foot ; and tied up with the 
letters was a document, which at once ex* 
plained to the relatives why a connectiott 
that boded them little good had been sud- 
denly broken off, being the Lieutenant's 
bond for two hundred pounds, upon which 
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$96 interest whs^tever appeared to bare beeft 
paid. Other bills and bonds to a larger 
amounti and signed by better, names (I 
mean commercially) than those of the 
worthy divine and gallant soldier, also oc- 
evrred in the course of their researches, 
besides a hoard of coins of every tize and 
denomination, and scraps of broken gold 
and silver, old ear-rings, hinges of cracked 
snuff-boxes, mountings of spectacles, .fte,. 
^ &c. &c. Still no will made its appearance, 
and Colonel Mannering began full well«to 
hope that the settlement which he had 
obtained from Glossin contained the ulti- 
mate arrangement of the old lady !s affairs. 
But his friend Pleydell, who now came 
into the room, cautioned him against en- 
tertaining this belief. *' I know the gen* 
tleman/* he said, '' who is conducting the 
search, and i guess* from his manner that 
he knows something more of the matter 
than any of lis."' 

^ Meantime, while the search proceeds, 
let lis take a brief glance at one or two of 
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the .company who seem moat interested. 
Of Dininon^ who, with his larg^ hunting- 
whip, under bb arm, stood poking his large 
rqund face.over the shoulder of the //cM)»e 
d'affaires^ it is unnecessary to say any 
thing* That thin-looking oldish man« in 
a. most correct and gentleman-like suit of 
inoiirning, is Mac-Casquil, formerly of 
Drumquag, who was ruined by having a le» 
gacy bequeathed to him of two shares in 
the Ayr bank. His hopes upon the present, 
occasion are founded on a very dis^aiit rela^ 
tionship, upon his sitting in the same pew 
with the deceased every Sunday, and 
upon his pla)^iDg atcribbage with her re^- 
gularly on the Saturday evenings— taking 
great care never to come off a winner. 
That other coarse-looking man, wearing 
his own greasy hair tied in a leathern cue 
more greasy still, is a tobacconist, a rela- 
tion of Mrs Bertram's mother, who, having 
a good stock in trade when the colonial 
war broke out^, trebled the price of his 
commodity to all the world, Mrs Bertram 
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alone excepted, whose tortoise-shell Muff- 
box was weekly filled with the best rap- 
pee at the old pnces, because tbe maid 
brought it to the shop with Mrs Bertram's 
respects to her eausin Mr Qaid. That 
young fellow who has not had the deeency 
to put off his boots atid buckskins, might 
have stood as foryvzrd as most of them is 
the graces of the old lady, who loved to 
look upon a comely young man. Bat it 
IS thought he has forfeited the moment of 
fortune by sometimes neglecting her tea* 
table when solemnly hiyited; sometimes 
appearing there, when he had been dining 
with blither company ; twice treading up* 
on her cat's tail, and once affi'onting bet 
parrot 

To Mannenng, the most interesting of 
the group was the poor girV who bad 
been a sort of humble companion of the 
deceased, as a subject upon whom she 
ceuld at all times expectorate her bad 
humour. She was for form's sake dragged 
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into the room by the deceased's fkvouritc 
female attendant, where, shrinking into a 
corner as soon as possible, she saw with 
wonder and affright the intrusive re- 
searches of the strangers amongst those 
recesses, to which from childhood she had 
looked with awful veneration. This girl 
was regarded with an unfavourable eye 
by all the competitors^ bonett Diamont 
on]y excepted ; the rest conceived they 
should find in her a formidable couipeti* 
tor, whose elatms might at least encumber 
as^ diminish their chance of successtoiL 
Yet she. was the only person present who 
seemed really to feel sorrow for the de« 
ceased. Mrs Bertram had been ber pro* 
tectress, althongh from selfish motives^ 
and her capricious tyranny was forgottea 
at the moment while the tears followed 
each other fast down the cheeks of 
her frightened and friendless dependant. 
^'There's ower muckle saut water there^ 
Drumquag," (said the tobacconist to the 
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cx*proprieior) '* to bode ither folk muckle 
glide. Folk seldom greet that gate but 
they ken what it's for/' Mr Mac*CasquU 
only replied with a nod, feeling the pro- 
priety of asserting his gentry in presence 
of Mr Pleydell and Colonel Mannering. 

'* Very queer if there suld be nae will 
after aV friend/' said Dinmon^ who be* 
gan to grow impatient, to the man of bu- 
siness. 

*' A moment's patience, if you please — 
she was a good and prudent woman, ^Mrs 
Margaret Bertram — a good and prudent 
and well-judging woman, and knew to 
chuse friendsr and deposkaries — she will 
have put her last will and testament, or 
rather her mortis causa settlement, as it re- 
lates to heritage, into the hands of some 
safe friend."—— 

*«* I'll bet a rump and dozen," said P!ey« 
dell, whispering to the Colonel, ^' he has 
got it in his own pocket ;''-r- then address- 
ing the man of law, '' Come, sir, we'll cut 
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€lris short if you please;-^here is a settle- 
ment of the estate of Singleside, executed 
several years ago, in favour of Misa Lucy 

Bertram of Ellangowau" ^The company* 

stared ftarfuUy wild. > ** You, I presumci, 
Mr Protocol, can inform us if thcr« is a 
later deed?" 

•* Please to favour me, Mr Pleydell ;''-r 
and ao paying, he took the deed out of tbt 
learned counsel's hand, and glanced his. 
eye over the consents. 

" Toocool," said Pleydell, " too cool by 
half— he has another deed in his popket 
still;' . 

*' Why does he not shew it then, and 
be d-= — d to him ?" said the military gen- 
tleman, whose patience began to wax 
tlireadbare. 

** Why, hew should I know ?"* answered 
the barrister,—*' why does a cat not kill 
a mouse when she takes him ? — the love of 
power, and of teazing^ I suppose. — VFell, 
Mr Protocol, what say you to that deed r" 
^' Why, sir, the deed is a well-drawn 
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deed, properly authenticated and tested 
in forma of the statute." 

^ But recalled by another of posterior 
date in your possession, eh r" 

*' Something of the sort I confess^ Mr 
Pleydelly'*— producing a bundle tied with 
tape, and sealed at ench fold and liga- 
tion with black wax. ^ That deed, Mr 
Pleydeli, which you produce and found 
upon, IS dated 1st June, 17—, but this''-^ 
breaking the seals and unfolding the do* 
cument slowly—** is dated the 20th— no, 
I see it is the Slst, of April of this present 
year, being ten years posterior." 

''Marry, hang her, brock f said the 
counsellor, borrowing an exclamation from 
Sir Toby Belch, '* just the month in which 
Ellangowan's distresses became generally 
public. But let us bear what she has 
done.'* 

Mr Protocol accordingly, having requi- 
red silence, began to read the settlement 
aloud in a slow, steady, business-like tone. 
The group around, in whose eyes hopes 
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alternately awakeneil and faded^ ftod who 
were straining their apprehendions to get 
at the drift of the testator's n»eaaifig 
through the mist of technical langaage in 
which the conveyance had involved it, 
SAight have made a study for Hogarth. 

The deed was of an tine^^pected nature* 
It 8etii»th with conveying and disponing 
all end whole the estate and laads of Sin* 
gleside^ and others, with the lands of Loy« 
erless, Lyalone, Spin'ster^s Knowe, and hea* 
ven kiEdwa what besides^ " to and in favours 
of '(here the reader softened his voice to a 
gentle and modest piano) Peter Protocol^ 
clerk to the signet, having the fuUes^t €on« 
fidence in his capacity and integrity, (these 
me the very words which my worthy de- 
ceased friend insisted upon inserting) ^'But 
in TRUST alwa3f«/' (here the reader recx>ver« 
ed his voice and stile, and the visages of 
several of the hearers, which had attained 
a longitude that Mr Mortcloke might have 
envied, were perceptibly shortened) *^ in 
TftusT always, and for the uses, eods, and 
purposes herein after« mentioned." 
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In th€se ** uses, ends, an<l purposes/ lay 
the cream of the affair. The first was in- 
troduced by a prealnbie setting forth, thlt 
the testatriH was lineally descended from 
the antient house of Ellangowany her re- 
spected great*grand&ther, Andrew Ber- 
tram^ first of Singleside, of happy memory, 
having been second son to Allan Bertram, 
. fifteenth baron of Elkngowan. ^ It pro- 
ceeded to state, that Henry Bertram, son 
and heir of Godfrey Bertram, now of £1- 
langowan, had been stolen from his pa* 
rents in infancy, but that she, the testa- 
triitf was well assured tltat he was yet 
alwe in fireign parts, and hy the ptwi'^ 
dence of heaven xvould be restored to the 
possessions of his ancestors— in which case 
the said Peter Protocol was bound and 
obliged, like as he bound and obliged him- 
self, by acceptance of these presents, to 
denude himself of the said lands of Single- 
side and others, and of all the other effects 
thereby conveyed (excepting always a 
proper gratification for his own trouble) 
4 
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to and in favour of the said Henry Ber- 
tram upon his return to his native coun* 
try. And during the time of his residing 
in foreign parts^ or in ease ^f his never 
again returning to Scotland, Mr Peter 
Protocol, the trusteei was directed to dis* 
tribute the rents af the land^ and interest 
of the other funds, (deducting always a 
proper gratification for his trouble in the 
premises) in equal portions, among foiir 
charitable establishments pointed out in 
the will. The power of managenient, of 
letting leases, of rarsing and lending out 
money^ in short, the full authority of a 
proprietor, was vested in this confidential 
tr^istee, and, in the event of his death, 
went to certain official persons nained in 
the deed. There were only two legacies ; 
one of a hundred pounds to a favourite 
wftitingrmaid, another of the like sum to 
Janet Gibson (whom the deed s.tated to 
have been supported by the : charity of 
tb^ testatrix) for the purpose of binding 
her aA apprentice to some honest trade. 

VOL. II. o 
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A Bettlement in ihortmam i^ in Scot'^ 
land termed a fnartificiEHon, and in one 
great borough (Aberdeen^ if I remember 
rightly) there is a municipal o^cer who 
takes care of jthese public endowmentSi 
and is thence called the Master of Morti* 
fications. One would almost presume, 
that the term had its origin in the effect 
which such settlements usually produce 
upon the kinsmen of those by whom they 
are executed. Heavy at least was the 
mortification which befell the audience^ 
who, in the late Mrs Margaret Bertram's 
parlour, had listened to this unexpepted 
destination of the lands of Singleside. 
There was a profound silence after the 
deed had been read over. 

Mr Pleydell was the first to speak. He 
begged to look at the deed, and haying 
satisfied himself that it was correctly 
drawn and executed, he retijirned it with* 
out any observation, only spying aside to 
Mannering, ^' Protocol is not worse than 
other people^ I believe ; but this pld lady 
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Las determined that^ if he do not turn 
rogue, it shall not be for want of tempta*- 
tion." 

" I really think,** said Mr Mac-Casquil 
of Drumquagy who, having gulped down 
one half of his vexation, determined to 
give vent to the rest, ^* I really think 
this is an extraordinary case ! I should 
like now to know from Mr Protocol, who, 
being sole and Unlimited trustee, must 
have been consulted upon this occasion; 
I should like, I say, to know, how Mrs 
Bertram could possibly believe in the ex. 
istence of a boy, that a' the world kens 
M'as murdered many a year since ?'* 

« Really, sir,'' said Mr Protocol, " I do 
not conceive it is possible for me to ex^- 
plain her motives more than she has done 
herself. Out excellent deceased friend 
was a good wbnlan, sir— a pious woman — 
and might have grounds for confidence in 
the boy*s safety which are not accessible 
to us, sir." 

" Hout/*' said the tobacconist, ^[ I kem 
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very weel what were her grounds for con- 
iidence. There's Mrs Rebecca (the maid) 
sitting there, has tell'd me a hundred 
times in my ain shop, there was nae ken- 
ning how her leddy wad settle her affairs, 
for an auld gypsey witch wife at Gilsland 
had possessed her with a notion, that the 
callant — Harry Bertram .ca*s she him ? — 
would come alive again some day after 
a' — ^ye'll no deny that, Mrs Rebecca P — 
though I dare to say ye forgot to put 
your mistress in mind of what ye promi- 
sed to say when I gied ye mony a half- 
crpwn — ^But ye'U no deny what I am 
saying now, lass ?" 

*' I ken naething. at a' about it," an- 
swered Rebecca, doggedly, and looking 
straight forward with the firm counte- 
nance of one not disposed to be compel- 
led to remember more than was agreeable 
to her. 

" Wc-el said, Rebecca ! yeVe satisfied wi' 
your ain share ony way," rejoined the to- 
Jbacconist. — ^The buck of the second-head, 
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for a buck of the firsUhead he was not, 
had hitherto been slapping his boots with 
his switch«whipy and looking like a spoil- 
ed child that has lost its supper. His mur- 
murs, however, were all vented inward- 
ly, or at most ina soliloquy such as this— 
" I am sorry, by G — , I ever plagued ray- 
self about her — I came here, by G— , one 
night to drink tea, and I left King, and 
the duke's rider Will Hack. They were 
toasting a round of running horses ; by 
G — y I might have got leave to wear the 
jacket as well as other folk, if I had car* 
ried it on with them — and she has not so 
much as left me that hundred !'^ 

" We'Umake the payment of the note 
quite agreeable," said Mr Protocol, who 
had no wish to increase at that moment 
the odium attached to his. office — ** And 
now, gentlemen, I fancy we have no more 
to wait for here, and — I shall put th€ set- 
tlement of my excellent and worthy friend 
on record to«morrow, that every gentle* 
man may examine the contents, and have 
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free access to take an extract ; and" — He 
proceeded to lock up the repositories of 
the deceased with more speed than he had 
opened them—** Mrs Rebecca, ye'll be so 
kind as to keep all right here until we 
can let the house — I had an offer this 
morning, if such a thing should be, and if 

I was to have any management/* 

Our friend Dinmont, having had his 
hopes as well as another, had hitherto sate 
sulky enough in the arm-chair formerly ap- 
propriated to the deceased, and in which she 
would have been not a little scandalised 
to have seen this colossal specimen of the 
masculine gender lolling at length. His 
employment had been roUipg up, into the 
form of a coiled snake, the long lash of 
his horse-whip, and then letting it uncoil 
itself into the middle of the floor. — The 
first words he said when he had digested 
the shock, contained a magnanimous de- 
claration, which he probably was not con- 
scious of living uttered aloud— ^ Weel 
•-^hlude^ thicker than water**— she^s wel* 
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come to the cheeses and th6ilams just the 
isame.'' But when the trustee had made the 
ahove-mentioned motion for the mourners 
to depart, and talked of the house being 
immediately Ifet, bohist Dinmont got upon 
: his feet, and stunned the compkny with this 
blunt question; *' And what's to come o' this 
poor lassie then,. Jenny Gibson ? Sae mony 
o' us as diought oursells sib to the family 
when the gear was parting, we may dosome-^ 
thing for her adiang us surely." This pro^ 
posal seemed to dispose most of the as* 
aembly instantly to evacuate the premise.% 
although upon Mr Protocol's motion they 
had lingered ^ if around the grave of 
^eir disappointed hopes. I^rumquag said, 
0r rather muttered, something of having 
a family of his own, and took precedence, 
in virtue of bis gentle blood, to depart as 
'£sst as possible.* The tobaicconist sturdily 
atood forward and scouted the motion*-* 
*^ A little huzzie like that waaweel eneugh 
provided for already ; and Mr Protocol at 
ony late wafr the proper perton. to take di*^ 
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rection of ^tjih*, as he had .charge of her 
-legacy ;*' and after uttering such his opi- 
nion in a steady and decisive tone of 
voice> he also Jeft the place. The buck 
made a stupid and brutal attempt at a 
jest upon Mrs Bertram's recommendation 
that the poor girl should be taught some 
honest trade; but encountered a scowl 
from Colonel Mannering's darkening eye 
(to whom, in his ignorance of the tone of 
good society, he had looked for applause) 
that made him ache to the very back-bone. 
He shuffled down stairs therefore, as fast 
as possible. 

Protocol, who was realty a good scMrt of 
man, next expressed his intention to take 
a temporary charge of the young lady, 
under protest always, that his so doing 
should be considered as merely eleemosy- 
nary ; when Dinmont at length got up, 
and, having shaken his huge dreadnought 
great-coat, as a Newfoundland dog does 
his shaggy hide when he comes out of the 
water, ejaculated, ^^ Weel, deil hae me then. 
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ifyflrfiae <my fash wi? her, Mr Protocol; AT 
she likes to gang hame wi' me that is. Ye 
see, Ailie and me we're weel to pass, and 
we would like the lassies to hae a wee bit 
mair lair than oursells, and to be neigh- 
bour-like—that wad we.— And ye see 
she canna miss but to ken manners/ and 
the like o' reading books, and sewing 
seams, having lived sae lang wi' a grand 
lady like Lady Singleside ; or if she does 
na ken ony thing about it, Tm jealous that 
our bairns will like her a' the better. And 
I'll take care o' the bits o' claes, and what 
spending siller she maun hae, and the 
hundred pound may tin on in your hands, 
Mr Protocol, and I'll be adding something 
till't, till she'll may be get a Liddesdale 
joe that wants something to help to buy 
the hirsel.— What d'ye say to that, hin- 
hy r I'll take out a ticket for fye in the 
fly to Jeddart--*6dd, but ye maun take a 
pbney after that o'er the Littiestane-rig — 
deil.a wheeled carriage ever gaed into 
Liddesdale : — and Til be very glad if Mrs 
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Rebecca comes w? yau^ hinny, aaii atey s sr 
month or twa while you're atranger like." 

While Mrs Rebecca was curtseying^ and 
endeavouriog to makfe the poor orphan 
girl curtsey instead of crying, and while 
Dandie, in his rough way/ vras ebcoura^ 
ging then both, old PleydeU had fecomse 
to his 8nuff>box» " ItV meat and drink 
to me, now, ColoneH" he saidi as he reco* 
vered himself ^ to see a elo^n like this~ 
I must gratify him in his^own way, must 
assist him to ruin, hiniself-^tiiere'ane help^ 
for it— Here, you liddesdale— Dandie-* 
€harU(SS-hope— what do they call you V 

The faipmer turned^ infinitely gratified 
even by this sort of notice, for in his> 
heart, next to his own landlord, he ho** 
soured a lawyer ia high practice* 

'* So. you will not be advised against 
trying that question about your maiH^faes V^ 

" N— no, sir^-naebody likea to lose 
their right, and to be laughed at down the 
hail water. But since your honour's no 
agreeable, and is may be a firiend to tiie 
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^oiXnuUfi^e like, we maun try some other 
advocaW ' 

^ There— I told you 80^ Gobnel Man- 
Bering!— Well» sir, if yoii must needs be a^ 
fboU the business is to give you the luxu- 
ry of a law*suit at the least possible ex- 
pence^ and to bring you off conqueror if 
possible. Let M^ Protocol send me your 
papersi and I will advise him how to con*^ 
duet your cause. I don^t see, after all^ 
why you should not have your law-suits^ 
too^ and your feuds in the court of Session9> 
as^ well as your forefathers had their man- 
slaughters and fire-raisings." 

** Very natural, to be sure, sin We wad! 
just take the auldgate as readily, if it were 
na for the law. And as the law binds us,, 
liie law should loose us. Besides, a man's 
aye the better thought o' in our country 
for having been afore the feifCeen." 

'^ '£36cellently argued, my friend ! Away 
with^you, and send your papers to me.-^ 
Come, Colonel, we have no more to do 
here.? 
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*^ Godf well ding Jock o* J)|prstoa' 
Cleugh now after aV' said Dinmont, slap- 
ping his thigh in great exultation. 
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CHAPTfiR XVIII. 

> I am going to.tbe parliament ;, 



You understand this bag : If you have an; business 
'Depending there, be short, and let me hear it» 
And pay your fees. 

lAtik Frmdi Lamyer; , 

" Will you be able to carry this hci^ 
ae»t fellow's cau3e for him?" said Man- 
nering. 

** Why, I don*t know ; the battle is not 
to the strong, but he shall come off tri* 
umphant over Jock of Dawston if w^ 
can make it out. I owe hioi something* 
It is the pest of our profession, that we 
seldom see the best side of human natur^y 
People come to ust with every selfish feel- 
ing newly pointed and grinded; they 
turn down the very^aulkers of theiir »ni« 
mosities and prejudiceS| as smiths do with 
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' horaes' shoes in a white frost* Mmiy ai 
man has come to my garret yonder^ that 
I have at first longed to pitch out at the 
^Vindow^ and yet, at length, have disco-- 
vered that he was only doing as I might 
have done in his case, being very angry, 
and, of course, very utireai»pnable, I have^ 
now satisfied myself,, that if oup prdfes* 
sion sees mlore of human folly ai|d human 
roguery than others, it is as affording the 
only channel through which they can vent 
themselves. In civilized society, law is 
the chimney through which all that smoke 
discharges itself that used to circulate 
through the whole house^ and put every 
one's eyes out'-<*HK> wonder^ therefore^ that 
the vent itself should sometimes geta little 
sooty;— But we wiirtake care our Eaddes* 
dale-dan's cause & #eli conducted and 
well afgiied, so all unnecessary expence 
will be savedr-lie shall have his pine-apple 
at wholesale price.*^' 

•^ WitV ydu do me the plfeasure,** said: 
Iffanxi^ng as they parted, M to dine witk 
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me at my todgtngs? my landlord say^ be 
lias a bit of sed-ftoer venisoo, and some 
excellent wine f ** 

" Venison— eh? Bat nol it's imposs*-^ 
ble — and I can't ask you home neither. 
Monday Va sacred day~so*s Tuesday^-mnd 
Wednesday, we are to be heaid^ in ^fc 
great teind ease in presenee-~but stay-^ 
it'k frosty weather^ and if you don't leave 
town^ and that venison would keep tiH 
Thursday" 

^' You will dine with me that day r" 

^ Under certification." 

^ Well, then, i will indulge a thought I 
had of spending a week h^e ; and if th^ 
venison will not keep, why we will see 
what else our landlord can do for ns.^. 

** O, the venison will keep,*' said Pley* 
ieil ; **^and now good bye— look at these 
two or three cards, and deliver them if 
you. like the addressea^ I wrote them fet 
you this morning— farewell^ my derk has 
been waiting this hour to begin a d~-d: 
information."— And away walked Mr Pley*^ 
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dell with great activity, dWing through 
closes and ascending covered stairs, inor^ 
der to attain the High-Street by an access^ 
which, compared to the common route, 
was what the Streights of Magellan are 
to the more circuitous, but open passage 
arqund Cape Horn. 

Upon looking at the cards of introduc- 
tion which Pleydell had thrust into his 
hand, Mannering was gratified with see- 
ing that they were addressed to some of 
the' iSrsi literary characters of Scotland. 
" To David Hiime, Esq.'* " To John 
Home.'' "To Dr Ferguson.'* "To Dr 
Black/' "To Lord Kaimes.'' "To Mr 
Hutton." " To John Clerk, Esq. of El- 
din.*" "To Adam Smith, Esq/' " To Dr 
Robertson.'' 

" Upon my word, my legal friend has a 
good selection of acquaintances— these are 
saraes pretty widely blown indeed — aa 
East-Indian must rub up his faculties a 
little, and put his mind in order, before 
he enteis this sort of society." 
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Mannerrng gladty availed himself of 
these introductions ; and we regret deeply 
it is not in our power to give the reader 
an iaccount of the pleasure and informa* 
tion which he received, in admission to a 
circle never closed against strangers of 
sense and information, and which has per- 
haps at no period been equatled, consider- 
ing the depth and variety of talent which 
it embraced and concentrated. 

Upon the Thursday appointed, Mr Pley- 
dell made his appearance at the inn where 
Colonel Mannering lodged. The venison 
proved in high order, the claret excellent, 
and the learned counsel, a professed ama- 
teur in the aii&irs of the table, did distin- 
guished honour to both. I am uncertain^ 
however, if even the good cheer gave 
him more satisfaction than the presence 
of Dpmtnic Sampson, from whom, in hi& 
own juridical style of wit, he cdptrived tp 
extract great amusement, both for himself 
and one or two friends whom the Colonel 
regaled on the same occasion. The grave 
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\and Ift^liic simplictty of Samp30B*8 aih 
^wefs to the insidious ^estiotis of the bar- 
risteri placed the bonhomnde of his chaxao 
ter in a more luminous point of vieir than 
Mannering bad yet seen it Upon the namt 
occasion be drew/orfh a strange quantity 

. of miscellaneotes and afa^truse^ though ge* 
nerally speaking, . useless leamhig.-f-The 
lawyer afterwards compared \m nAnd to 
the magazine of a pawnbroker, afeowed 
with goods of every description, but so 
eambrottsly piled together, and in such 
total disorganization, that the owner can 
never lay his hands upon any one article 
at thje moment he has occasion for it. 

As fbt the advocate liimself, he afforded 
at least as much exercise to- Sampson as 
heextracted amusement from him. When 
the man of law began to get into Ins 
altitudes, and his :H'it| naturally shrewd 
and dry, became mone lively and poig* 
nant, the Donlinie looked upon him with 
that sort of surprise with which we caa 
conceive a tame bear might regard his fu* 
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ture associate the nnoBk^y upjpii .tl)$ir be« 
ing first iotroduced to each other. It was 
Mr Pleydeirs delight to state in grave 
and serious argument some position which 
he knew the Dominie would be inclined 
to dispute* He then beheld with Exqui- 
site pleasure the intejnal labour with 
which the j^onest man arranged his ideas 
for reply, 4nd tasked his inert: and slug*> 
gish powers to bring up all the heavy, ar- 
tillery of bis learning for demolishing the 
schismatic or heretical opinion which had 
been stated— wheUi behold, befote thie 
ordnance C€ml4 be discharged, the foe liad 
quitted'' the post, and appeared in a new 
position pf annoyance on. the Dominie's 
flank or rear. Often did he exclaim " pro^ 
digious 1" when, marching up to the enemy 
in full confidence of victory, he found the 
field evacuated, and it may, be sup{¥)sedl 
that it cost him no littU labour to attempt 
a new formation. '^ He was like a native 
Indian army/' the Colonel siudi ** focmida^ 
ble by numerical strength and size of ord- 
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coast before nowVthe case of SmuggJer 
virsus Exciseman/' 

** What then is your conjecture concern- 
ing the fate of the child ?" 

" O, murdered too, doubtless. He was 
old enough to tell what he had seen ; and 
these scoundrels would not scruple com- 
mitting a second Bethlehem massacre if 
they thought their interest required it,*' 

The Dominie groaned deeply, and eja- 
culated, " Enormous !'^ 

" Yet there was mention of gypsies in 
th6 business too, counsellor, and from what 
that vulgar-looking fellow said after the 
funeral"— — 

'* Mrs Margaret Bertram's idea that the 
child Was alive, was founded upon the re- 
port of a gypsey— *I envy you the concate- 
nation, Colonel ; it is a shame to me not 
to have drawn the same conclusion. We'll 
follow this business up instantly. — Here, 
hark ye, waiter, go down to Luckie Wood's 
in the Cowgate ; ye'U find my clerk Dri- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GUY MANNERINGi 335 

ver ; he'll be set down to High^Jinks by 
this time ; (for we and our retoiherSy Colo- 
nel, are exceedingly regular in our irregu- 
larities ;) tell him to come here instantly^ 
and I will pay his forfeits*" 

** He won't appear' in character, will 
he?" 

** Ah ! no more of that, Hal ! an thou 
lovest me. — But we must have some news 
from the land of Egypt, if possible. O, if 
I had but hold of the slightest thread of 
this complicated skean, you should see 
how I should unravel it ! — I would work 
the truth out of your Bohemian, as the 
French call them, better than a Monitoire, 
or a Phinte de Tourndk ; I know hpw to 
manage a refractory Witness." 

While Mr Pleydell was thus vaunting 
his knowledge of his profession, the waiter 
re-entered with Mr Driver, his mouth still 
greasy with mutton pies, and the froth of 
the last draught of twopenny yet unsub- 
sided on his upper lip, with such speed 
had he obeyed the commands of his prin^ 
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cipal. — " Driver, you must go instantly 
and find out the woman who was old Mrs 
Margaret Bertram's maid. Enquire for her 
eyery where; but if you find it necessary 
to have recourse to Protocol, Quid the 
tobacconist, or any other of these folks, 
you will take care not to appear yourself, 
but send some woman of your acquaint* 
ance ; I dare say you know enough that 
may be so condescending as to oblige you. 
When you have found her ou^ engage 
her to com^^to my chambers to-morrow at 
eight o'clock precisely^'' 

" What shall I say to make her^forth- 
coming?" asked the aid- de-camp. 

" Any thing you chuse. Is it my busi- 
ness to make lies for you, do you think ? 
But let her be inpresentia by dght o'clock, 
as I have said before/' The clerk grinned, 
made his reverence, and exit. 

'* That's a useful fellow," said the coun- 
sellor ; '^ I don't believe his match ever 
carried a process. He'll write to. my dic- 
tating three nights i^ the week without 

1 
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whenb&'s.awake^v TbeiDhe'ssueb a.8«ea^ 
dj^* fdfevH^H9Dtim^o£'tl»iniareal9f a^fir ehan^ 
gsogithen aIc«boute8^ so: tUal: tbt^y. bave 
twemAylyoMi&i sweating: ajftei' them^ likc^ 
th& bafe4iiAded/ captains- itfaver^tng the 
t&Tecns: iof fiast-Gbeap m^ tf^ardh df Sit 
Jobn.Falstaff: But this is a. aieady ' feUo^- 
--^he^baaihU^mnter seat by the tire/ and 
faiaaammef seatby tbe wiadaMr, inpLiiofeie 
Wood%:hetmxt which seaCs ai^ bis-only^ 
mig!6ai%u}Mt therebt^S'ta ba iRilid at rit 
ti um - w hanAe; ts^off idu t^% * It 'is my opi*>> 
nraviber ne^eri^its: off his ck^b<M or goe^* 
tai slciepMslia^r ale isiippfoirts^'hitn^ uader 
cvmyetimgi It-isimeat^ drinks atni'cibtb, 
bed, board/^aad iirashingi" 

*^ J^aiAitB ha al\Mays.fit'ft>r'diity'Upon a 
suiMcn^ fum^out? IsbouM'^st^Ufftiti cott* 
sidarittg bis quartere/- 

^' Oi:dritt^k^iievei*'diltiirbs'faiM; Colonel^ 
bei^ati- write ibr hcmrs^ aftfer he cannot 
speak. I remember being called sudden* 

yoL. It. F 
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aiiig» and it was Sataidfty-iiight^ asd I ii«d 
iU will to begin, to it — ^however, ihmy got 
me down to Olerilu^h'St nddiere ire sate < 
bifliiig tiU I had a fair tappit liiea imder 
my belt^ and tben tfaey peiauadad meito 
draw tbe paper. Then we had to. seek 
DrWeri and it wAs all ibat two nen oooU 
do to bear him in, for when foand^ he ' 
was, as it happened, bothi^mottonktss and 
speechless. But no sooner was bis^imi put ' 
tetweett his fingers^ his papcc itfctehed 
before bim« and he heard my voiBe,. than 
he began to write like ajoiivener^--<md| 
excepting that we weie eiUigfad to hafre 
somebody to. dip his pen in the ink, &t he 
conid not see the standishp I nerer.saw a 
thing scrolled more handsomely/* 

** But how did ypiir joint prodnctioa 
look the next moning?? s^id theColosieL 

'' Wheugh ! capital-— BQt thsee words 
required to be altered; it was seait oflf 
by that day*s postr--But youU ctmc and 
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breakfast with me ttHHiorrov, aini hear 
this W04Ban*s examinatioa?** 

^' Why, your hour is rather early." 

*' Can't tpMre. it Uter. If I ^^tt not 
on the boards of the olite^house precisely 
as the nine^hours bell riogSy there woold 
be a report that I had got an apoplexy, 
and I should feel the effects of it all the 
rest of the session*'' 

^< Well, I will make an exertion to wait 
upon you." 

Here the ecmpany broke up for |bt 
evening* 

In the morning Colonel l^anneriog ap* 
peared at the counsellpr*s ehamberi^ al* 
though cursing the raw air of a Scottish 
morning in December. Mr PleydeU had 
got Mrs Rebecca installed on one side of 
liis fire, accommodated her with a cup of 
chocolate, and was already deeply engaged 
in conversation with her. '^ O, no, I as« 
sure you, Mrs Rebecca, there is no inten- 
tion to challenge your mistressV will, and 
I give you my word of honour that your 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•10 Qwr ujM^mLVts^ 

lagacj is q«te ^ssfe* • Y<m ^mtv^ it by 
your conduct to your* tntftrtsB^ and I w»h 
it had been t^artide as ittuch.'^ 

*^ Why, to be 8itt-e, w, iV^'Ho r»g)it'to 
)|itfttkra whMls Mlki'befoi^eiiiie. I^ebea^d 
haw that dhiy bMly tjjt^^^ftst up to me 
tl>e b^ft o' m>iii|}lipv>eiit« W gied me/ and 
•etl'd 6wer agaki oBy ^o«e cracirs I migbt 
hae had wi' him; now if nne wa» talkmg 
lMi6)y to yottf lionour, there's nae saying 
what might come o*t." • 

- •* I assure you, my good Rebecca, tny 
character and your own age and. appeal 
aiQce are your security, if you should talk 
as JoiWely-as an amatory poet." 
• " Aweel, if your honour thinlcs I am 
safe— the stofy is just this. — Ye see, 
aboiit a year ago, or no just saeiang, my 
kddy was advised to go to Gilsland for a 
whWe, for her spirits were distressing her 
sair.- EUangowan's troubles began to be 
sfitoken d' publicly, and sair vexed she 
was, for she was proud o' her family, 
-*-For*]^lIangowan himsell and her, they 
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sometimes 'greed, and sometimes no-^bat 
at last they did na 'gree at aVfor twa or 
three years— for he was aye wanting to 
borrow siller, and that was what she couM 
na bide at no hand, and she was aye want- 
ing it paid back again, and that the Laird 
he likit as little. So they were clean aff 
thegither. — And then some o' the com- 
pany at Gilsland tells her that the estate 
was to be seVrd; and ye wad hae thought 
sbe had taen an iU will, at Miss Lucy 
^rtram frae that moment, for mony a 
time she cried to me, " O, Becky,.Q, Becky,, 
if that useless; peenging thing o' a lassie 
there, at £llangowan, that canna keep her 
ne*er-do*weel father within bounds— if she 
had been, but a lad-bairn^ they could nae 
bae se\\\d the aold inheritance for that; 
fool-body's debts,"— and she would rin on 
that way till I was just wearied to hear 
hen— * And ae day at the' spa w- well below 
the craig, she was seeing a very^ bonny 
family o' bairns-^they belanged to ane 
Mac-Croskyr'and she broke outr-' Is tioi 
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it an odd thing that ilka waf carle in the 
oountrjr has a ton and heir, and that the 
houae of Ellangowan is without male sue- 
cession P There was a gypsey wife stood 
ahint and beard her--a mnckle stoor fear« 
some-looking wile she was as ever I set een 
on,~' Wha is it/ says she, ' that dare say 
the house of EUangowan will perish with- 
out male succession?' My mistress jnst 
turned on her«**she was^ahigjb-spirited wo- 
man, and aye teady wi' an answer ton" body. 
^It^ me that says it,* says she, Uhat may 
say it wi' a sad heart;' Wi' that the gypsey 
wife grippit till her hand, * I ken you weel 
eneugh/ says she, ^ though ye ken na rae — 
But as sure as that aunV in heaven, and as 
sure as tliat water's rinning to the sea, and 
as sure as thereVan e'e that sees, and an ear 
that hears us baith-*-Harry Bertram, that 
WW thought to perish at Warrocb Point, 
never did die tfaere-~he was to have a 
weary weird o't till his ane-and-twentieth 
year, that was aye said o* him— but if 
ye live and I live, ye'll hear mair o' him 
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tfaii vinier before the snaw lies twa days 
on the Dun of Singleside— I want nane 
o' your filler/ she said^ ^ to make ye thiok 
I am blearing your e'e — fare ye weel till 
after Martkna^/ and there she left us 
standing/' 

" Was she a very tall woman ?•' inter- 
fupted Mannering; 

•* Had she black hair, black eyes, and a 
cut above the brow ?** added the lawyer. 

*^' She was the tallest woman lever saw, 
and her hair was as black as midnight, 
unless where it was grey, and she had a 
scar abune the brow, that ye might faae 
kiid the litk of your finger in. Naebody 
that's seen her will ever forget her ; and t 
am moralfy sure that it was on the ground 
o' what that gypsey-woman said that my 
mistress made her will, having ta'en a dis- 
like at the young leddy o' Ellangowan. 
And she liked her far waur after she was 
oUiged to send her 201.— for she said, Miss 
Bertram, no content wi' letting the Ellan- 
gowan property pass into strange hands, 

5 
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owing to her being a lass aad no a lad, was 
coming, by her poverty, to be a burden 
and a disgrace to Singleside too. But I 
hope my mistress's is a good will for a* 
that, for it, would be hard on me to lose 
the wee bit legacy— I served for little fee 
and bountitb, weel I wot/* 

The counsellor relieved her fears on this 
head, then enquired after Jenny Gibson, 
and understood she had accepted Mr Din- 
mont's offer ; '^ and J have done sae my« 
sell too, since he was sae discreet as to ask 
me," said Mrs Rebecca j ** they are very 
decent folk the Dinmonts, though my 
leddy did nae dow to hear muckle about 
the friends on that side the house. But 
she liked the Charlies<^hope hams, and the 
cheeses, and the moor-fowl, that they were 
aye sending, and the lamb's-wool hose and 
mittens— she liked them weel aneuch.'' 

Mr Pleydell now dismissed. Mrs Rebec- 
ca. When she was gone,. '^ I think I know 
the gypsey-woman/' said the lawypr. 
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^' I mu just going txx ity the willed' *e- 
fifed Hatmerhig. 

" And hematne,'* said pieydefl-^— 

^* iB Meg Memliei/' ttfiWered the Co» 
lontfl. 

" Are ydu atdsed oi tHit^ aaid the 
eomisellori locrfcifig atliis Virilitary ^ieird 
iHth a oQmk expressiofit of surprise. 

Maanering ant^ered, that he had imowtt 
Mi^h^ VHMmn whence was a»; feUlimgtiuraii 
tmrnts^firt years before; ind th«fi inaife 
his learned friend acquainted ^h ^1 the 
waiWiNihle |>ai«ic«}avs of hi« 4Srst visit 
there. . 

Mr Pleydell listened with gre^ i^ttett' 
tido, and thta teptitd, '< 1; cbngratiiilated 
myself upoti having made the acquaint* 
ance of a profound theologian . m your 
ehaplain, but I really did not expect to. 
find a pupil of Albumazar or Messahala 
m hh patron.— 1 have a notion, however, 
this gypsey could tell us some more Of the 
matter than she derives from astrology 
or secoud«6fght-^I had her thft>ugh hands 

Digitized^^by VjOOQIC 



5416 QMY ItAVNXaXVG* 

once, and could then makeltttleof het^lmt 
I must write Id Mac*Morlan to stir hejaven 
and earth to find her out— I will gladly 
come to ^-— - shire myself to assist at her 
examinational am still in the commission 
of the peace there, though I have ceased 
to be sheriff—I never had any thing more 
at hevt in my life than tracing that mur- 
der, and the fate of the child. I must 
^rite to the Sheriff of Roxburghshire 
too, and to an active justice of peace in 
Cumberlwd.'* 

^'I hope when you come to the countiy 
you will make Woodboume your head 
quarters P* 

^' Certainly ; I was afraid you were .go- 
ing to forbid me— but we must go to break- 
fast now, or I shall be too late.** 
, On the following day the new friends 
parted, and the Colonel rejoined his fami- 
)y without any adventure worthy, of be- 
ing detailed in these chapters* 

ZSm OF VOIUHjB S£COKB. 
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